THE A0YLOG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume X, No. 1 Winter, 1992 
CONTENTS 
Re ree ARE LC SS A OOM eats oe oe cece cass ectscdepssnees ssketetistssseossessensxcoueass 4 
Me omar USPC Ye SURUISIUS 13) DALES: .i2onsseccsseeeseeseresseonenessennssesssccsonecssesessens 4 
NE TA A ATNBL ON CAL ere eos sete rate oes shsns0ce, ccocss-seesevedssavssonssesacesebsccsseenatss 6 
MeiNoves batly and Middle Date Cent BOOKS ..........--ss.ccecsssessesnesoseesesesoeeees 9 
Weeeison woodward, A Few Notes and New Plates ..............::cc.sscesescosseseees 14 


PPO CEES MI CITIMISEILALIC HL TLCUALUT Or at ie cecss:csssrs-tancescccs-nesoucesoceooescnsonrosesessnesenssers 21 


The Asylum 


CESCCECCE CEC CCCC CECE CECE CC CCC ECC CEC CEES 
Now Available 


John W. Adams 


UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 


on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. C. Adams ¢ A.N.A. Sales * Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder Federal Brand ¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein * Kagin's ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company ¢ Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ® Stack's 


Part I Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC BIBLIOPHILE AND COMPRISES 
HISTORIES OF THE AUCTION FIRMS AND DETAILED LISTINGS OF THEIR 
CATALOGS WITH COMMENTS ON SALE HIGHLIGHTS AND OTHER FEATURES 


Part II Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC RESEARCHER AND CONSISTS 
OF TABLES GRADING THE CONTENT OF EACH OF THE SALES IN TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WITH A FINAL GRADE FOR OVERALL IMPORTANCE 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 USA 
Tel: [714] 338-6527 + Fax: [714] 338-6980 


CCCC ECCS CCS CCC CCC CSE CEES ECC CC CE CE CEE 


Winter, 1992 3 


NUMISMATIC BIBLIOMANIA SOCIETY 


Officers 
President 
Vice President P. Scott Rubin Secretary-Treasurer 
Wayne Homren Box 6885 Kenneth Lowe 
1810 Antietam St Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 Box 43286 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 Richmond Hts, OH 44143 
Members of the Board 


Armand Champa, Box 22316, Louisville, KY 40222 
Charles Davis, Box 1412, Morristown, NJ 07962 
Joel Orosz, 4300 Old Field Trail, Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
Jeffrey Peck, Box 657, Oaks, PA 19456 
Michael Sullivan, Box 32131, Cincinnati, OH 45232 
Barry Tayman, 5424 Smooth Meadow Way, Columbia, MD 21044 


THE ASYLUM 
Vol. X No 1 Consecutive Issue N°%37 Winter, 1992 


Editor: Charles Davis, NLG 
Box 1412, Morristown, NJ 07962 


Advertising Rates 


Foul Rave: kh, yo che ak. . eR), Mee eee, te ea $60.00 
InsidesEr ont; Inside: BackOutside Backiat_a. Siason i. ke. Phe 65.00 
Mister seers. tr. Sst. Sat. oe. Nant Me Hee Sa dale seeds eer 35.00 
OuactersPagesd 4.68, sees we SUN. b, Domiade 8 eels pole... an, 20.00 
ClaSsstred 29s, .°- a8. GEN. es BINS 10 cents per word, minimum $2.50 


The Asylum is published quarterly on the 15th of January, April, July, and October. Manuscripts 
should be submitted to the editor at least three weeks in advance to ensure their publication. 
Individuals submitting papers in WordPerfect or DOS Text format will receive the undying gratitude 
of the editor as well as the return of their disks. 


NBS Membership: $15 annual dues for North American addresses, $20/year elsewhere. All 
members receive The Asylum for the current calendar year. Requests for membership should be 
submitted to The Secretary, NBS. 

© 1992 Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


4 The Asylum 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
P. Scott Rubin 


This being the first issue of the year, please let me wish each of you a 
Happy and Healthy New Year. May each of you find in 1992 that special item 
you have always wanted. I feel 1991 was a most successful year, and I look 
forward to making 1992 even better. 

Our organization’s highlight was at the A.N.A. Centennial Convention 
with the approval of the exhibit class. Members indicated that they would fund 
such a category. Now it behooves us to take advantage of the opportunity. 
Elsewhere in this issue, Wayne Homren have provided some guidelines and tips 
for those who might interested. ~ 

In December I had the pleasure of attending the Spink-Kolbe auction 
in conjunction with the International Show in New York City. Many of our 
members were seen on the floor, and they carried away almost all of the 
important American lots, the New Netherlands archives which went to the 
A.N.S. excepted. Conventions such as this are great opportunities to schedule 
regional meetings, and I would like to thank Fred Lake, whose report on the 
F.U.N. show appears in this issue, for chairing that meeting. We are most 
interested in seeing this program continued and expanded. Please contact me, 
if you are interested in holding a meeting a convention in your area. 


THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel Orosz 


Your columnist makes it a rule to buy every catalogue ever produced 
by the co-founder of N.B.S. Jack Collins. The subject matter is of no 
importance; Jack’s impeccable scholarship, tart commentary, and superb . 
photography insure that one will be interested in the subject at hand after 
reading the catalogue even if it seemed a bore previously. So it happened that 
I ordered the catalogue of Washingtonia some months ago -- Jack’s stellar 
presentation of the collection of Washington pieces amassed by the Napoleon 
of the Newsstands - Frederick C. C. Boyd. 

Near the end of this 702 lot offering, at number 663 to be exact, my eye 
was caught by a store card of the 19th century New York dealer Augustus B. 
Sage. The obverse featured a draped bust of Washington with the legend "Pater 
Patriae," but it was the reverse that piqued my interest: "Good for one chance 
in raffle for numismatic books at A. B. Sage & Co. N.Y. Nov 1859." Now to 
the seasoned collector of Washingtonia, this card is nothing new (Baker 572D), 
but to me, the truly significant thing about it was not its Washington association, 
but rather the fact that it was struck to serve as a raffle ticket with numismatic 
books as the prize, and remarkably, in 1859, at the very dawn of systematic coin 
collecting in America. 
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The man behind the promotion, Augustus B. Sage, is almost completely 
forgotten today despite the fact that he was one of the commanding 
personalities of the numismatic world in the 1850’s. This, however, is not 
particularly surprising, for the goddess Numisma has long had difficulty in 
recalling most of her early worshippers; men like Pierre Eugene du Simitiere 
and Robert Gilmore, Jr are little remembered today. But these men were 
notable mainly for their outstanding collections, and once these were dispersed 
without catalogues to document them, their names sank rapidly into obscurity. 
Sage, however, did a number of memorable things and deserves to be 
celebrated for the sum of his achievements. 

He was, to start with, a pioneer merchant in the coin trade. Martin 
Gengerke’s American Numismatic Auctions lists five auction sales conducted by 
Sage, one in 1855 and four in 1859. In fact by the end of 1859, Sage and 
Edward Cogan (remembered today as "Father of the American Coin Trade") 
had each conducted five auctions, and the former’s sale of the Henry Bogert 
Collection was larger and more significant than any collection Cogan had 
handled. Sage also published at one fixed price list of 464 lots in June 1859. 

The energetic Mr Sage made numismatic items as well as sold them. 
Included in this output were, according to Richard D. Kenney, 14 Historical 
Tokens, 3 "Odds and Ends," a Masonic Medalet, 5 Store Cards, and a nine 
medal series entitled "Numismatic Gallery which featured busts of the leading 
coin collectors of the late 1850s. Most of his productions are rare today, but 
relatively inexpensive due to the fact that few collectors are interested in them. 

As notable as all this is, it pales in significance next to Sage’s yeoman 
efforts to establish the American Numismatic Society. According to Howard 
Adelson’s American Numismatic Society 1858-1958, Augustus B. Sage was one 
of the founders of the A.N.S. with the first three meetings of the fledgling 
society being held in his home. He was an officer (Secretary Pro-Tem, 
Corresponding Secretary, Curator of the A.N.S. Collection), and served on 
numerous committees, most notably the one which wrote the A.N‘S. 
constitution. There can be no doubt that Sage was the most important member 
of the new society during its first years of existence. 

Through all the activities runs the common thread of scholarship. Thus 
it seems quite in character for Sage to raffle off numismatic books at his store 
(No 24 Division Street, New York City) back in November 1859. In fact Sage’s 
taste in numismatic literature ran to writing as well as to reading. Adelson 
notes that in 1857, under the signature of "Gus," Sage had authored a series of 
eleven articles on numismatics for the New York Sunday Dispatch. Since these 
were never printed in book form, they could not have been included in the 1859 
raffle. It is intriguing to speculate about what titles might have been among the 
"prize" books. 

By November 1859, a number of excellent references on ancient and 
foreign coins had been authored by such men as Joseph Pellerin, Joseph 
Hilarius Eckhel, Theodore Edme Mionnet and Henri Cohen, and copies of their 
works may have been included. There were fewer American works. One 
available candidate was Eckfeldt’s DuBois’ A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins 


6 The Asylum 


of All Nations, (1842) but since Adelson notes that Sage’s good friend Charles 
I. Bushnell was contemptuous of this tome’s shortcomings, this seem’s unlikely. 
Bushnell’s own books, An Arrangement of Tradesmen’s Cards and Political 
Tokens (1858) and Three Early New York Tokens (1859), may well have been 
included. Two titles that most likely served as prizes would have been John 
Hickcox’s An Historical Account of American Coinage, and Montroville 
Dickeson’s American Numismatical Manual (1859). These two were the latest 
word in American numismatic scholarship at the time, and would have been 
much appreciated by the lucky raffle winner. 

The Civil War rudely interrupted Sage’s numismatic career. On July 
13, 1863, he donned the Union blue as Captain of the Regiment of New York 
Volunteers. It appears that he never returned to the world of coins either as 
a collector or as a dealer. 

Sage thus takes on the character of a shooting star in the numismatic 
firmament. For a few brief years, he held sales, coined tokens, wrote 
numismatic literature, a co-founded a great and enduring numismatic society. 
After trailing this brilliant path across the horizon, he vanished swiftly and 
silently, never to be heard from again. Sage richly deserves to be remembered 
for all of these accomplishments, but numismatic bibliophiles should accord him 
a special place in our pantheon for being the first American coin dealer to 
advocate and promote the sale of numismatic literature. Barely a year after 
Edward Cogan launched the modern era of coin collecting, Augustus B. Sage 
was saying to his customers, in effect, "Take a chance on a book before buying 
the coin." For this wisdom alone, he deserves an enduring place in our 
memories ... and affections. 


THE JOHN ALLAN LIBRARY 
David Hirt 


In a recent sale, I was the successful bidder on a bound, priced, and 
named copy of the John Allan Library held on May 2, and days following, 1864. 
The sale consisted of Mr. Allan’s library, and autographs, engravings, minerals, 
and other articles including 200 plus lots of coins and medals. The book I 
purchased was formerly the property of Joseph N. T. Levick, who was also a 
buyer of a number of lots in the sale. Mr. Levick, a pioneer numismatist, at 
one time possessed the greatest collection of tokens and merchant store cards. 

A look through this sale discloses that Mr. Allan was a true bibliophile. 
Anyone who appreciates literature will have many hours of pleasure reading the 
descriptions of books on almost every subject. Some of the bindings were 
described variously as calf, calf antique, morocco, morocco extra, old morocco, 
green, red, black, blue, and citron morocco, sheep, vellum, Russia, Russia extra, 
silk, tortoise shell, roan, hogskin, and velvet. What follows is a list of 
numismatic books, from the Allan collection, and provides us with a rare 
glimpse into the contents of mid nineteenth century numismatic library. 
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Buyer 
Cogan 


Lot 
16 


Strobridge 26 


Sabin 


Appleton 
Kline 
Denny 
Appleton 


Piper 
Snow 
Watson 
West 
Appleton 
Walters 
ALT. 
Walters 
Brown 


Elliot 
Kline 
Snow 
McClure 


Edwards 
Appleton 


Morrell 
Cogan 


King 
Snow 
Appleton 
Snow 
West 
Appleton 
Cogan 
Russell 
Appleton 
State Lib 
King 
Dexter 
Gay 
Appleton 


89 


90 


Title 

Addison, Joseph: On Medals, London, 1753 

Agostini, Medaglie Inscriptioni et Altre Antichila 
Andersonus, Selectus Diplomatus et Numismatum Scotiae 
Thesarus, 1739 

Angeloni, L’Historia Agusta da Givlio Cesare, Roma, 1685 
Bank Note Vignettes, nd 

Barrett, The Old Merchant’s of New York, 1863 

Bartolus, (Pet Santes) Nummophylacium Reginae Numismata 
Romanorum, Latinum, Graeca; Hagae, 1742 

Bedden, Catalogue of Coin and Medals, priced, 1821 
Benson, Catalogue of Coins, priced & named, 1845 
Emblemessacrez Tirez de lEscritve Francois, Paris, 1657 
Bindley, Catalogue of the Medals, priced and named, 1819 
Bizon, Histoire Metallique de la Republique de Holland, 1787 
Bonannius, Numismatia Summorum Pontificum, Roma, 1696 
Bushnell, Account of the 1st 3 Business Tokens of NYC, 1859 
Campana, Catalogue of Greek and Roman Coins, 1846 
Canini, Les Images des Heros et des Grandes Hommes 
Medailles, Ansterdam, 1731 

Cardonnel, Numismatica Scotiae, Ebinb, 1786 

Catalogues of Coins and Medals, 11 pieces 

Catalogues of Coins of Shepherd, Bentham, Knight, etc, 1837 
Choul Guileemo; Discipini Militarius ut et Balneae ex Antiquis 
Numismatibus, Amstelaedami, 1685 

Catalogue of Coins of Wilson, White, Maydell, Hall, et al, 
London, 1847-1851 

Catalogue of the Numismatic Library of an Eminent Collector, 
London, 1846 

Collas Archille, Medallion Portraits, London, 1838 

Conder, An Arrangement of Provincial Coins, Tokens and 
Medals, 1798 

Corner, Catalogue of Greek & Roman Coins, priced, 1821 
Cureton, Catalogue of His Coins and Medals, priced, 1821 
Dassier’s Medals of the Sovereigns of England, 1797 

Digby, Catalogue of His Coins, 1828 

Dimsdale, Catalogue of His Coins and Books, 1824 

DuBois, Pledges of History 

Ducarel, Anglo-Gallic or Norman Coins, 1757 

Durrant, Catalogue of His Coins, 1847 

Edwards, Medallic History of England, 1802 

Evelyn, Numismatica, A Discourse of Medals, 1697 

Evelyn, Sculptura History and Art, 1755 

Evelyn, Sculptura Historico-Technica, 1770 

Fabri, Illustrium Imagines ex Marmoribus Numismatibus, 1606 
Florez, Medallas des las Colonias, 3 vols, 1757-1773 
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Edwards 1341 
Strobridge 1387 
Kline 1388 
Lawler 1426 
Russell 1462 
Peterson 1519 
French 1541 
Cogan 1588 
Various 
Appleton 1725 
Gowens 1728 
Appleton 1767 
Appleton 1775 
Gowans_ 1808 
Appleton 1831 
Cogan 1840 
Russel 1901 
Cogan 2135 
Cogan 2152 
French 2172 
Appleton 2235 
Appleton 2239 
Cogan 2253 
Lawler 2388 
Appleton 2405 
Lawler 2423 
Bushnell 2424 
Appleton 2475 
Kline 2529 
Kline 2538 
Nichols 2570 
Cogan 2571 
Lent 2605 
Morrison 2707 
Edwards 2776 
Cogan 2792 
Everett 2819 
Edwards 2820 
Edwards 2821 
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The Works of Alexander Hamilton, 1810 

Henderson, Catalogue of Library, Prints, Coins, priced, 1830 
Henderson, Catalogue of Coins, 1818 

Histories of the Issues of Paper Money, St Louis, 1851 
Hollis, catalogue of Coin and Medals, priced and named, 1817 
Humphreys, The Coins of England, London, 1847 

Ingraham, Catalogue of Library and Coins, Phila, 1855 
(quarto) 

Jennings, Introduction to the Knowledge of Medals, 1775 
Knight, a number of works on gems, silver, die sinking, 1830’s 
Lasky, Medals Struck at the National Medal Mint by Order of 
Napoleon, London, 1818 

Law, Money and Trade Considered, Glascow, 1750 

Gotha Nvmaria Sistens Thesavri Fridericiiani Numismata 
Antiqua Avrea, 1730 

Lindsay, View of the Coinage of Scotland, Cork, 1845 
Logan, The Scottish Banker, London, 1850 

Luckius, Sylloge Numismatum Elegantiorum, 1620 

A Collection of Portraits, Coins etc of Luther, np, nd 
A Book of Cyphers useful for engravers, London, 1863 
Oelrichs, Cabinet des Medailes de _ JlElectorat 
Brandenbourg, Berlin, 1778 

Omnium Caesarvm Verissimae, Imagines 
nvmismats Desuvmptae, Parmae, 1554 
Ortellius, Deorvm Dearvmqve Capita 
Numismatibus, 1612 

Patarol, Plates of Coins and Medals, Venetiis, 1671 

Patinus, Imperatorum Romanorum Numismata, Plates, 1671 
Pegge, An Essay on the Coins of Cunobelin, London, 1776 
Potentissimorum Turcice Imperatorum, Regumo Persice 
Numismatibis, 1665 

Promptvaire des Medalles des Plus Renommes Personnes, 1577 
Pye, Provincial Copper Coins, 1801 

Pye, Provincial Copper Coins, 1796 

Regum et Imperatorum Numismata (67 Plates), Coloniae, 1700 
Rodwell, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, priced, 1821 
Rodgers, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, 1856 

Ruding, Annals of Coins of Great Britain, 3 vols, 1846 (@$54!) 
Ruding, Annals of Coins of Great Britain, 2 vols only, 1817 
Sambucus, Emblemata Cvm Aliquot Nvmmis Antiqvi, 1564 
Segar, Original Inst of the Princely Order of Collars, 1823 
Simon’s Essay on Irish Coins, 1810 

Smids, Emblemata Heroica de Medalische Sinnebeelden, 1712 
Snelling, Seventy One Plates of Gold and Silver Coins, nd 
Snelling, View of the Silver Coin and Coinage of England, 1762 
Snelling, View of the Silver Coin and Coinage of Scotland, 1774 


de 
ex Antiqvs 


et Antiquis 
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F.R.A. 2840 Spanheim, Catalogus Librolum Fr Spanhemii, priced, 1707 

Gowans 2889 Strada, Epitome du Thresor des Antiqvitez Medailles des 
Empp, Lyon, 1553 

Bushnell 2922 Sykes, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, 1824 

Sabin 2923 Sykes, Catalogue of The Library, 1824 

Appleton 2939 Teatino, Medaglie Rappresentanti S.L.S.A. 

Ten Eyck 2958 Thomas, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, 1844 

Kline 2959 Thomas, Catalogue of First Portion of English Coins, 1844 

Hubbard 2981 Till, Descriptive Particulars of Coronation Medals, 1846 

Walters 2982 Till, Essay on Roman Denarius and English Silver Penny, 1838 

Hubbard 2983 Till, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, priced and named, 1845 

Gowans 2988 Todd, Historical Tablets and Medallions, 1828 

Hubbard 3010 Trattle, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, 1832 

Kline 3044 Tyssen, Catalogue of Coins and Medals, priced, London 1802 
(Sale realized £7,333!) 

King 3085 Vertue, Description of the Works of Delineator and Engraver 
Hollar, London, 1745 (realized $150) 

Appleton 3086 Vertue, Medals, Coins, Great Seals of Simon by Verteu, 1780 

Richardsor8091 Portraits of Roman Empresses with Plates of Coins, 1558 

Walters 3301 Young, Catalogue of Napoleon Medals, 1818 

Appleton 3583 Eight Plates of Coins 


THE NOYES EARLY AND MIDDLE DATE CENT BOOKS 
Chris Victor-McCawley 


The splendid exhibit of numismatic literature courtesy of Armand 
Champa was not the only event of note for bibliophiles at this year’s A.N.A. 
Convention. The unveiling of two new large cent books by Bill Noyes caused 
a stirring of the blood for many, as yet no spilling of the blood, though pre- 
dicting the future is a dangerous art. Nothing so heightens the passion of a 
large cent collector as the publishing of new information, new opinions, new 
condition census ratings, or new rarity descriptions. Since often the cents 
opined, censused, and described are "in the family," so to speak, of the collector, 
a new book is anticipated with all the dread and wonder celebrities must feel 
when a new book by Kitty Kelly hits the shelves. 

The new books came somewhat as a surprise to the E.A.C. community 
as they were announced only several weeks prior to the Convention. They have, 
however, been a project in the works for several years. Bill Noyes has been 
working seriously on his photographic census project for the better part of the 
past decade. Travelling to photograph the finest coins in the most advanced 
collection has taken most of his time and incurred much expense. The new 
books are based on this project and the outstanding graphic and visual effect 
are the result of his efforts. 
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The present books can probably trace their beginning to a dinner 
conversation that took place the night Jack Collins announced that he was 
removing the large cent project that he, Walter Breen, and Del Bland had been 
perusing, from E.A.C. stewardship, and that he had transferred rights to the 
Breen manuscript to Bowers and Merena. Bowers would need photographs to 
compliment the manuscript, and it would seem a simple thing to incorporate the 
Noyes photo project into the new large cent book. Jack Robinson, Doug Bird, 
and Bill Noyes the principal architects of the two new books, deemed it 
reasonable to approach them with the idea. The photo project was already 
advanced, it was suggested, to the point that it could be a book in itself. The 
collaboration between Noyes and Bowers never took place. But the genesis of 
these books is plain to see in the outstanding quality of the photographs. 

There has never been photography like this in a large cent book 
before. Anyone who has tried to make use of the plates in Newcomb, or in 
Early American Cents, or in the dismal Durst reprint of Penny Whimsy can 
appreciate the need for precise clear and usable plates in an attribution guide. 
These books contain outstanding photographs and the reproduction quality is 
remarkable. The black and white photos in the book were reproduced directly 
from the Noyes color prints, a process that was said to be an impediment in 
using them in the Breen book. Apparently it was not as difficult as supposed. 

The format of the Noyes books consists of a large photo obverse and 
reverse with the key diagnostic points plainly indicated. A short description 
largely following Sheldon or Newcomb comes next. Major die states are 
described accompanied by the appropriate photo. A preliminary condition 
census listing only those coins already photographed or independently confirmed 
by Noyes, Bird, or Robinson follows. The census information is not meant to 
be writ in stone, nor do I think its intent is to supplant Del Bland’s ongoing 
census work, a project of long standing and surpassing thoroughness. It should 
be taken as rather a progress report. A report I am sure it is hoped will 
encourage those who have not as yet had their CC coins photographed to do so. 

Still the mere appearance of the census has sparked controversy. As 
the process for making wine without crushing a few grapes has yet to be 
perfected, a few people feel their toes have been stepped on, and maybe they 
have been. Bill has a well deserved reputation for excessively strict grading 
standards. It is not at risk here. There are numerous examples of coins carried 
in a census at one grade but listed at a lower grade here. For example: Lot 70 
from the 1989 E.A.C. Sale, a 1796 S-112 graded AUS0 (it is only fair to point 
out that Bill did the grading and descriptions for this sale) and second finest 
known, is listed here as VF35. This is a choice coin which most viewers would 
grade choice XF45, and being problem free, little subjectivity should enter into 
its judgement. Fifteen points leaves a lot of room for discussion with some 
room for hurt feelings left over. As one may wonder where those 15 points 
disappeared to in two short years, it takes only a few "mistakes" to throw the 
credibility of a census into question. 

Similarly, a 1797 S-124 in the same sale was listed as F15. This coin 
has been listed as VF 30 in the past as it has extraordinary sharpness of detail 
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even though the surfaces are ugly and corroded. It is missing from the census 
even though coins as low as VG8 are included. While problem coins are 
difficult to grade, they must still be regarded in a serious way. The burden here 
is that of the technician not that of an aesthete. The task is to assign a 
reasonable technical grade, not to be an arbiter of fashion. I sense that Bill’s 
preference would be a clean VG rather than this lump of coal any day that 
should be left on a train track. Still the factors of desirability will always be 
fluid and relative to the subjective tastes of the players of the moment. We saw 
this graphically illustrated in October when the Lee Kuntz S-79, a black porous 
scudzy coin, brought a price sufficient to pay for several miles of track. 

Is this concern with the listed grades mere guibbling? I do not think 
most collectors will see it as such. However for the purposes of the 
photographic project, it may be. There are ambitious goals of photographing 
every significant example of every variety and die state. If this can be 
accomplished, it will enable us to place side by side the top five, ten or twenty 
of any given variety and compare them visually. Perhaps not as closely as if one 
had the coins themselves in hand, but with the photographs in these books, this 
is very close. At the point such a comparison is possible, the assigned grade 
will be largely irrelevant to the ordering of the census. 

This is an ambitious project, one that I feel is worth supporting. If the 
process thus far has bruised a few egos, or even if there are legitimate short- 
comings, when has it not always been so. The values and intentions of the 
authors are, I think, plain to see in the production quality. Printed entirely on 
glossy stock and bound in simulated leather, they are available only from the 
publisher, Lith Technical services, 1600 West 92nd Street, Bloomington, MN 
55431. The price of $190.00. includes shipping. 


We trust the writer is referring to commercially published works when he states in 
the fourth paragraph "there has never been photography like this in a large cent 
book before." Having seen the Noyes works, we are not about to discard our 
copies of Newcomb (1801-02-03), Clapp (1798-99), Clapp-Newcomb (1795-97, 
1800) or the Levick plate (1793). 


Recently in the June 1890 issue of Mason’s Coin Collectors’ Magazine, 
we noted an unimpeachable solution to the question of What does the 
"A. M." stand for in A. M. Smith? In his "Chats with Correspondents," 
Mason answers the question, "What has become of A. M. Smith, who, 


a few years ago, was a dealer in coins and California wines at Sixth and 
Chestnut Street..." Ans. Jacob Smith, whose business was conducted 
under the firm name of his wife, Annie M. Smith, removed to 
Minnesota a few years back and engaged in the "California Wine" trade. 
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EXHIBIT DONATION REPORT 


We were able to fund the $3,000 endowment for the Literature Exhibit, partly 
through the generosity of George Kolbe, who donated for auction a set of John 
Adams: Numismatic Literature, autographed by those at the N.B.S. General 
Meeting. Those who signed the books also contributed when the hat was 
passed, and we would like to acknowledge them by listing the signers. 


Bill Murray Wayne Homren George Fitzgerald 
Richard Reinhardt Henry Bergos Denis Loring 
John Bergman Carling Gresham Scott Miller 
Michael Hodder Pete Smith Russell Clunan 
Mike Greenspan Bob Metzger Len Lowe 
George Kolbe Linda Kolbe Scott Rubin 
Dennis Mendelson Dan Hamelberg Terry Starhurski 
Peter Gaspar David Block Frank Katen 
Laurese Katen Jim Adams David Sklow 
Wayne Johnson Jeff Rock Orville Grady 
Barry Tayman Roger Persichilli Myron Xenos 
Philip Carrigan John Burns Stuart Hawkinson 
David Thomas Bill McDonald Fred Lake 

John Huffman John Donaghue Margo Russell 
Michael Metros Charlie Davis Armand Champa 
John Ford Joel Orosz Michael Sullivan 


Donations were received from John Adams, Remy Bourne, Jack Collins, and 
Don Young. Many thanks to all. 


SOUTHERN REGIONAL N.B.S. MEETING 
Fred Lake 


The Numismatic Bibliomania Society held a regional meeting on Friday, 
January 10, 1992 during the 1992 F.U.N. show in Orlando, Florida. Attendees 
included Hank Spangenberger, Porter Wightman, Bob Van Ryzin, F.M. Rose, 
John Burns, Charles Irwin, Jeff Rock, Fred Lake, Paul Gilkes, Doris Whiteman, 
and several others who did not register. 

John Burns gave a slide presentation on the Carnegie Numismatic 
Library that focused on the George Clapp material that resides in that 
collection. In addition, slides were shown of the bound copy of the first six 
volumes of The Numismatist, several 17th and 18th century books relating to 
Greek and Roman coinage, and general views of the library itself. 

A question and answer session followed with regional representative 
Lake offering a short history of the society and showing the personal inventory 
book of A.W. Browning along with a copy of his book on the Early Quarters. 
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W. ELLIOT WOODWARD, A FEW NOTES AND NEW PLATES 
Charles Davis 


Terminal bibliomaniacs and numismatic researchers alike have long 
revelled in the writings of William Elliot Woodward, Roxbury pharmacist, 
historian, real estate speculator, politician and dealer in coins and medals. For 
a period of thirty years, 1860-1890 with an eleven year hiatus in the middle, he 
was the most prominent and prolific numismatic dealer/collector in the United 
States. Yet, save for a chapter in John Adams’ Numismatic Literature, Volume 
One, Nineteenth Century Catalogues (1982), virtually nothing has been written 
about this pioneer of American Numismatics. 

Elliot Woodward was born in Oxford Maine in 1825, the son of Caleb 
Woodward and his second wife Hannah Cary. While three siblings died in 
infancy, two brothers survived, Henry Augustus, who was a foreman at the 
Dennison Card Company in Dedham, Mass. and Charles Lowell, who moved 
to Jersey City and operated an Antiquarian Book Shop on Nassau Street, New 
York City, as late as 1903. 

In 1848, he married Clarissa Eliza Rays of Norfolk Connecticut, settling 
in Roxbury Massachusetts. We first see his shingle as The Eustis Street 
Pharmacy hung out in 1852, a name he would later change to Mount Pleasant 
Apothecary Store, which he immortalized with two issues of scrip in 1863. 
About 1866, he moved to his 
more familiar address N®258 
Dudley Street with residence 


MT.PLEASANT APOTHECARY STORE, 


KUNTIS ST RONHERY, JANES! IS6G. 


at N°260. Two sons, Harlow aay s€ =e 
Elliot (1851) and Clarence ae) 2. =e 

Elliot (1856) were born, and ok SAE. 
followed their father into the FIVE CENTS 


drug and cosmetic business. 

Numismatically we 
first see W.E.W. in 1860 with 
four unsigned, unnumbered, 
and frankly uninspired, auction catalogues conducted through the sales rooms 
of Leonard & Co, Boston. Woodward would later call these his "A," first, 
second, and third sales, with the first two considered legendary rarities today. 
However, beginning in 1862 and continuing for the next five years, Woodward 
conducted his "Semi-Annual" Sales with some of the most painstakenly prepared 
catalogues offering many of the most important American coin collections ever 
assembled. Perhaps as a true collector himself and not merely a merchandiser, 
Woodward would purchase collections, have outright title to them, and then 
catalogue them for sale. The great collections of Finotti, Colburn, McCoy, and 
the finest of them all, The Mickley Cabinet, were all the property of the 
Woodward when they were finally auctioned off. 

The success of the Mickey sale, however, ushered in an eleven period 
of numismatic inactivity. We do know that in 1869 he prepared a magnificent 
sale catalogue Bibliotheca Americana, containing his private library, the bulk of 
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which he had purchased several years earlier. This mammoth catalogue 
consisted of 6,810 lots in 668 pages. In its preface Woodward stated that only 
a handful of titles bore a foreign imprint, but those that did related to subjects 
of Americana. Numismatically, this sale included most American titles then 
published including both Bushnell’s, Felt, both Eckfeldt & Dubois’, and the 
Woodward published Phillips. While neither Adams nor Gengerke lists Biblio- 
theca in the Woodward series, we would make a strong case for its inclusion. 
It is certainly more numis- 


_ * Pal. VRerton 
matic than 16 of his numbered | SOF Oey, a 
sales (N®41, 53, 60, 65, 72,74, | “es @ , APOE » 
1S76, 9, 82, 85, 86,90; 91, _ 
92, 100) which deal exclusively ma AD: 
with stone relics, archaeology, | rasan // a oe Vee 

a oremoreaadin for change fue he 
and postage stamps, nearly 20 TWENTY CENTS 


philatelic sales included in Redecmath in envrent fands in Rees oe ow wai a above, | 
Eeasear d, Ao. theaeneman or wt Uh Hook Store AWA Piper CAST Washington Street, Boston, — 
Sale of minerals included 
within the Chapman series. 

This was not the sole literature-only sale cataloged by Woodward, and 
those who strive for completeness should consider adding the following to their 
want lists. Like Bibliotheca, these libraries were Woodward’s property when 
sold: 1) May 11, 1864, 72pp, 966 lots, sold at Cooley’s six days before the 
McCoy Sale (See p20); 2) April 10, 1876, 184pp, 2735 lots, sold by Bangs. 

While Woodward was numismatically inactive during the early 1870’s, 
he was very much alive in the Boston political scene and real estate market. 
The annexation of the town of Roxbury, later referred to as Boston Highlands, 
made land speculation in that area attractive, and he bought up both unde- 
veloped parcels of land and important residences. In the later category, we 
must include mansions previously owned by Governor Eustis and Colonel Swan 
as well as the Williams Mansion. The map of Roxbury shown in the centergate 
illustrates but a portion of Woodward’s holdings in 1873 (258-260 Dudley is just 
off the map to the left). His involvement in real estate was cited by Boston 
historian Samuel Drake who noted "Roxbury is indebted to Woodward for 
building up this section of the Town." 

In 1873, he was elected to the Boston Common Council, and served on 
the committee to rename Boston streets following the devastating fire of 1872 
(Chair N°26 on the plan no doubt watched closely by Chair N°41). As Roxbury 
had been annexed by Boston in 1867 and was being transformed from a rural 
to an urban community with many streets just being laid out, Woodward may 
have been given authority over the renaming process in that area. As a tribute 
to his sons, he named a pair of streets after each. In the Northeastern section 
of Roxbury, Clarence Street runs parallel to Woodward Ave (see map), while 
eight blocks South, Harlow Street runs parallel to Woodward Park St. 

In 1878, Woodward reemerged into a numismatic circle greatly changed 
during his absence. Strobridge was gone, and Cogan was writing his final 
catalogues. Mason, who had partially filled the void, had himself dropped from 
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The World of Woodward 
Roxbury, 1874 


The map denotes lots owned by Woodward in 
this sector of the city and reflects only a portion 
of his total holdings. The road at the bottom, 
Dudley Street, leads to Woodward’s apothecary 
several blocks off the map to the left. 
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sight. Only Haseltine could have been considered an established dealer in mid 
career. If Woodward thought a business opportunity had presented itself, so did 
others. In a two year period, initial sale catalogues appeared from Scott 
(10/77), Harzfeld (10/77), Frossard (9/78), and the Chapmans (10/79), with 
Massamore, Steigerwalt, Sampson, Smith, and George Cogan only another year 
or two away. Despite all the competition during the period 1878-1890, 
Woodward would produce 90 catalogues with many being quite specialized. 
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Clarisa Woodward died May 4, 1885 at a time her husband was writing 
two sale catalogues. The first of these, June 23-27 (N®76), is rare, perhaps 
reflecting poor distribution, while the second (N°77) June 29-July 1, is the readily 
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available A+ rated J. Colvin Randall Collection. As an interesting note, her 
estate, which was not probated until after W. E. W’s death, contained some real 
estate holdings, fully mortgaged, and a life insurance policy in the amount 
$6,500, an extraordinary amount for a woman in the nineteenth century. 

As a widower, Woodward does not seem to have prospered, and while 
he wrote 12 catalogues during 1886, seven were entirely non-numismatic, and 
only N°83, Twining, was remarkable. Two sales, which seem to have been clean- 
ups from earlier events, were the total output for 1887. The receipt in 1888 of 
the Klein Collection, "formed at Vicksburg," seemed to breathe new life, and his 
final 14 sales are more typical of the Woodward standard. 

Clarence and Harlow appear to have been somewhat successful, and in 
1880 they formed Woodward Brothers, Perfumes and Patent Medicines, and are 
later credited with founding the first discount drug store. We know little of 
Clarence, but Harlow inherited his father’s antiquarian interests. In 1869, at the 
age of 18, he published Epitaphs from the Old Burying Ground in Dorchester, a 
record of the second oldest cemetery in the United States. Two years later, he 
initiated a short-lived magazine The Old Curiosity Shop, which contained a 
contribution from William Strobridge, who stayed in close contact during 
Woodward’s numismatic inactivity (Woodward "C" [1871] and N%18 [1874] sales 
were written by Strobridge). In 1878, Harlow’s collection of coins and curio- 
sities were the foundation of his father’s sale N®20, and later we credit him as the 
cataloger of three philatelic sales: Woodward N°79; N°100, which may have been 
an honor bestowed upon the elder son; November 1889 under his own name. 
We last note Harlow as a Stamp Dealer at N°19 Washington Street in 1907, four 
years before his death. 

As Woodward had no house organ as did Mason, Frossard, and 
Steigerwalt, his most poignant writings were saved for his sale catalogues. His 
feud with Ed Frossard, initiated by his offering the fake Pescinnius Niger in his 
Sale 34, and continued with his Icabod Crane satire in Sale 39 has been well 
chronicled. Less known, however, is the fact that he buried the hatchet, and 
had an quasi partnership with his former enemy as shown by a notation at the 
bottom of his last dozen catalogs "Assisted by Ed Frossard of New York City." 

It is this agreement that probably accounts for the great rarity of plates 
for the Vicksburg Collection (Woodward sales N°95, 101, 102, 105). While Adams 
indicates that 12, 5, and 2 plates were prepared for Vicksburg I, II, and IV 
respectively, they are known today in perhaps only two libraries (The A.N.S. has 
only Part I). We suspect that Woodward was in failing health, and are 
reasonably certain that the plates were prepared by Frossard using his standard 
collotype technology rather than the Heliotype, which had been Woodward’s 
norm. Poorly promoted and separately issued in cardboard envelopes with the 
date of the sale printed on the flap, as Frossard had done when distributing 
plates for his December 1888 Hart Sale, we suspect that few were ever matched 
up with their corresponding catalogues and bound for posterity. 

Thus it was a great thrill several months ago when we discovered a set 
of 2 loose plates that had been prepared for Sale 102, Vicksburg III, the sole 
session of this four catalogue collection not previously known to have been 
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illustrated. Identical in look and feel to the other Vicksburgs, Plate 1 illustrates 
European Silver in addition to one NE and two Pine Tree Shillings and a 
Baltimore Six Pence (lots 261, 264, 265, 268), while Plate 2 depicts a Myddleton 
Token and a 1794 Cent, Apple Cheek variety, (lots 300, 329) among mostly 
Ancients. 

Woodward sold his apothecary in 1889 and moved in with Harlow, who 
lived, naturally, on Harlow St. From there he conducted his last two sales, 
advertising in the City Register only as a Real Estate broker. He died at home 
on January 5, 1892. While court record records indicated he owned several 
parcels of real estate, all were mortgaged to the hilt. Among his personal 
effects were listed a box of coins ($10) and a bookcase and contents ($25). But 
as his two sons were co-administrators, we would imagine his estate was well 
sifted before probate. He was buried in Forest Hills Cemetery, Jamaica Plain. 
This Summer, we had the opportunity to visit his grave and were very much 
saddened to note the lack of any marker for him or for Harlow, a central 
monument in the family plot having been erected only for Clarence. We felt 
it would be most appropriate for us to place a plaque commemorating our old 
friend, but the cemetery commission, in its infinite bureaucracy, requires the 
permission of a current family member. While the centennial of his passing 
would have been an appropriate occasion, we still hope to accomplish this goal. 


EXHIBITING NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
Wayne K. Homren 


Numismatists attending the 1991 A.N.A. Convention in Roseland last 
Summer were treated to one of the largest and finest sets of exhibits ever 
displayed at a coin show. The variety and quality was outstanding, and the 
highlight for numismatic bibliophiles was Armand Champa’s marvelous exhibit 
of selections from his library. 

Sharing treasures with fellow numismatists is what exhibiting is all 
about. Now that the Aaron Feldman award for Numismatic Literature exhibits 
is in place, it is time to start thinking about planning exhibits for the 1992 
Convention to be held in Orlando, Florida, August 12-16. This article provides 
an overview of A.N.A. exhibiting, furnishes tips on designing prize-winning 
exhibits, and suggests some ideas for exhibits of numismatic literature. 


The Exhibit Application 

First, some basics. To exhibit at an A.N.A. Convention, you must 
submit an application in advance, the purpose of which is to help A.N.A. 
officials plan for exhibits and cases. While exhibitors may bring their own cases, 
most use those provided by the Association. The application will be mailed to 
you on request. Watch The Numismatist for information, or just call or write 
A.N.A. Headquarters. The deadline for applications for this year’s Convention 
will be around the end of June. 
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The application also allows the exhibitor to select his category. Exhibits 
are grouped into categories to allow judges to compare exhibits containing 
similar material. For instance, there is a category for U.S. Coinage, another for 
Obsolete Paper Money, etc. Including Numismatic Literature, 22 different 
categories are available. 


The Perks 

To reward exhibitors for their efforts, the A.N.A. provides a number of 
free goodies to everyone who places an exhibit. For one, exhibitors receive free 
of charge a banquet ticket ($25 value) as well as a photo ID badge which 
permits early access to the bourse area. While the latter allows exhibitors to 
set up before the public arrives, savvy exhibitors use the extra time wisely, 
getting a head start looking for bargains at their favorite dealer’s table. The 
photo ID is also a requirement for use of the Security Room during the 
Convention. Another benefit is the exhibitor’s medal, a special edition version 
of the regular convention medal and badge, which has become a very collectible 
low-mintage A.N.A. item. Finally, you may impress your friends by sporting the 
special exhibitor’s ribbon beneath your badge. 


Logistics 

Ideally, exhibitors should plan to attend the convention from beginning 
to end. Exhibits should be in place before the opening ceremonies and remain 
there until the convention closes Sunday afternoon. Since it is often not 
possible to attend the entire show, you may name an assistant, who will be 
allowed to set up or tear down the exhibit in your place. Assistants also must 
receive a photo ID badge. 

To set up a display, the exhibitor must report to the judge’s table at the 
exhibit area and complete a form describing each major item of value in the 
exhibit. This form must be signed when setting up, and co-signed when dis- 
mantling the exhibit. He will then be directed to the cases allocated. Glass 
cleaner and paper towels are usually available for cleaning, but it is a good idea 
to bring your own. You may take as long as you like to set up. When you have 
finished the exhibit, an official will count the number of items and make sure 
everything corresponds to the form you had filled out. The official will then 
lock each case, retaining all keys, and affix lead seals. Don’t fret about security 
as the exhibit area is guarded 24 hours. 

Now you can relax and enjoy the convention. Judging takes place 
during the first two days of the show with each category being assigned a team 
of three experts in that field. The judges independently review each exhibit in 
their category, complete score sheets, question other numismatic experts as 
needed, discuss their differences, and finally select First, Second, and Third 
Place winners. Before the results are made official, each exhibitor has a chance 
to review the judges’ score sheets and argue his case for additional points. A 
schedule is posted with the period typically lasting just one afternoon. 
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The Exhibit Awards Ceremony, held Saturday afternoon, is a packed 
affair with exhibitors, friends, judges, numismatic correspondents, and A.N.A. 
officials. A winner is announced for cach category, and cach receives a plaque. 


Tips For Exhibitors 

So, how do you increase your chances of bagging one of those trophies? 
It takes some planning and effort, but it is easier than you might think. Even 
first-timers can produce award-winning exhibits by following a few simple rules. 
First, let’s debunk a few myths: 


MYTH #1: You need a case full of eye-popping raritics to win. 

This ts not a contest to see who has the biggest pocketbook. Rather it is about 
presenting numismatic material in an informative and enjoyable way. Suppose 
Exhibit "A" were to contain an 1804 Dollar, a 1913 Liberty Head Nickel, and a 
Brasher Doubloon, sitting on little plush velvet pillows with terse labels in 
gold-leaf. Exhibit "B" contains BU examples of 1943 stecl cents, a 1944 shell 
case cent, and a complete date and mintmark set of wartime silver Jefferson 
nickels. Accompanying the coins are photos of WWII scrap drive posters, 
newspaper articles announcing the coinage changes, and Mint Director reports 
describing the methods of manufacture, mintage figures, and procedures for 
releasing the coins. Exhibit "B" should win, for it presents a cohesive 
numismatic story supported by facts, figures and interesting collateral material. 


TIP #1: Tell a Story. An exhibit should be a short article, telling a story with 
flair from beginning to end. The only difference is that an exhibit is illustrated 
with the actual items, not pictures. 


MYTH #2: You need a large amount of material to win. 

Quantity is irrelevant. Consider Exhibit "C," a six case display filled with nearly 
300 different pieces of Washingtonia. Exhibit "D" has a single "Washington 
Before Boston" medal. Here the winner would be determined by the story that 
is told and the manner in which the significance of that single piece is 
presented. The judges will total the number of points on their sheets, not the 
number of items in the exhibit. 


TIP #2: Small is beautiful. Do not overreach by trying to display every item 
in your collection. Pick a few selected pieces and build a display around them. 
A well-planned one-case exhibit can easily beat an uneven 7-case exhibit. 


MYTH #3: You have to have a complete set of something to win. 

While completeness is one thing the judges look for, it is "completeness insofar 
as the exhibit title states.". Suppose Exhibits "E" and "F" each contain a choice 
set of Lincoln cents from the Philadelphia Mint. The tile of Exhibit "E" is 
"Lincoln Cents 1909 to Date," while that of Exhibit "F" is "Lincoln Cents of the 
Philadelphia Mint." Exhibit "F" would win points for completeness, but Exhibit 
"E" would not, since it does not contain a// Lincoln cents minted since 1909. 
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TIP #3: Choose your title carefully: Be sure to consider the implications for 
completeness when choosing your title. Be very specific. It may be best to 
select material first and then decide on an appropriate title. 


When the subject of an exhibit category for numismatic literature was 
first discussed, several A.N.A. officials thought that somehow it involved 
bringing in bookcases of literature to allow people to read the spine lettering. 
Obviously, that is not at all what exhibiting literature, or anything else, is about. 
Most numismatic books, periodicals, and auction catalogs will fit nicely in an 
exhibit case, and when surrounded by additional material, can be as interesting, 
educational, and entertaining as any other type of exhibit. Examples include: 


U.S. Half Cent Literature: This exhibit would outline the evolution of literature 
on the Half Cent by displaying copies of each major work, including Crosby, 
Frossard, Gilbert, Cohen, and Breen. 


The Pedigree of the Dexter 1804 Dollar: This exhibit would display auction 
catalogs documenting the pedigree of this famous specimen of the 1804 dollar, 
beginning with the Chapman sale of May 1885. 


Thomas Elder’s Periodicals: This exhibit would highlight the sharp prose of 
Elder’s house organs The Elder Monthly, The Elder Magazine, and The 
Numismatic Philistine. 


The Many Lives of Numisma: This exhibit chronicles the various different 
periodicals which have all gone by the name of Numisma, including those 
produced by publishers Frossard and New Netherlands. 


The Bibliophile’s Lexicon: This exhibit would explain various terms used by 
bibliophiles, illustrated with numismatic books. For example, sizes such as 4to, 
8vo, 12mo, etc, would be illustrated. 


The Evolution of Coin Illustrations: This exhibit would focus on the various 
technologies used over the years to illustrate coins in literature, including 
woodcuts, foil pressings, engravings, collotypes, heliotypes, and photographs. 


The "Redbook": This exhibit describes the history of The Guidebook of United 
States Coins, displaying different editions, with emphasis on variants. 


SUMMARY 

The range of potential exhibits is as wide as the field of numismatics itself, the 
variety and quality being limited only by the efforts of the exhibitors. Everyone 
reading this article is a potential exhibitor and should consider putting together 
a display for the Orlando and subsequent A.N.A. conventions. 


Winter, 1992 


Mail Bid Sale 


Catalogue N°24 
The Mark S. Auerbach Library 


Closing 
February 29, 1992 
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Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07962 


Tel: (201) 993 4431 
Fax: (201) 993 5179 
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Looking for a Numismatic Book? 
A Book with a Discount? 


Look no further - send for Katens’ fabulous Fixed Price List New 
Series No, 7. A list with 37 categories, from Dictionaries, Banking, 
Ancient, Europe, United States to Latin American, Israeli, Tokens 
and Jetons, Paper Money, Medals and Decorations and Periodicals. 
This list will probably turn out to be the largest Numismatic 
Literature List ever published. AND IT IS FREE @ 


Frank and Laurese Katen 


_ P.O, Box 4047 (301) 384-9444 
Silver Spring, MD 20914 Cable Address: Katencoin 


Say FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 ¢ SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Nuanismatic Books Books on Collectibles 


ANNOUNCING! 


A LIMITED EDITION REPRINT OF A CLASSIC RARITY 
One of the Most Important American Numismatic Auction 
Catalogues Ever Issued With Photographic Plates 


Thomas Elder's sale of the Henry Clay Miller collection on May 26-29, 1920 contains 
one of the finest offerings ever of Roman silver, Byzantine coinage, Early British and 
colonial coins, most notably Miller's personal collection of Connecticut coppers, which 
were used extensively in the preparation of his enduring reference work, The State Coinage 
of Connecticut. The Miller sale, extremely important in the above categories, and, well 
represented in many others, has received a rating of A+ from John Adams, and has long been 
considered one of Elder's most important sales. 

The regular softcover editions [issued by Elder in both a small and a large format] are 
quite scarce, and generally fetch $100 or so at auction. A small number of plated sales were 
produced by Elder, containing 28 fine photographic plates which depict some of the more 
important pieces in the collection. The plated sale is an extreme rarity, with perhaps a dozen 
examples known, and, only five ot six have appeared at auction in the last half century, 
usually commanding prices around the $2,500 mark! 


Rosa Americana Publications is pleased to announce the issue of a limited reprint of this 
extremely important sale. Included is the complete sale catalog, prices realized list and all 
28 photographic plates [not printed plates, but, actual photographic prints], painstankingly 
created from an original, mint copy, then hand bound into a hard cloth binding; in all, a 
faithful reproduction of the original--even down to the lettering on the front cover! 

Only 90 copies will be produced, and each will be hand numbered. Once finished, the 
negatives will be destroyed, insuring that no further reprints will be produced. These are 
offered to the numismatic fraternity at a cost of only $175 each, postpaid. When one 
considers that full-size photographic plates can cost nearly $10 apiece, and, that this work 
comes with all 28 plates, the price is astonishingly low. Collectors and dealers may reserve 
one or more copies by prepaying in full for the number of copies desired, or, by sending a 
deposit of $100 to reserve each copy; a payment of $90 will be due upon completion of the 
book [the additional $15 covers our bookkeeping costs]. California residents please add 
applicable sales tax. 

An additional ten copies will be hand bound in full leather and will be presented in a 
custom-made slipcase. A list of subscribers to the deluxe edition will also be bound into 
each copy. These deluxe editions are available at $495 each, and must be ordered and paid for 
in advance. Once these ten are gone no further orders can be taken, and, no more will be 
produced. 


We expect the finsihed reprint to be in collectors hands by early March, 1992. Order 
now to reserve a low serial number! 
Please write or call for more details. 


Rosa Americana Publications/Jeff Rock 
Box 3447 
San Diego, California 92163 
(619) 542-1041 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to 
British numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized 
references. Our update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 
18th Century British trade tokens was nominated for the 1991 I.A.P.N. 
Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins andclassical 
European numismatics. 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogs and periodicals related 
to these series. 


Our coin catalogs discuss the background and history of the coins we 
sell. Catalogs are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy. 
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Allan and Marnie Davisson 
Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 
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The Money Tree 
1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 

We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 

Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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Martin Folkes. TABLES OF ENGLISH SILVER AND GOLD 
COINS: First published by Martin Folkes, Esq; and now re- 
printed with plates and explanations, by the Society of 
Antiquaries, London, 1761 & 1763. Two volumes in one. iv, 
161, (1), 12 216pp, 19+ 42+ 6 copper plates. Quarto. Recent 
_tan half calf and marbled boards, raised bands. A fine fresh 
copy $275. 


The first illustrated and best edition,edited with additions, by John Ward and Dr Gifford for 
the Society of Antiquaries. Important as the first really comprehensive illustrated work on 
English coinage. Plate 30 illustrates U.S. colonial coins including N.E., Mass. silver and Lord 
Baltimore coinage. 


Rev Rogers Ruding. ANNALS OF THE COINAGE OF BRITAIN 
AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD OF 
AUTHENTICK HISTORY TO THE END OF THE FIFTIETH YEAR 
OF THE REIGN OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY, KING GEORGE 
Ill, London, 1817, (First edition). Four volumes. Vols 1-3, text: 
(8), xxxvi, 518; (2), 532; (2), xxxvi, 542pp plus 42 page index. 
Vol. 4: 42+ 19+ 6 and 13 supplement plates. Fold-out map 
of Mints & Exchanges, Plan of the Buildings of the New Mint 
with Explanation page. Quarto. Marching olive green cloth 
with gilt stamped red leather spine labels. A very alee cr 

250. 


‘Set. 

A two page printed publication announcement and a two page handwritten Ruding biography 
(circa 1840’s) tipped into Volume one. The announcement states that the demy quarto edition 
will be limited to 200 copies and that only fifty will be printed on large paper. The Ruding 
biography acknowledges permission from the Society of Antiquaries to use the plates from the. 
1761-63 Folkes work to illustrate Ruding’s Annals. Ruding added 13 plates of his own mostly 
of coins since 1763. Important and still very useful for the extensive documentary information 
included. 


Available postpaid and properly packaged from: 


John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave, 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 


Phone 310-421-0171 
After 4 PM PST, and on weekends 
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UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 
on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. GC. Adams ¢ A. N. A. Sales * Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder * Federal Brand ¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein ¢ Kagin's ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company ¢ Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ¢ Stack's 
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IMPROVING ON AN A+ 
Michael Hodder 


We all know New Netherlands’ 60th Sale (December 3-4, 1968) 
catalogue as John J. Ford, Jr.’s masterpiece. It represents the epitome of the 
numismatic auction cataloguer’s art. John W. Adams, in his United States 
Numismatic Literature IT grades this sale A+ and notes that it is "A strong 
candidate for the best executed catalogue ever." As a professional cataloguer, 
myself, I can attest to its importance in my own experience. It is one of the 
very few catalogues I come back to time after time, for examples of consistent 
style and logical organization that I can apply in my own work. Other auction 
catalogues may contain wider offerings, more exhaustive commentary, or greater 
rarities in the early American field, but few have been so well crafted and so 
nearly flawless in their presentation of relevant numismatic information. 

It is with great pleasure, then, that I can report the discovery of an 
annotated copy of the original manuscript of the sale. Some years ago a 
miscellaneous lot was offered in a numismatic literature auction. The lot was 
composed of papers from the late Ted Craige’s library and included 
correspondence, Ted’s unpublished manuscript on Bungtown coppers, notes on 
Connecticut coppers (including his discoveries of 1787 M 33.47-TT and 52-G.2), 
notes on the Immune and Immunis Columbia coppers, and other papers on 
numismatic subjects. Tony Terranova purchased the lot at the time. When I 
began freelance cataloguing for Stack’s in January of this year Tony brought the 
lot to me and together we went through the papers. 

That’s when this new discovery was made. At the bottom of the bag 
of Craige’s papers was a manila envelope with a mailing label dated June 8, 
1968 at Rockville Center. The envelope was addressed to Walter Breen in John 
Ford’s distinctive handwriting, which has not changed in character for more than 
30 years! Tony and I realized that something interesting could be inside the 
envelope and it was with some anticipation that we carefully opened it. 

The first thing we saw was a note "From the Desk of John J. Ford, Jr." 
dated June 7, 1968 addressed to Walter Breen. The notepaper is identical to 
that Ford still uses for his short commentaries. I have received many of them 
over the years and have learned to expect their contents to keep me busy for 
days or inspire a new research project. The note reads, in its relevant parts: 


I am sending to you, herewith, as per our telephone conversation of the 
other evening, xerox copies of pages from our forthcoming 60th sale, 
covering Colonial coins, lots 187 to 377, inclusive. 


Kindly go over these, inserting any corrections or comments in red (or 
any color than black), that you feel are necessary. I would particularly 
like footnotes re die sinkers, etc., in the New Jersey series. 


When finished, call NN, and Mrs. Neary will pick these up, and forward 
them to me. 
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The note concludes with Ford’s offer of photographs of any lots that Breen 
wanted and a final paragraph that reads: "Kindly attend to this matter at your 
earliest convenience." It is signed "JJF". 

You can imagine our excitement when we finished reading Ford’s note, 
because inside the manila envelope was a full set of annotated xeroxes of New 
Netherlands’ 60th sale! There are 63 pages of catalogue copy text, beginning 
with lot 187 and ending with lot 403. There are really two sets of xeroxes in 
this find. The first, 54 pages, is on thicker paper and includes the lots Ford 
referred to in his note to Breen, 187-377. The second, nine pages, is on thinner 
paper and the quality of reproduction is not as legible; it includes lots 378-403. 
The second set was not part of the material sent to Breen on June 8, 1968 and 
probably was added to the first at a later date, but one that was soon after Ford 
received Breen’s requested comments and certainly before December 3-4 of that 
year. 

The first set of xeroxes contains the manuscript as written by Ford. John’s 
peculiarities of word choices, style of expression, and spelling idiosyncracies 
establish this fact. The second set, containing copy for most of the New Jersey 
coppers in the sale, was written by another person. It is probable that Breen 
was the author of this portion of the sale. It has been claimed that Breen wrote 
most of New Netherlands’ catalogues during this and earlier periods, and the 
claim has been advanced in particular for the 60th Sale. Even a cursory reading 
of the manuscript contained on these xeroxes establishes that John Ford was the 
author of the lion’s share of the copy, however. 

The basic manuscript of the first set of xeroxes is Ford’s own cataloguing. 
Typographic conventions are rendered in the text in the usual form, text to be 
set in bold face being underlined, 6 point type being indicated in the margin for 
footnotes. Each description, including headnotes, is in its finished form. The 
text is, in other words, very close to being final copy, ready for the printer. 
There are many editorial changes to the descriptions, in Ford’s bold 
handwriting, made in black ink (thus the reason for asking Breen to use red). 
Breen’s comments are in a thin, spidery hand done with a red ballpoint pen. 
Those that Ford decided to use are circled in green with a wide tipped marker 
pen; those not used are either crossed out (but still legible) or annotated by 
Ford with the word "IGNORED" in bold capital letters. 

The second set of xeroxes, of lots 377-403, is quite different from the first. 
There are far more corrections made by Ford to this manuscript and far more 
personal comments than are found in the first set. Almost all of Ford’s notes 
in this set involve questions about syntax, grammar, and logical organization of 
thought, as well as typographical requirements appropriate for New 
Netherlands’ style. Ford’s notes are in red ink in this section, but now a blue 
ballpoint pen is also used to annotate the copy and Ford’s corrections. The 
blue ink notations are by Ford and are clearly done in haste. They do not 
indicate whether the notes in red were accepted or rejected; rather, they look 
like a sequence control system, each of the notes being crossed out as the editor 
dealt with them in series. From the looks of this second set of xeroxes, it 
appears that it is Breen’s unedited copy for these lot descriptions. 
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There are many comments addressed to each other in the margins of the 
manuscript which nicely express their feelings and personalities. In the first set 
of xeroxes these comments are largely numismatic and somewhat neutral in 
feeling. For example, the manuscript footnote to lot 248 (a 1722 Rosa 
Americana penny) reads: "...The obverse has a small dot above main dot after 
S;...", exactly as it appears in the final, catalogue version. Breen annotates after 
the "S" in the above text: "being a colon;", to which Ford replies in bold green 
capitals: "BUNK!" In another case, lot 302 (1766 Pitt token), the manuscript 
copy of the footnote reads, in part: "While undoubtedly used to some extent as 
a circulating medium, these pieces were almost certainly issued as 
commemorative medalets, most probably circa 1768-69." Breen replies in red 
at the end of the footnote: "Why this date?", to which Ford replies by circling 
"commemorative medalets", drawing an arrow from the circle to Breen’s note, 
and writing in bold green capitals: "THAT’S WHY!" 

The marginal notes in the second set of xeroxes are, again, quite different. 
They represent Ford’s comments about Breen’s cataloguing and are very 
pointed. They were probably not meant for Breen to read! Against Lot 378 
Ford wrote to Breen about a long pedigree Breen imbedded in the text: "Again, 
why not long ped.[igree] like this in 6 point? Take a week off and read NN59!" 
At the end of the page containing Lot 401 Ford wrote: "I feel like a teacher 
grading childrens’ scribblings. If I were for real, somebody would flunk." On 
the last page of this set of xeroxes Ford graded Breen’s cataloguing "F" with the 
comment "Rewrite or Fail"! Finally, harping on a subject still dear to his heart, 
Ford wrote above the description of Lot 402: "Your consistency only lasts a few 
pages at a time!" Those of us who know Ford and have submitted our own 
cataloguing to his critiques in the recent past know that he is a stickler for 
consistency in expression and logical organization of thought. The wise among 
us have benefitted from his criticism, which can, at times, be excruciatingly 
precise. His comments about Breen’s contribution to the 60th sale show that 
he has, indeed, mellowed over the years. 

Ford’s own changes to his manuscript, occasionally following Breen’s 
suggestions, are what make this discovery so important and interesting in the 
field of numismatic literature. They are of two types. The first are changes to 
style, grammar and syntax, and to what I like to call the cadence of a catalogue 
description (i.e., the sequence of presentation of information in a lot 
description). The second type involves changes of some numismatic importance. 

In the first set of xeroxes stylistic changes are the most common and are 
largely of insignificant effect. They do not alter the numismatic content of the 
description. They include examples such as seen in Lot 190, the Noe-3 Oak 
Tree shilling. The manuscript of the fourth full sentence originally read: 
"Planchet partially granular and slightly split as usual for this carelessly made 
variety." On the xerox, Ford crossed out the words "usual for" and substituted 
"commonly seen on", creating the final version of this sentence we can read in 
the published catalogue. Some of these changes are logically difficult to 
understand and so represent Ford’s purely personal stylistic choices. For 
example, the second full sentence of Lot 195, the Noe-9 Oak Tree shilling, 
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originally read: "Fully Fine; unevenly struck though perfectly centered." Ford 
changed it on the xerox to read: "Fully Fine; unevenly impressed although 
perfectly centered.", which is what we read in the printed description, today. 
The wording "...unevenly impressed although..." may have appealed to him as 
more formal in style than "...unevenly struck though...", even though both 
phrases exactly convey the same observation about the coin described. 

There are massive and thorough stylistic changes in Ford’s hand in the 
second set of xeroxes. In fact, almost every sentence in some lots bears the 
mark of Ford’s red pen and acerbic commentary in the margin. These 
represent, essentially, a re-write of the copy Breen submitted on these lots. 

There are few grammatical or syntactical changes noted on the first set of 
xeroxes. The few there are represent Breen’s corrections of the spelling of 
some little used words. For example, Lot 234 was originally described as: "(Sou, 
c/s RF within crenulated oval).", so Breen corrected "crenulated" to 
"crenelated", as we read today. Similarly, Lot 295 was catalogued as "Another. 
Prognathic bust r., ...", and Breen changed the spelling of the second word to 
the correct "Prognathous", as it appears in the catalogue. Changes of this sort 
are not unexpected, given the rarity of the subject words. Words common in 
the vocabulary of an educated person are correct throughout this first set of 
xeroxes. Others, commonly misspelled by today’s cataloguers, such as 
"iridescent" and "lustrous", are also correct in the manuscript. 

On the other hand, there are numerous grammatical and syntactical errors 
corrected in Ford’s hand on the second set of xeroxes. Many of the errors are 
fundamental ones, such as using the word "upon" when "on" is called for, or 
misplacing commas in long lists of surface color descriptive adjectives, or even 
misplaced or hanging modifying clauses. One or two sentences appear to be 
very clumsy constructs. For example, the penultimate sentence of Lot 394 (a 
Maris 65-u in Fine+) originally read: " This variety is only scarce, but in this 
condition and generally well struck on a planchet of any quality it is all but 
unobtainable." Ford’s comment states: "Most stupid sent.[ence] I have ever 
read...". In the final catalogue text it was changed to read: "Hardly scarce, but 
seldom seen well struck on a planchet of any quality." It should be clear that 
the text contained in the second set of xeroxes is not as polished as that in the 
first and clearly represents a first draft of the New Jersey coppers given to 
Breen for cataloguing. 

There are no changes to the cadence of any lot description in the first set 
of xeroxes. The sequence of presenting the parts of each is consistent 
throughout this set. The type of coin described is mentioned first. Then follow 
any required reference numbers (i.e., Noe 3; Crosby 3-F), which immediately 
precede the variety’s rarity rating. Next comes a physical description of the 
variety (eg. Lot 209: "Large Tree, reworked obv. die of last; reverse of last."). 
The grade follows immediately afterwards in a short sentence. A verbal 
description of the physical appearance of the particular specimen being 
catalogued is next, followed by a statement of pedigree and whether the piece 
is plated in the catalogue. Where felt necessary, additional information is added 
in a 6 point footnote. This was, by then, standard New Netherlands cataloguing 
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style, created by Ford years earlier and refined to its classic appearance in the 
60th Sale. 

By contrast, there are many corrections to the classic NN cadence in the 
second set of xeroxes, as might be expected. The 6 point footnote to Lot 398 
(VF Maris 17-b), for example, originally included only: "Very late die state with 
advanced obverse breaks. " The sentence "The undertype is not decipherable." 
was in the body of the description but following Ford’s suggestion was moved 
to the footnote, where we read it, today. Lot 400 (VF+ Maris 34-J) was 
described, in part, as: "Obverse unusually bold and quite smooth with a lovely 
mottled brown gloss. Chip out of flan as made, at swingletree. Reverse of 
lighter shade with hints of faded red." Ford’s comment reads: "No consistency 
here & trend of thought changes, thus I changed it." The published catalogue 
description reads: "Obverse unusually bold and quite smooth with a lovely 
mottled brown gloss; reverse a lighter shade with hints of faded red. Chip out 
of flan (as made) at swingletree." [Note: the spelling swingletree is European, 
singletree being preferred in America.] 

Changes of some numismatic significance are, as expected, few and far 
between. This holds for both sets of xeroxes. None represent radical 
restructurings of descriptions, revised attributions, or anything suggesting that 
the authors mis-identified a piece or its importance. The numismatic changes 
that can be found are mainly enhancements to existing text, and suggest that 
before any copy was written at New Netherlands correct attributions, best 
estimates of rarity, and grades had already been assigned to each lot (no grades 
show any changes, whatsoever). 

Typical examples of changes from the first set of xeroxes include the 
headnote to Lot 189 (Noe-2 Oak Tree shilling), which originally read: "Very 
Rare Oak Tree Shilling, Noe-2" but which Ford changed in his hand to read: 
"Extremely Rare..." The rarity rating of the Oak Tree shilling in Lot 190 (Noe- 
3) was dropped from "low R-7" to "Rarity-6", however, a reappraisal still 
accurate today; while that of the Oak Tree twopence in Lot 206 (Noe-29) was 
changed from "possibly Rarity 8" to "borderline Rarity 8", a little high by today’s 
reckoning. Lot 196 (Noe-11 Oak Tree shilling) was originally described with 
"...6 in date double-cut...", an inaccuracy that Ford changed to read "...6 in date 
recut...". He added the Crosby equivalents to Noe numbers 13 and 14 in the 
footnote to Lot 197 (intermediate state of N-13 and 14, called "N-13.3"), and 
revised the dating of the Oak Tree sixpence in Lot 199 (Noe-16) from: "(now 
known to have been struck in 1667)" to "(i.e. 1660-67)", following Breen’s 
suggestion. 

The second set of xeroxes contains the copy for most of the New Jersey 
coppers featured in the sale. Numismatic changes might be expected to be 
more common in this set, as it seems to represent a first draft of the catalogue 
copy, but examination shows that such is not the case. There are very few to 
be found, and those that can be are of the same nature as seen already in the 
first set. For example, the rarity rating of Lot 388 (Maris 6-C) was to be 
changed from " low Rarity 4" to simply "Rarity 4", but Ford ignored this by 
saying "What’s the difference?" in the margin. In similar fashion, the rarity 
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rating was omitted from the Maris 78-dd in Lot 396. Ford noted the lacuna 
with the note in red "(Rarity-)", but forgot to add the number and so this never 
made it into the published catalogue. Finally, Breen ended his description of 
Lot 398 (a VF Maris 17-b) with the comment: "This die combination not rare, 
but the grade is." Ford altered the copy to read: "Rare grade for this otherwise 
common coin.", as we read today. 

How did these xeroxes wind up in Ted Craige’s possession? The answer lies 
in Ford’s and Breen’s annotations to lot 201, the Noe-21 Oak Tree sixpence 
struck over a cut down Spiny Tree Noe-14 shilling. Ford’s manuscript copy 
reads, in part: "HVSET of MASATHVSETS mostly off planchet or partly 
replaced by a second border resulting from double striking...", exactly as it 
appears in the finished catalogue. Breen annotates these words with: 
"Overstriking? is it the shilling beaded circle?" Ford ringed Breen’s annotation 
in green and in bold capitals wrote: "TED CRAIGE PLEASE CK fie. 
CHECK] COIN IN OFFICE". Either Ford’s note was to himself, he called 
Craige in to New Netherlands to look at the coin, and gave Craige these 
xeroxes; or, Ford sent them to Craige for review. In either case, Craige 
probably obtained them after all the changes had been made to another copy 
of the manuscript, or on the printer’s gallies, themselves. 

For collectors of numismatic literature, or those of us who study the 
development of numismatic auction cataloguing style, the importance of this 
manuscript cannot be overemphasized. Not only is it the only surviving 
manuscript version of a New Netherlands catalogue, but it just happens to be 
the original copy for the firm’s finest effort, the 60th Sale. Reading these pages, 
one can see how already tight copy was further controlled and pared down to 
the essentials required of an accurate description of a coin. The marginal 
comments from Ford and Breen to each other help convey some of the flavor 
of this pregnant time in the history of cataloguing. Finally, the clear 
preponderance of Ford’s work, and his merciless editing of Breen’s contribution 
to the New Jersey coppers section, show us the mind of the author of this 
landmark sale at work at what he did, and still does, better than anyone else 
active today. 

Tony Terranova, who fortunately purchased and so preserved this 
manuscript, has decided to donate it to the library of the American Numismatic 
Society, where the recently sold New Netherlands bid books now reside. This 
is a most fitting repository for this priceless little jewel of numismatic literature. 


TRIVIA DEPARTMENT 


Most of us refer to a famous auction sale by the individual who wrote the 
catalogue. The school of thought prevalent in Attinelli’s day, and extending for 
several more decades was that reference should be made to the auction house 
where the sale actually took place or to the auctioneer who called the sale. In 
the three columns below we have listed the name of a consignor, cataloguer and 
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auction house and then scrambled them. Anyone caring to straighten them out 
should send his solution to the editor. 


Sale Name 
"A" Sale 
Bryant 
Bushnell 
Crosby 
Deats 
Dickeson 
Durand 
Finotti 
Gay 
Gregory 
Hills 
Lilliendahl 
MacKenzie 
McCoye 
Merritt 
Newcomb 
Stickney 
Thurston 
Wilson 


Wilson, J. B. 


Wood, Isaac 
Woodin 


Cataloguer 
Frossard 

Cogan 

Harzfeld 

Low 

Smith & Sampson 
Woodward 
Frossard 
Strobridge 
Frossard 
Raymond 
Mason 

Henry Chapman 
Haseltine 

Elder 

Edgar Adams 

S. H. Chapman 
Woodward 
Chapman Bros 
Raymond & Macallister 
Woodward 

Low 

Strobridge 


... and as long as were are talking trivia 


What new book in the numismatic arena contains ... 


5000 pictures of happy campers 

1000 pictures of the author 

500 pictures of the author’s wife 

200 pictures of the author’s children 

100 dollar list price (but available for 50) 
81 "Let’s feel good about Silver Dollars" chapters written by 
52 "I feel good about Silver Dollars" writers 
50 pictures of record jackets 

25 pictures of pin-up girls and belly dancers 


1 monkey 
OVE) 


Auctioneer/Auction House 
Anderson Galleries 
Daniel Kennedy 

F.C.C. Boyd 

The Collectors’ Club 
Morgenthau 

Leavitt, Strebeigh & Co 
Bangs & Co 

Clinton Hall 

Davis & Harvey 

Bangs & Co 

Irving Buildings 

Bangs & Co 

Birch 

Kennedy’s Auction Rooms 
Bangs & Co 

Geo Leavitt & Co 
Bangs, Merwin & Co 
Samuel T. Freeman 
Leonard & Co 

Bangs & Co 

Bangs & Co 

Cooleys 
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THE PRINTING HISTORY OF THE GILBERT HALF CENT BOOK 
P. Scott Rubin 


Little has been recorded about the various printings of The United States 
Half Cents. From the First Year of Issue, in 1 793, to the Year When 
Discontinued, 1857 by Ebenezer Gilbert. It is apparent that since its first 
announcement in 1916, there have been many different issues of the book. For 
the Half Cent collector it stood the test of time, and except for a few minor 
errors, including mislabeling of plated coins, it was the standard reference until 
the issuance of Roger Cohen’s book in 1971. A number of questions have been 
posed during the ensuing years about how to identify these different printings. 
Such questions as "How does one differentiate early printings of the plates from 
latter printings?", "What did the first issue of the book look like?", "How many 
copies were prepared with photographic plates?", When did Paul Seitz issue 
copies of the book?", "Is the Seitz issue really a reprint?", "How does one tell 
Seitz plates from Elder issued plates?" After examining many versions of the 
book, I will try to answer all of these questions and in so doing will also give 
some historical background of the book’s issue. 


The first announcement of the Gilbert Half Cent book appeared in the 
March, 1916 issue of The Numismatist. On page 154, Thomas Elder placed the 
following half page advertisement: 


A New Work on the U. S. Half Cents 
NOW IN THE PRESS 


This work, which it is believed will be the standard book of reference used 
for Half Cents, list about: 114 distinct varieties, not counting sub-varieties. With 
plates illustrating every variety. A ready work which makes identification 
comparatively easy. All the big rarities beautifully illustrated. Short-cut finding 
lists, enabling persons to identify the coins almost at a glance; tables showing 
degrees of rarity, etc. The most comprehensive work ever attempted. 


By Ebenezer Gilbert and Thomas L. Elder. Price: Paper-bound copies $2.50. 
Cloth, $3.00. Order now. Address the publisher 
THOMAS L. ELDER, 
32 East Twenty-Third Street, New York City 


It is interesting to note that Elder included himself as author of this book, 
along with Gilbert. By the time the book finally appeared in print, Elder’s 
name had been removed as co-author. His mentioning that the book is "NOW 
IN THE PRESS," agrees with the date of the preface written by Gilbert dated 
March, 1916. The finished work, however, may not have been available for 
many months with the delay caused by the shuttling of plates between Elder and 
S. H. Chapman, who actually performed the photography. It is known that the 
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photographs were first prepared without the variety numbers being indicated. 
There exist, however, copies of plates I, III, IV and V on which the white 
lettering has been applied by hand. This indicates that Chapman supplied 
original photographs to Elder with the intention that variety numbers be added. 
Chapman would then later transcribe this information directly to the glass 
negatives so that subsequent prints would contain both image and numbering. 
On Plate I, however, a problem arose with the image of the second obverse of 
1793, and a photograph of that coin was pasted in place with a photograph of 
the plate then being made. 

In addition, one should notice that the manuscript on plate I differs from 
that on the published versions of the other five. It does, however, match the 
other existing plates (III, [V and V) with original white lettering, and probably 
represents the hand of Thomas Elder. I feel the manuscript on Plates II-VI, i.e. 
those that were actually published, represents the hand of S. H. Chapman. 

The timing and content of the ad in The Numismatist was designed to 
reflect the difference between this book and two other publications on the same 
subject appearing on the numismatic scene in the years 1915-1916. The first of 
these was United States Half Cents Varieties, by Geo. R. Ross published serially 
in Volumes 28-30 (1915-1917) of The Numismatist, while the second was United 
States Half Cents, privately published by Theodore J. Venn in 1916. Ironically, 
the Venn work was reviewed in the same issue (page 143) of The Numismatist 
as the first Gilbert ad. 


"We have received from the author, Theo. J. Venn of Chicago a member of 
the American Numismatic Association, a copy of his "United States Half Cents." 
which is just from the press. The contents of the book are concisely set forth 
on the title page, which states that it includes "a description in the different 
states of preservation and their approximate monetary value as based on the 
average results of public coin auction sales during a long term of years. 

"In his introduction to the book, which has the caption "Facts for 
Collectors," the author discuses the half-cent series in general and, among other 
things, explains why the half cent has not been as popular with collectors as the 
large cent. Under the heading "What Constitutes Condition" he gives with 
considerable detail the different grades of condition which have been adhered 
to by collectors in general and which he believes should be fully maintained. 

"In the list of half cents by years Mr. Venn describes the marked varieties 
of each year and moments on the issue, and gives the value of the coin in each 
of the different conditions in which it is found. The total coinage of each year, 
where ascertainable, is also given. 

"The book contains a great deal of information which the collector of the 
half-cent series should know, and it will no doubt meet with a ready sale." 


It would seem that Elder felt that his book was about to be overshadowed 
by two works already making a name in the Half Cent field, and 1916 saw the 
third and the most important publication on the subject rise with a declaration 
that it would be the standard on the subject, which, in fact, it was. 


t The Asylum 


Elder’s advertisement appears to have made Ross rethink his strategy of 
describing the dies of one or two years per issue with the serial not being 
completed until April 1917. In the May 1916 issue of The Numismatist, he 
interjected "Die Varieties of Half Cents - 1793 to 1857," which was a table of 
varieties for all years - those already published and those that would not appear 
for another year. This may be seen as his attempt to hold off interest in the 
Gilbert book, but Elder countered in July with a half page ad of his own (p342): 


"The Gilbert-Elder Book on U.S. Half Cents has been O.K.’d by the best 
collectors. It is beautifully printed and by its help any half cent can be classified 
in a few moments. No hard study of tables on measurements; no puzzling 
descriptions. Our quick finding hints enable anyone to locate the number 
immediately. Price, with plates, $2.50. Sent on approval." 


The above pricing is interesting as the $2.50 price stated in March was to 
be for the paper bound edition and none in cloth was advertised. The reader 
should keep this in mind when examining copies for first editions as many were 
sold unbound with the plates loose. Examination of the plates becomes the key 
for a bibliomaniac. 


The following questions are the ones usually posed in trying to date a 
Gilbert book or a set of loose plates. 


1. How does one differentiate early printings of plates from latter printings? 


The clue for identifying the first issue of the photographs is found on plate 
II. In the lower right side, one up from the bottom an 1804 half cent is 
illustrated with a white number "10" under it. On the first issue of the plates 
the "0" is complete with no missing white ink. That this is the first issue of the 
plate is evidenced by two copies of this state of the plate, identical to each other 
and autographed and numbered by Ebenezer Gilbert. It will be shown later 
that the second issue of the plates was made after Mr. Gilbert’s death on 
January 10, 1922. 

In the second printing, two determining items may be noted. While the first 
issues were prepared with a matte finish, the second were actually glossy. In 
addition, on the second issue the "0" noted on plate II, lacks some sharpness at 
the top of the numeral (K11-K3). That the second printing of plates used glossy 
paper may be established by a discovery by Frank Katen of a group of unbound 
plates in an original box with the following markings: 

SENSITIZED PAPER 
EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
ROCHESTER, N.Y., U.S.A. 
"N&l FOR EXTREME CONTRAST NEGATIVES FORMERLY 
LABELED SOFT GLOSS SINGLE WEIGHT AZO F1 
ONE GROSS 8X10 EXPIRES FEB. 1, 1925 
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Thus it appears that the box was from the second printing of the plates and 
as can be seen the type of paper used was light weight glossy paper. As Gilbert 
had died in 1922, it would not have been possible for an issue of the book with 
the second plates to have been autographed by him. 

The clue to the third and all subsequent printings is that the same "0" on 
plate II now is very poorly formed lacking much of its right side. This key 
point, the deterioration of the "0" on plate II, comes from the fact that the white 
lettering on Plates II through VI were placed directly upon the glass negatives. 
In storage or in the print making process, some of the white ink for this one 
numeral began to crumble giving us these "plate states." 


2. What does a first issue of the book look like? 


The first hardbound copies were issued in russet cloth with the title page noting 
"Copyright Applied For." It also has plates bound spaced within the text rather 
than together in the rear. The plates are of a matte finish and are printed on 
medium thickness photographic paper. Later officially bound copies usually are 
of green cloth with the plates bound as a group in the back of the book. 


3. How many copies were printed with photographic plates? 


The text of the book was printed in such quantity that copies of the text 
remained available in signatures as late as the 1960’s. Plates, however, were not 
printed in such large numbers with only fifty sets of plates being prepared in 
1916 for binding with the text. In Elder’s Sale 194, March 19-22, 1924, he notes 
under Lot 1988 (a copy of the book) "The last of the first 50 copies and all 
present scts of plates used up." Elder later states (Sale 196, June 11-14, 1924, 
lot 1715) "Recently bound as the first edition of only 50 copies was all sold. 
This second lot consists of only 60 copies and will soon be sold. Retail price 
$4.00. Photographic plates by S. H. Chapman, Esqr.". From these two lot 
descriptions, we note that the number prepared with plates was 50 for the first 
printing and 60 for the second. | 


4. When did Paul Seitz issue reprints? 


It appears that sometime shortly after Elder’s death in 1948, Paul Scitz, 
who is reported to have been Elder’s son-in-law, issued copics of the book. The 
first copies were text only as seen in the following from Scitz to a Mr. Johnson. 


12/7/1949 
"Originally the Gilbert Half Cent books were offered both with and without 
plates. With plates it is now rather rare, selling around $7 to $10. Might 
mention that I have access to the original metal plates that were uscd for 
the printing. I am now chccking the copyright status and if I find that I 
would be allowed to make reprints, am planning to do so. If I can, will 
contact all the collectors who have ordered a copy as I had advertised." 
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Thus it unlikely that Seitz prepared any photographs before 1950. His use of 
the term "metal" probably indicated that he had not yet examined the plates he 
had acquired from Elder when he wrote this note. These plates are still in 
existence having been advertized in Penny Wise some years ago. 


5. Is the Seitz issue really a reprint? 


Since the text used consisted of overrun original 1916 printings by Elder, it 
is not a reprint. The plates are later impressions taken from the original glass 
negatives. (A parallel situation exists with the Browning book on Early Quarter 
Dollars where original 1925 text was combined with circa 1950 plates made 
from original negatives). 


6. How do you tell Seitz plates from Elder issued plates? 


The problem here is more complicated. Plates whose diagnostics match the 
description of versions or 2 are by definition Elder printings. After those 
printings, Elder made at least one more (state 3) which I have seen in a 
semi-glossy, thick paper edition obtained in 1941 by John Ford directly from 
Elder. Seitz made one or more editions of plates on a medium thick, highly 
glossy paper. The most commonly seen version comes in a black or dark blue 
composition cover with a wire spiral binding. In addition, these plates may be 
found unbound, and matching Elder’s state 3, only the style and weight of paper 
may be used to distinguish them. 


THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel Orosz 


When the sap begins to run in the trees, it is time once more to honor the 
saps who place ads in the coin papers. Yes, it is time for the third annual 
presentation of the most dubious honor in all of numismatics, the "Shammies." 
Again, the winners have been chosen by the Academy of Wretched Excess in 
Numismatic Advertisement, and they are being honored for excellence in the 
employment of hyperbole to increase sales. Despite the recession and the 
dismal coin market, a record number of winners will be honored this year, 
which demonstrates that Dr. Johnson was wrong. "Patriotism is only the 
next-to-last refuge of a scoundrel. Now, the envelopes, please... 


The "Anyone here speak English?" award goes to David Hall, for this 
bewildering example of descriptive overkill: "CREAMY $5 LIBERTY 1904 $5 
Liberty, PCGS MS-66. Spectacular surfaces. Dripping with frosty gold luster. 
100% fully struck. The 1904 Philadelphia Half Eagle is reasonably three in all 
grades." Judge’s comment: huh? 

Coin World 9-25-91, p.20 


Spring, 1992 15 


The "Don’t know much about history" award goes to intrepid double winner 
David Hall for claiming that "the trade dollar is one of the world’s most 
important type coins..." The trade dollar was a commercial flop and is the only 
American coin ever to be repudiated as legal tender. Judge’s comment: Does 
Mr. Hall drive one of the world’s most important type cars, like an Edsel? 

Coin World 9-25-91, p.20 


The "This is my final offer--until tomorrow" award goes to E.J. Aleo & Co, 
whose ad for a General Schwarzkopf silver bar carried this stern warning: 
"IMPORTANT; If you want this limited edition it is strongly advised that you 
order now since this offer will not” be repeated in Coin World." The asterisk 
directs the careful reader to this disclaimer in agate point at the bottom: "If this 
offering is repeated in Coin World it will definitely not be repeated for many 
months (possibly Christmas season)..." 

Coin World, 7-3-91, p.23 


The "We know what is in bags we’ve never opened” award goes to Foothill 
Coins for this mind-bending claim: "Nothing has been, or will be taken out of 
these bags. In fact, most of the bags haven’t even been opened -- just enough 
to make sure that they are all "S" mints." 

Coin World, 7-3-91, p.112 


The "I guess that means they really look worse" award goes to Paul Sims, 
Inc. for using the following line to pitch one pound "silver eagles": "These are 
NOT USS. Mint products, but they almost look better!" 

Numismatic News, 4-30-91, p.9 


The "Mother Theresa ’we never even considered making a profit’ award 
goes to Accugrade, Inc. for their self-description as "a company whose main 
interest is to document, educate, inform, and package and ensure long term safe 
storage of your rare coins." 

Coin World, 4-24-91, p.41 


The "Fidel Castro Memorial Harangue" award goes to double winner Paul 
Sims, Inc. for shouting that coins are “amazingly ridiculously, blatantly and most 
of all, OBVIOUSLY too cheap." 

Coin World, 4-17-91, p.6 


The "Funny, it sounds like the usual hype to me" award goes to Dr. Terry 
McGarth who shells his newsletter, entitled AU, thusly: "Once every couple of 
generations, the opportunity comes along to make a lot of moncy with hardly 
any risk. If you do what I do there is a good chance you could be rich by 1995. 
AU is NOT the usual hype." 

Coin World, 4-17-91, p.13 
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The "Noah Webster, phone your office" award goes to IAM enterprises for 
their peddling of "The Million Dollar Bill - - An Authentic’ Collectable created 
by the American Bank Note Company." Judge’s comment: "Yet, its a genuine 
fake." 

Numismatic News, 4-30-91, p.18 


The "My, isn’t that convenient" award goes to the Royal Hawaiian Mint, 
which "accidentally" made mistakes on the design of their bullion "coins" 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of Pearl Harbor. Rather than destroy the 
"error" strikes, the Royal Hawaiians are hyping them, announcing that "the 
original 1,367 ’errors’ will be available after Dec. 7." 

Coin World, 11-13-91, p.23 


And now, ina historic moment, we honor hour first-ever triple winner. The 
"B. Max Mehl ’uncirculated for the coin” award goes to David Hall for his 
commentary upon the grading practices of his firm, the Professional Coin 
Grading Service: "You’ve got to grade the coins as high as you can by our 
standards’, he said of the instructions given to the staff. "Our emphasis is to 
hammer on the guys [grades] to give the highest grade we can” 
Coin World, 10-30-91, p.3 


The "high tech voodoo grading" award goes to Compugrade, which now 
grades by decimal increments, as well as luster and cameo indices. Judge’s 
comment: Since the current grading system is unworkable due to its complexity, 
it is very logical to "solve" the problem by tripling the complexity! 

Numismatic News, 8-13-91, p.45 


The "water not included" award goes to the House of Onyx, which offered 
to sell "1,000 Carats of Emeralds for only $16.00." Judge’s comment: These are 
uncut, unpolished, and ugly. One sentence in the ad unintentionally reveals the 
truth about this "bargain." "Just imagine the surprise at someone’s face when 
they take one of the Gemstones and wet it to see the beautiful Green show up." 
Judge’s comment: Until it dries, that is. 

Coin World, 12-4-91, p.80 


The "legal Tender -- just not here" award goes to the Franklin Mint, which 
pushed "The Discovery of America 500th Anniversary Coin collection" with a 
large red headline proclaiming it to be an "Official Government Issue." Fine 
print reveals it to be legal tender of the British Virgin Islands. 

| Numismatic News, 12-31-91, p. 11. 


The "Roseanne Barr Arnold good taste in advertising" award goes to 
Mastermint for its elegant 1 once bullion round, "Tinkle Bells." This piece 
depicts Santa Claus, in rear view, relieving himself into a urinal. Judge’s 
comment: as witty as it is tasteful! 

Coin World, 12-18-91, p.34 
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The "Overgrading for fun and profit" award goes to PCI for implying that 
most coins sent them are given a "Premium Quality" rating. As they say, 
"substantial ’generic’ grading will not suffice at PCI." Or, as their formula states 
it, "PQ + Grading + Slabs = $$$ in your pocket." Judge’s comment: more like 
$$$ in PCI’s pocket. 

Numismatic News, 12-31-91, p.55 


The "Casey Stengel torture of the English language" award goes to Chaim 
Greenberg, who made the following memorable statement while marketing the 
book Path of the Righteous Gentile: "Verified results of increased prosperity into 
many thousands of dollars as well as higher quality of living to who keep these 
laws." 

Numismatic News, 12-31-91, p.65 


And finally, a special award to a normally responsible advertiser, but one 
that obviously does not proofread copy. The "boldest prediction of the year" 
award goes to the Coin Dealer Newsletter. Their ad features an 1878 Morgan 
Dollar, with the Following notation: "Our prediction: in 1991, the price of this 
coin will definitely go up, or down, or maybe it won’t.". Normally, this would be 
a reminder of the pitfalls of prognostication. However, since this spot ran in 
the January 13, 1992 issue of Coin World, it seems that someone on the CDN 
staff might have been willing to venture a guess as to what that dollar would 
"do" in 1991! 

Coin World, 1-13-92, p.7 


This completes Shammies III. The Academy looks forward to being with 
you again for Shammies IV next year. Until then, just remember the 
Shammies’ motto: 

It’s alright 

If you buy, 

If you’ve read them first 

With a jaundiced eye! 


WOODWARD SCRAPBOOKS 
Charles Davis 


Lack of space in the last issue caused us to remove several paragraphs from 
our paper on Elliot Woodward, but we did want to make some mention of the 
following excerpt taken from his 81st catalogue - April 19-22, 1886. 


"The compiler of this Catalogue endeavored to bring together a good 
working collection of books on Numismatics and in addition many years ago he 
undertook to obtain everything possible issued on the subject by amateurs, 
collectors and dealers. His plan contemplated not only catalogues of private 
collections but of dealers as well, their offerings at private sale and at auction. 
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Reference to the catalogue will show that while few auction sales made in the 
country are omitted, the offerings of dealers at private sales are to be found 
here with scarcely an exception. A painstaking effort has also been made, in 
many cases attended with great trouble and some expense to bring together the 
fugitive articles that have from to time to time appeared in newspapers and 
magazines. A great quantity of these has been gathered, sufficient to fill a 
number of large scrap books. This vast amount of material, designed to 
illustrate Numismatics in America, historical and commercial is doubtless 
unrivalled in extent by any other collection existing, and the owner parts with 
it with much regret and leaves to other and abler hands to complete a work 
which he has long contemplated." 


A hint at the extent of Woodward’s clippings is shown by Lot 1893 


"Peck, William D. Books and an Extensive Collection of Minerals, Coins, &c.. 
Cambridge 1823, This catalogue antedates by five years that of the 
celebrated Benj Watkins sale. This collection is believed to be the first 
collection of coins ever offered for sale at auction, and the catalogue is 
doubtless unique." 


While George Kolbe, following on the seed planted by Joel Orosz, has since 
discovered an even earlier sale, that of Pierre Eugene du Simitiée, Philadelphia 
1785, we admire Woodward’s attention to detail. We would imagine that the 
reclamation of his scrapbooks from a forgotten attic would stimulate more than 
just a mild bit of interest in several quarters. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


1 We have received a very generous offer from William Malkmus to prepare 
an index for The Asylum Volumes VI-X, and he has already prepared a draft 
including all numbers to date. Members wishing to see their names in this 
index still have two issues of Volume X to which they may contribute. (This is 
also a not too subtle hint that we would like to see more than the usual 
contributors submit articles for review) 


1 Collectors of Ed Frossard’s catalogues have maintained a blank space in 
their libraries for his Sale N%78, which is listed by John Adams "No such number 
published." However, Dan Hamelberg recently sent us a copy of Frossard’s 
131st sale in which F placed the following notice: "Wanted. Catalogues 62 and 
78 of my series, priced or unpriced." This is hardly of the magnitude of Samuel 
Brown advertising for the 1913 Liberty Head Nickels that he already had the 
market cornered on, but we wonder if any of our readers care to comment on 
Frossard’s request. 
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{ Armand Champa is trying to assemble a complete set of the reprints of The 

American Journal of Numismatics prepared by the Johnson Reprint Company 
circa 1965 and is not certain that all numbers exist. We know that this firm 
purchased back issues from the A.N.S. and then borrowed those years necessary 
to fill in the gaps. Thus they had access to all issues, and we believe they 
reprinted all 53 volumes. Frank Campbell, Librarian at the A.N.S., has advised 
us that even they do not have a complete set of reprints as Johnson sent them 
reprints of only those years for which they had borrowed originals. We would 
appreciate receiving a list of reprint volumes owned from any reader who may 
have them in his library. 


1 Joseph Boling, A.N.A. Head Judge, comments on Wayne Homren’s article 
on exhibiting literature in the last issue of The Asylum. "The rules do not yet 
allow an exhibit to be installed by someone other than the exhibitor; a surrogate 
can be used for take-down, but not for set up." [also] "The exhibitor’s appeal 
period is from 8:30-10:30 AM on Friday. The exhibitor must also know that an 
appeal ... can result in a reduction of points." 


{1 A numismatic society, unless it is to exist simply as a correspondence club, 
should look to provide some service to its membership and to the science in 
general. N.B.S., frankly, has done little other than publishing The Asylum, and 
conducting its annual meetings at the A.N.A. Annual Convention. We are 
already painfully aware how difficult it is to motivate individuals to complete 
those tasks that they have signed on to, and so we hesitate to suggest a club 
project. Early American Coppers, for instance, was formed in 1967 with lofty 
aspirations of assisting Sheldon with a revision to Penny Whimsy. Twenty-five 
years later, the book remains but a manuscript. Yet we would like to suggest 
the following idea. Despite the whimsical name of the society and its journal, 
N.B.S. is comprised of serious numismatic students who use their libraries for 
the content contained on their shelves. Many of us have assembled runs of 
periodicals and derive some satisfaction simply from owning sets of The 
Scrapbook, The Numismatist, The American Journal of Numismatics, etc. Just 
these three titles alone occupy over fifty feet of shelf space, yet we really do not 
know how to find anything in them. Periodicals represent the single most 
untapped source of numismatic information simply because no index or no 
decent index exists. Our suggestion to be considered by the membership would 
involve the club-sponsored preparation of a consolidated index for the above 
three periodicals as well as both Coin Collector’s Journals, Mason’s Magazine, 
Mehl Monthly, both Numisma’s, Numismatic Review, and perhaps The Whitman 
Journal. We have our own ideas as to how this might be accomplished, but at 
this early stage, we merely plant the seed. We will not open a larger mailbox 
to accommodate the flood or responses, but perhaps several of our readers 
might have some suggestions (constructive, please) on these thoughts. 
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Advertisement in December 1915 Numismatist 


Mr Low First 


In number of public sales past or present catalogers - 183 


to adopt "trime" for the 3¢ silver coin, introduced by Jas. Ross 
Snowden, Director of the Mint, vide p. 112 in his description of the 
mint collection of coins, 1860; also endorsed by Isaac Francis 
Wood, about 1873 

to have a typewriter 

to have a telephone 

to have a registered cable address 

to have a automatic numberer 

to commence public sales at 1:30 P.M. (2 P.M. for 40 years) 

to conduct sales in a hotel 

to act for the auctioneer 

to use the millimeter scale of measurement 

to use a return envelope 

to use the Modern window envelope 


LYMAN H. Low 
Coins and Medal Expert 
New Rochelle NY 


BOLENDER SNAPS 
P. Scott Rubin 


On page 93 of the August 1915 issues of Philatelic West and Collectors World, 
is an advertisement with the heading Bolender Snaps - Eat ’em up. The ad was 
of course placed by M. L. Bolender of Orangeville, Ill, a gentlemen known to 
us as the writer of 197 auction sale catalogues and the standard reference on 
the Early Bust Dollars. In United States Numismatic Literature, Volume IT, John 
Adams notes "The hobby became a part-time business in 1923..." This date is 
accompanied by a footnote "In [his] Sale 37, composed in 1928, Bolender refers 
to Knowledge gained through 15 years of earnest dealing in coins.’ This would 
start his career in 1913, but there is no external evidence to confirm this date." 
With this advertisement, we have now confirmed his entrance into the business 
by 1915 at the latest. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
David Block 


Elizabeth M. Harris. The Art of Medal Engraving, A Curious Chapter in the 
Development of 19th Century Printing Processes. Newtown: Bird & Bull Press, 
1991, Quarto, 40 + 12 + (6) pages, illustrated, $160.00 


As Ms Harris explains, a mechanical process for producing engraved copper 
plates was developed early in the nineteenth century. Numismatists had long 
been unhappy with the inaccuracies in prints from hand-engraved plates which 
supposedly pictured coins and medals. The development of the medal 
engraving machine made it possible to produce illustrations which give the 
illusion of photographic quality. She describes the work of several men in 
France, Great Britain, and the United States who contributed to the 
improvement and commercialization (such as it was) of the device. Among the 
illustrations is a halftone copy of the picture of the second United States Mint 
published in Eckfeldt and duBois’ 1842 Manual of Gold and Silver Coins, 
produced from Joseph Saxton’s medal ruling machine. Another illustration is 
an actual engraved page from the great French publication, Tréor de 
Numismatique et de Glyptique (twenty volumes, 1834-1858), this from the 
machine of Achille Collas. To avoid being accused of being a biblioclast, the 
publisher (Henry Morris) explains that the leaves he used came from defective 
volumes of the 7réor supplied by George Kolbe. 

As an appendix to Ms Harris’ article, the publisher has added an interesting 
1837 article by a Vincent Nolte, reprinted from The Literary Gazette, concerning 
an unsuccessful attempt to gain a government subsidy to issue a medallic history 
of Great Britain illustrated with plates engraved by Achille Collas. Although 
the attempt was defeated on the grounds that Collas was French and that his 
process produced distorted images, the real issue was that an Englishman 
named John Bate wanted the subsidy. It was never received, and the 
publication was abandoned. 

Although in addition to Eckfeldt and DuBois, a few other numismatic books 
published in this country have illustrations from Saxton’s machine, the 
development of photographic illustrations and the processes based on photo- 
graphy (see G. Kolbe "Photographic Illustrations in Numismatic Literature," The 
Asylum, Voll N*%1) meant the demise of mechanical copying of coins and medals. 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS CONVENTION 


At the E.A.C. Convention held in St Louis April 2-5, Dennis Mendelson 
exhibited his impressive collection of original works on large cents. Containing 
virtually every standard reference on the subject, the display included legendary 
rarities including an 1881 Andrews (1816-1857), both the 1869 and 1870 editions 
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of Maris (1794), a leatherbound 1925 Newcomb (1801-1802-1803), and a 
leatherbound 1931 Clapp (1798-1799). Dennis is also to be congratulated on 
acquiring from Fred Lake a letter (illustrated on page 23) from Howard 
Newcomb to Damon Douglas. In it, Newcomb notes that his large cents were 
being moved away from the war zone and that his manuscript on the late date 
book was also packed away. Given that Clapp had written a foreword for it in 
1940, we wonder why Newcomb still had it in his possession two years later and 
two years before Stacks would publish it. 

As a surprise highlight to the Convention, Eric Newman provided an open 
house Friday evening at the Mercantile Bank’s Money Museum which he 
oversees. Bibliophiles in the group headed straight for the library which is 
neatly housed in a two floor office at the rear of the museum. Convinced that 
we needed more than just an hour, Mr. Newman offered us the opportunity to 
return for a private showing on Saturday, an invitation quickly accepted by your 
editor, John Burns, and Wayne Homren. Wayne has promised to submit an 
article for a future number of The Asylum detailing some of the highlights we 
encountered. 


ste FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 @ SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Nuimisinatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Niamismatic Books Books on Collectibles 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
P. Scott Rubin 


Since our last issue, a number of events have occurred that have had a 
significant effect on our hobby. On April 2, 1992 the United States Mint 
celebrated its 200th anniversary. Two noted historians, one of whom is N.B.S. 
member Q. David Bowers, spoke at the official celebration. I know he needs 
no introduction to this organization, and his talk was brief but interesting on 
many levels. The second important event was the private sale of the largest and 
most complete large cent collection ever formed. This event saddened me 
because now there will not be a properly prepared listing or auction catalog of 
this collection. If an auction had occurred, I know most, if not all of our 
members would have added the catalogue to their libraries, and many would 
have attended the sale and probably purchased an item or two from it. The 
third notable action was by Harry Bass, who has established a foundation to 
hold his large collection and make it available for research. This may turn out 
to be one of the best things to happen to the hobby in years if access is made 
available and a catalogue of its contents is published, as stated as one of the 
foundations goals. I wonder if Mr. Bass’s extensive library is included. 

Please remember our commitment to provide the A.N.A. with exhibits for 
this years Convention. Please write to the A.N.A. or to me for information so 
that we may have a good showing in our first year’s exhibit class. 


The following was submitted by an anonymous member, who thinks he 
clipped this from a Superior catalogue, or maybe a Kagins, or maybe 
Kreuger, or maybe... 


A beautiful, outstandingly immaculate and scarce example with 
shimmering, rich, lustrous surfaces and a pleasing and very appealing 
mellow creamy and satinlike appearance. Extremely attractive with 
pristine, unmarked, and sharply brilliant fields which are bright, deep 
mirror prooflike, and luminescent. Splendid peripheral toning with an 
amazingly nice contrast between the original gleaming reflective 
surfaces and the superior frosty ultra clean cameo devices. Exquisite 
rose touches and light hints of glossy golden hues burst from this 
elusive rarity. There is also a ample supply of incredibly decent tinges 
of crisp silvery sparkles throughout. This spectacularly vibrant 
specimen of majestic proportions is as captivating as it is magnificent. 
A truly handsome, highly underrated, and impeccably remarkable coin. 
of this quality is virtually impossible to locate in this gorgeous and 
ultimate state of preservation. None finer. Perfection. Unbelievable. 
Wonder Coin! 
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Numismatic News is quality 
from cover to cover 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS tells me all that | need to 
know about the hobby on a timely basis. | look 
forward to reading NUMISMATIC NEWS and its 
sister publications from cover to cover over the 
coming year." 


Glen Johnson, Illinois 
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When a publication holds your 
attention from the first page to the last, 
you know you're onto something good. 
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Mail Bid Sale 


Catalogue N®°25 
The Robert Wester Library 


Closing 
May 23, 1992 


Catalogue w/prices realized $5.00 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07962 


Tel: (201) 993 4431 
Fax: (201) 993 5179 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; 
also ANS, NBS, NLG 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to British 
numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized references. Our 
update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 18th Century British 
trade tokens was nominated for the I.A.P.N. Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins and classical European 
numismatics 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogues and periodicals related to 
these series. 


Our coin catalogues discuss the background and history of the coins we sell. 
Catalogues are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 
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FOR SALE 


Pembroke, Thomas. NUMISMATA ANTIQUA IN TRES 
PARTES DIVISA COLLEGIT OLIM ET AERA INCIDI 
VIVENS CURAVIT THOMAS PEMBROCHIAE ET MONTIS 
GOMERICI COMES: (London), 1746. Engraved title page, 
38+1+98+129 engraved plates [bound with Part 4] 
NUMMI ANGLICI ET SCOTICI CUM ALIQUOT 
NUMISMATIBUS RECENTIORIBUS, COLLEGIT. Title 
page, (1)+41 engraved plates and an 8 page Index to the 
Pembrokian Coins and medals by Joseph Ames, 
Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries. Quarto, Brown 
half morocco, marbled endpapers. A clean fine copy 
$350. 


Numismata Antiqua provides the only illustrated record of the great Pembroke 
collection sold at auction in 1848 by Sotheby. This copy has the written names 
(signatures?) of its former owners: John Ives (English numismatist, collection sold in 
1777); Alexander Balmanno (Brooklyn numismatist, collections sold by Haseltine, 
Low, and Sotheby); Isaac J. Greenwood (joined A.N.S. in 1859 and donated his coins 
and library to them in 1911); Deaccessioned by the A.N.S. in 1966 and then in the 
library of John M. Alden with his signature 


Available postpaid and properly packaged from: 


John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave, 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 


Phone 310-421-0171 
After 4 PM PST, and on weekends 


Zo 
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THANKS FROM THE MONEY TREE 


To all of our consignors and bidders or having made our 
13th MAIL BID SALE OF NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
our most successful ever. 


WE HAD OUR LARGEST NUMBER OF CONSIGNORS 
WE HAD OUR LARGEST NUMBER OF BIDDERS 
WE HAD OUR LARGEST TOTAL DOLLAR VOLUME 


ALSO 

Because of our prompt paying bidders, we were able to 
pay all of our consignors IN THIRTY DAYS of the 
close of the sale. 


REMEMBER: our annual summer sale of numismatic 
literature will close in mid-July. 


So, if you are interested in consigning to our sales, feel 
free to contact us for our terms. Or please fet us know if 
we can be of any other help. 


MYRON XENOS, NLG 
KEN LOWE, NLG 


Members: ANA, NBS, ANS, EAC, JRCS, TAMS 


THE MONEY TREE 
1260 SMITH COURT 
ROCKY RIVER, OHIO 44116 
PHONE: (216) 333-3444 
FAX: (216)333-4463 


FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 
TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 
English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 


| Want to Buy for My Library 


I will purchase complete runs, duplicates or 
single copies of the following periodicals: 


FROSSARD’S NUMISMA 
SCOTT COIN COLLECTORS JOURNAL 
MASON’S MONTHLY; MASON’S COIN JOURNALS 
STEIGERWALT’S COIN JOURNAL; THE CURIO; PRICE LISTS 
ELDER’S MONTHLY; MAGAZINE 
NUMISMATIC ANTIQUARIAN OF PHILADELPHIA 
CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN JOURNALS 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


s 


Also Wanted 
ANA MEMORABILIA-PHOTOGRAPHS-EARLY CONVENTION 
PROGRAMS-PHOTOGRAPHS OF FAMOUS NUMISMATISTS 


Contact 


Armand Champa 
P.O. Box 22316 
Louisville, KY 40222 


THE AdYLC0Y 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume X, No. 3 Summer, 1992 
CONTENTS 
Earliest Publications on American Numismatics - A Rediscovery ....... 3 
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THE OUTSTANDING LARGE CENT LIBRARY 
FORMED BY DENNIS MENDELSON WILL BE 
SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION DURING THE 
LONG BEACH COIN CONVENTION ON 
OCTOBER 1sT-4TH, 1992 7 7% 


FEATURING: All of the classic works on large cents including 1869 & 
1870 Maris ° 1881 Andrews * 1923 Chapman + Deluxe Leatherbound 
Clapp 1798-1799 * Deluxe Leatherbound Newcomb 1801-02-03 ° 
Deluxe Leatherbound Pearl & French Catalogues « Set of Original 
Clapp-ANS Photographs +1945 Clapp “Type Set” Large Cent Photo- 
graphs * John Wright Photo Set in Albums + Complete set of EAC 
Sales with photographic Plates * Hundreds of Photographs of Famous 
Large Cent Collections * Complete set of Large Size Chapman Sales 
with Photographic Plates * Most Small Size Chapman Sales with 
Photographic Plates + Virtually Complete Set of Woodward Sales, 
Including Plated Catalogues + Sixteen Rare Plated Elder Sales + 1886 
Maris Sale with Plates 1925 W. W. C. Wilson Sale with Plates * One 
of Only Nine Deluxe Leatherbound Jack Robinson Sales + Etc. * Etc. 


CATALOGUE [including prices realized list] $15.00 


PO BL PL 


SPECIAL OFFER 


otra mar hcr GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 
receive a catalogue FINE NuMISMATIC BOOKS 
for only $5.00 *% Post Office Drawer 3100 

Crestline, California 92325 USA 


Tel: (714) 338-6527 * Fax: (714) 338-6980 
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THE EARLIEST AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS ON NUMISMATICS 
A REDISCOVERY 
Eric P. Newman 


The earliest piece of numismatic literature published in America on 
American coins has remained virtually unknown. While it was proceeded by 
several publications on American medals the idea of making the detail and 
history of American coins available for study was slow to develop. In 
determining what is a numismatic publication as distinguished from what was 
printed in the course of planning, producing, distributing or circulating coinage, 
paper money or medals there is a blurred line and opinions may vary as to 
classification. However, the beginnings of American numismatic literature 
reveal some curious and unusual printed articles. 

Modern numismatic bibliophiles have generally accepted the earliest 
American publication of a truly numismatic nature as Joseph B. Felt’s An 
Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency (Boston 1839). An American 
numismatic pinnacle was reached soon thereafter by Jacob R. Eckfeldt and 
William E. DuBois when they wrote A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All 
Nations, (Philadelphia 1842). 


American Publications Not Intended as Numismatic Literature 

The first American publication concerning coins as collectibles was 
printed by B. Franklin and D. Hall in 1757 and is a list of 42 Roman coins 
(referred to as medals) held by the Library Company of Philadelphia. Another 
inventory of these and many additional numismatic holdings was published by 
that library in 1807. Included were four Massachusetts shillings, one 
Massachusetts 6 pence, one Chalmer’s 6 pence and five American medals as 
well as European and Asiatic coins and medals. These listings contained only 
simple data describing the the pieces. 

According to David Humphreys in his 1787 letter to The American 
Museum, American Revolutionary War medals were officially awarded to instill 
patriotism, to recognize and celebrate heroic achievement, to encourage 
emulation, and to memorialize people and events. That magazine, in its August 
1787 issue, published the letter along with a description of the devices and 
inscriptions on medals for George Washington, Horatio Gates, and Nathaniel 
Greene. Other medals were mentioned but not described. Robert Morris, 
Thomas Jefferson' and Benjamin Franklin had worked with Humphreys in the 
planning and preparation of these awards, and additional examples were 
arranged for diplomatic gifts and other purposes. In his letter Humphreys also 
commented that he had not seen any published description of those medals and 
that there existed a "practice of depositing them in the cabinets of the curious." 
Thus he recognized the need for numismatic literature on the subject of medals. 

The meaning of the emblems and Latin mottoes on the first 
Continental Currency paper money issue dated May 10, 1775 was not generally 
understood by the public, and an explanation and translation was first published 
in the Pennsylvania Gazette of September 20, 1775 and followed in the 
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Pennsylvania Magazine of December 1775. Many other publications of matters 
concerning American paper money (governmental and bank notes) during the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century related to its value, legal tender status, 
depreciation, counterfeiting, redemption and other economic features, not 
involving the study of it.* A historic summary of these topics was published by 
William M. Gouge in Paper Money and Banking in the United States (Phila- 
delphia 1833, etc.) and is not intended to be numismatic. 

The writings covering the planning of coinage for the United States 
written by Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 
Hamilton, Robert Beale Bordley, Thomas Paine and others covered the 
establishment of coinage standards for the United States and were not of 
numismatic intent. 

In 1789 Bordley*® specifically named Virginia halfpence, Nova 
Constellatio coppers, English halfpence circulating in America (both genuine 
and counterfeit), and other foreign copper money used in America, but only as 
a basis for planning copper coinage for the United States. His publication also 
included specie coinage suggestions and was followed by a supplement in 1790. 

The early publication in America of exchange calculation matters in 
books, almanacs, pamphlets, tables and newspapers as well as arithmetical and 
accountancy instruction books were for commercial purposes and only 
incidentally provide some numismatic information. The U.S. Mint Reports were 
operational data and not for numismatic purposes, but naturally contain much 
pertinent information for numismatic studies. 


Beginnings of American Numismatic Articles 

Pierre Eugene du Simitiere (1737-1784) had prepared an inventory of 
much of his collection of coins, paper money, and medals which were displayed 
in a museum in Philadelphia in 1782-1784. Being an artist he also had partially 
completed a numismatic manuscript describing and drawing in superb detail 
examples of American coins. Unfortunately his work was never completed or 
published.* 

On June 9, 1818 at a New York Historical Society meeting James 
Mease, M.D. (1771-1846), a Philadelphia member, gave a detailed description 
of 17 medals struck to commemorate events in North America up to 1804. It 
also included the persons and classes of persons to whom War of 1812 medals 
were awarded. No coins were mentioned. This study was published in The 
Collections of the New York Historical Society, Vol. 111 (New York 1821) pp. 
387-404 and contained extensive footnotes describing some of the events giving 
rise to distribution of the medals. This imprint appears to be the first truly 
numismatic article published in America. It was revised and shortened by 
Mease and republished in Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Third Series, Vol. 1V (Cambridge 1834), pp. 297-308. In these two versions the 
word "face" was sometimes selected to designate the obverse, but the available 
word Obverse was never used. The words "reverse," "device," "legend" and 
"exergue" were consistently used with proper technical application. 
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The use of the word "Face" in a description of a coin or medal created 
confusion before the word "Obverse" was fully accepted. "Face" could mean the 
head side or it could mean either side. In an entry on September 2, 1787 in the 
manuscript diary of Reverend William Bentley°® of Salem, Massachusetts, he 
undertakes to describe Vermont, New York and Connecticut coppers as well as 
counterfeit British halfpence. He first uses the word "face" as referring to each 
side of the coin. Then he compares the face on Connecticut coppers to the face 
of the "Georges" on the counterfeit British coppers, applying the word reverse 
when describing the side with the date. Finally he states that "the New York 
& Connecticut coin face opposite ways." We must face up to Bentley’s having 
failed to make an about face in order to save face by using the word "obverse." 

A subsequent American numismatic publication was a listing of 38 
American medals prepared by Joshua F. Fisher (1808-1873), also a 
Philadelphian, and was included in Collections of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, Third Series, Vol. VI (Boston 1837), pp. 286-293.° It was a description 
of 14 medals dedicated to George Washington, five medals to Benjamin 
Franklin, one medal to Thomas Jefferson, one medal to Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
three medals of the American Revolution and 14 American colonial medals. 
One of these medals was the coin-size Pitt "halfpenny" token struck to celebrate 
the repeal of the Stamp Act and dated 1766. The Washington medal commem- 
orating the Evacuation of Boston by the British, described in detail in Mease 
as Item #4, is specifically included by reference in Fisher as his Item #2. With 
that exception there are no medals previously listed in Mease which are 
included or referred to in Fisher, even though his title was "Description of 
American Medals." The 1837 Fisher publication uses the word "obverse" 
consistently and does not use the word "face." The other technical numismatic 
terms used by Mease are consistently retained in Fisher’s presentation. 

In 1838 there appeared another numismatic article by Mease entitled 
"Old American Coins." It is described by its author as consisting of some 
American coins issued before the establishment of the Constitutional 
government of the United States. It is the first numismatic article on American 
coins published in America and is included in Collections of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, Third Series, Vol. VII (Boston 1838) pp. 282-283. It 
describes nine copper coins, namely the Bar Cent, a 1722 Rosa Americana, a 
1787 Fugio cent, a 1788 Massachusetts cent, a Condor token, a 1785 Nova 
Constellatio copper, a New Jersey copper, a 1787 Connecticut copper and a 
1773 Virginia halfpenny. The status of that article and its content seem so 
important and previously unknown that its entire text is separately included as 
part of this commentary. 

The description of the Bar Cent in Mease’s listing is extremely 
probative as that coin’s only prior known mention appears to be in the 
December 19, 1785 New Jersey Gazette (Trenton). 

The Conder token is described as having such a poorly cut date that it 
cannot be read. Its legends and description show that its date is 1794 (not 
1784) and it was subsequently classified as Dalton & Hamer, Cork #14. 
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The 1722 Rosa Americana is commented upon as being a similar type 
to a coin found in the ground while digging the foundation for St. Phillips 
Church in Charleston, South Carolina in 1835. Another Rosa Americana coin 
found in April 1835 in a garden in Washington, Pennsylvania near Brooke 
County, West Virginia (then Virginia) is also mentioned. Both of these finds 
were reported in newspapers which future researchers may be able to locate. 

The New Jersey copper is given the non-existent date of 1785, the 
understandable error being due to the unclear die cutting of the last numeral 
on the date on many of the 1786 New Jersey pieces. 

The most spectacular comment concerns the copper coinage of 
Connecticut. Mease states "This is the old farthing of our boyhood." Mease 
was born in 1771 and was 14 years of age when the first Connecticut coppers 
were minted and 16 years of age when the plethora of 1787 coppers were 
struck. He lived in Philadelphia. The major collapse of the circulating value 
of Connecticut and most other circulating coppers occurred in the middle of 
1789, whereupon the exchange rate of coppers in New York money of account 
was set by both the City of New York and the City of Albany at 48 to the 
shilling or one farthing New York money of account for each copper. Almost 
one year later on June 7, 1790 a committee report to the General Assembly of 
New Jersey confirms a similar value for Connecticut and counterfeit British 
coppers by stating that they can be bought at 45 to the shilling for overstriking 
with New Jersey dies. It also states that such coppers pass from 48 to 36 for a 
shilling, if at all.’ New Jersey money of account was valued at the same rate as 
that of Pennsylvania. 

Mease’s use of the word "farthing" is the only known use applied to any 
coppers then in circulation in the United States including the Connecticut 
coppers. It is applied by one who actually circulated Connecticut coppers. 
Mease lived in Philadelphia and even though Pennsylvania money of account 
was 7 shillings 6 pence to the Spanish dollar in contrast with New York money 
of account at 8 shillings to the Spanish dollar, he indicated that such coppers 
were accepted for a farthing in Pennsylvania money of account. This confirms 
the actuality of an exchange rate for coppers conforming generally to the 1789 
New York municipality recommendations. It is amusing to realize that 
American or British counterfeits of British halfpence were circulating in 
America at that time apparently as farthings in money of account, as there were 
no actual British farthings (genuine or counterfeit) then in circulation in 
America according to the New York report of March 5, 1787.° 


Comparison with Foreign Publications on American Money 

Early numismatic publications in England such as Pepys, Leake, Haym 
(the Pembroke Collection), Snelling, Ruding and others include some early 
American coins issued prior to the American Revolution, but nothing 
numismatic prior to 1838 seems to have been published in Europe covering 
American coinage after American independence, except perhaps the description 
of the 1776 Continental Currency pewter coinage by Richard Watson in 
Chemical Essays (London 1786), Vol. IV, pp. 135-137. 
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There are various European exchange books which included American 
coins minted after independence,’ but these books cannot be construed to be 
numismatic in nature, and copper coin was customarily excluded from them. 


The Rediscovery 

How were the Mease and Fisher items located when they do not seem 
to be indexed or included in present numismatic bibliographies or libraries? 
The answer is the detailed information included in the catalog of one of George 
F. Kolbe’s numismatic book auctions. Lot 450 in his December 8, 1991 
catalogue was Norton’s Literary Letter N3 (New York 1859) containing the first 
published address given at the American Numismatic Society. The discourse 
by William S. Fredrick Mayers, who died in China in 1878, was entitled "The 
Literature of American Numismatics" and was presented to members of the 
American Numismatic Society on November 19, 1858 in New York during the 
first year of that society’s existence. The American Numismatic Society 1858- 
1958 by Howard L. Adelson records the event but not the publication of 
Mayers’ talk. 

The content of "The Literature of American Numismatics" features the 
great progress of American numismatic investigation and states that in 1843 
knowledge of American numismatics was confined to a very few individuals in 
the United States in comparison with a greater number in England. Mayers 
mentions that American coin collectors were then being referred to as 
"monomaniacs." The discourse then notes the deep interest of Mease and 
Fisher in American numismatics and the publication of their work by the 
societies of which they were members. Specific citations for their articles as 
published in 1821, 1834, 1837 and 1838 are given. There was no reference to 
Humphrey’s 1787 article on American medals printed in The American Museum, 
but Bordley’s 1789 pamphlet was cited. 


Acknowledgement 

Being unaware of the Mease and Fisher material, the mention of it in 
Kolbe’s description of the Mayers’ item piqued my curiosity. A visit to a 
historical library opened a new vista for me. I had merely rediscovered what 
Mayers already had carefully expostulated 134 years ago. I thank George F. 
Kolbe for creating that opportunity. I also am grateful to Thomas D. Serfass, 
Michael J. Hodder, Phil Lapsansky and Francis D. Campbell for their sug- 
gestions and cooperation. If someone else since 1859 has pointed out or cited 
the Mease and Fisher numismatic literary contributions, I will be glad to 
apologize. 
Endnotes 
1 The Papers of Thomas Jefferson (Princeton, 1961) Vol 16, pp. 53-79, xxxv-xlii, 
pl. I-XXIX. 


Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, third edition, (Iola, 1990) 
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?On Monies, Coins, Weights, and Measures (Philadelphia, 1789) 
4 Joel J. Orosz, The Eagle that is Forgotten, (Wolfeboro, 1988) 
> The Diary of William Bentley, D.D., (Gloucester Mass, 1962) Vol I, pp. 73-74. 


°The name of Joshua Francis Fisher was erroneously referred to in the article 
as J. S. Fisher. He was not from Baltimore as stated in Norton’s Literary 
Letter N% of 1859, but from Philadelphia. 


7"Notes and Proceedings of the Fourteenth General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey, (New Brunswick, 1790), pp. 50-51; Michael J. Hodder, "New Jersey 
Reverse J, a Biennial Die," American Journal of Numismatics, Second Series, I 
(New York, 1989), p. 236. 


8 The American Museum (Philadelphia), October 1787, Vol. IT, N%, pp. 403-404; 
Sylvester S. Crosby, The Early Coins of America (Boston 1875), pp. 290-292. 


° For example: Pierre Fredric Bonneville, Traite des Monaies D’or et D’argent 
(Paris, 1806). 


(The following account of some American coins, issued before the establihment 
of the prescnt Roreroeats by some of the Btates, was furnished by Doctor Jauri 
Measx, of Philadelphia]. 


No. 1. This coin is larger than a half cent. On one side it has thir- 
teen ribs or bars which run parallel to, and are equi-distant from each 
other. On the other side arc the letters U. 8. A. the 8. being of larger 
size, running across the other two letters. It has no date nor any. olber 
inscription. 

No. 2. On one side a head surrounded by ‘ Georgius. Dei. Gralia. 
Tex.” On the other side isa rose and the following inscription, '‘ Rosa. 
Americana, Utile. Dulci. 1722, ' K 

No. 3. On oie side a chain of thirleen circular Jinks rennin around 
the face of the coin. In the centre a circle, having upon it the words 
‘We are one,’ and around these words, ‘‘ United States.’ On.the 
other side there is a sun at meridian height, looking down upon 8 di 
beneath which appear these words, ‘* Mind your business.” The wor 
 Fugio,” and the date 1787 also appear on the same side of the coin. , 

No. 4. On one side the American Eagle, having on ils breast a shield, 
with the word Cent upon it. Around the face of the Coin is ‘' Mass4- 
cituseTts 1788.” “On the other side is an Indinn at full length with his 
bow and arrow, and the word CommonweALtTnh. 

No. 6. On one side a sheaf of wheat, and the words ‘ Peace dnp 
Prentr;” on the other, a full length portrait of Fame blowing her 
trumpet, and these words.“‘ For THE CONVENIENCE OF TUE PUBLIO.’ 
There is a date upon it, but the third figure is so badly dohe, as to learé 
a doubt whether it is 1784, or some earlier period. 
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No. 6. On one side a Sun, with thirteen stars around it, and the words 
** Nova ConsTELLATIO;” on the other, the letters U. S. surrounded by 
a vignette, and the words “ Lisertas eT Justitia 1785.” 

No. 7. Is the Jersey Half-penny, having on one side a shield, sur- 
rounded by the words ‘‘ E. PLurrsus unum;” on the other a Horse’s 
head and a plough, with the words ‘‘ Nova Czsarea, 1785.” 

No. 8. On one side a head and the word ‘‘ Auctorr Connec,” on the 
other a female figure very much in the form of a gingerbread child, hold- 
ing what may be an olive branch in one hand, and a bow and arrow in 
the other, with the date below it of 1787. This is the old farthing of 
our boyhood. 

No. 9. Has on one side a head, and the words ‘‘Georgius III Rex.” 
On the opposite side is a shield cut into quarters, containing respectively 
the coats of arms of England, Scotland, Ireland and Virginia, surmount- 
ed with a crown, and surrounded with ‘ Virgima, 1773.’’ A coin sim- 
ilar to this was a year or two ago dug upin a garden, and with the 
description given of it, there was published the following history. 

The following historical facts are here distinctly referred to. During 
the usurpation of Cromwell, the colony of Virginia refused to acknow- 
ledge his authority, and declared itself independent. Shortly after, 
finding that Cromwell threatened to send a fleet and army to reduce 
Virginia to subjection, and fearing the ability of this feeble state to 
withstand this force, she sent over in a small ship, a messenger to 
Charles II., then an exile, at Breda, in Flanders. Charles accepted the 
invitation to come over, and be king of Virginia, and was on the eve of 
embarking, when he was recalled to the throne of England. As soon 
as he was restored to the crown of England, in gratitude for the loyalty 
of Virginia, he caused her coat of arms to be quartered with those of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, as an indépendent member of the Em- 
pire. The above coin is clearly confirmatory of these facts. Hence 
the origin of the phrase “Old Dominion,” frequently applied to Vir- 
inia. 

; The coin No. 2, resembles very much, one lately found in Charles- 
ton, and of which the following account was published in the Charleston 
apers: 

i‘ Ciniobs Co1n.—The workmen in preparing the foundation of St, 
Phillips Church, have found a Coin, the age of which is now 113 years, 
with the head of George the First. . The inscription around which is— 
Georgius, D. G. Mag. Bri, Fra. Et. Hib. Rex. On the opposite side is 
a Rose—the inscription, Rosa, Americana, 1722, Utile Dulci. It prob- 
ably is a coin of one of the Old Thirteen Colonies. Another of these 
coins was found in April, 1835, in digging a garden in Washington ; 
Pensis, bordering on Brook County, Virginia.—J. M. 
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Notes on the Literature of South African Tokens 
Russell Hibbs 


As every Bibliomaniac knows we learn a lot from just reading catalog 
descriptions. In The Money Tree’s Sale 13 of (March 1992), lot N%614 on page 
62 states that E. J. Maynard’s Tokens of Southern Africa is a rare book. They 
state that the only other copy they could trace was in Kolbe’s Sale 9 (June 
1981), lot N205 page 27. Here the volume was described as "viii, 237 pp, printed 
on rectos only. 33 x 20% cm. Stapled paper covers." Kolbe’s estimate of $50 
turned into a $160 sale (and this before the advent of the 10% Buyer’s Fee). 
The cataloguer believes that few copies of this book were produced and only a 
minimal number exist outside of Southern Africa. I believe I can shed a little 
more light on this particular book as well as on South African tokens in general. 

In May, 1967, as I was preparing to live in Germany under a full three 
year military grant from Uncle Sam, I ordered this book from a notice in 
Spink’s Numismatic Circular, Vol 75:5 (May, 1967) page 156 (Item # B12755). 
It simply stated: 


"Maynard, E. J., Tokens of Southern Africa, 237 cyclostyled 
pages, no illustrations. Paper cover, stapled. 1966. No price 
stated. Probably the most complete work ever published on 
this series. Mrs. Maynard is to be congratulated on her 
detailed work, well arranged and indexed." 


Since I was ordering some Hong Kong .05 pieces from the same list, 
I included an order for the book, being only slightly bothered by the 
advertisement stating "No price stated." The coin department at Spink referred 
my order to the book department and in a very short time I received the 
following letter (copy enclosed) which succinctly stated: 


"We have pleasure in sending you a copy of Mrs. Maynard’s 
book ’Tokens of Southern Africa.’ We have been instructed 
by the Johannesburg Museum to make no charge for this." 


This had to be the all-time best buy I ever made on a book! Spink 
even mailed it to me free!!_ However it was three years later before I actually 
saw the book since it was forwarded to a sister-in-law to be kept until I 
returned from Germany. I then had it bound in green cloth. Naturally any of 
these books which today are bound were done so by the "buyer" or should I say 
"recipient." 

The book itself was stapled and covered with a simple and fragile 
canary yellow paper. It has three good indexes to the tokens by geographical 
location and also to both identified (by name of company) and unidentified (by 
letters, abbreviations, etc.) tokens. This book is not listed in the second edition 
of A.N.A. Library Catalog. 
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In a review of the book by M. G. Hibbard in The South African 
Numismatic Journal N% (November 1967) page 134, it is stated that the Africana 
Museum “has built up an enviable reputation for issuing (completely free of 
charge) many carefully compiled catalogues of the collections in its care." Thus 
not only was this book distributed free to me, it was also given evidently to 
whomever asked! This was also true for their other catalogues including South 
African War Medals & Decorations and Commemorative Medals of the ZAR. 
This practice must have been stopped sometime before 1980 because I had to 
pay $7 to the Africana Museum for their catalogue Commemorative Medals of 
South African Interest in the Africana Museum in January, 1980. This book is 
also paper covered, but perfect bound and with a higher quality cover and 
pages. It contains x, 221pp, no illustrations, but a good bibliography and medals 
listed chronologically, with indexes to inscriptions, medalists, etc. 

Maynard’s book has been largely superseded by Dr. G.P. Theron’s 
Tokens of Southern Africa and Their History, which he published in August, 
1978. It is a soft-cover, perfect bound book measuring 20.5 x 14.4 cm and 
consisting of (viii), 159pp. This was followed sometime in 1980 by a blue, card- 
covered booklet of prices for these tokens, again by Dr. Theron. This booklet 
is slightly larger, measuring 21 x 14.8 cm and consists of 12 unnumbered pages, 
listing all tokens in his book but in only one grade - VF. He also includes and 
prices seven more tokens which were discovered after his book was published. 

There are several other sources in the literature for information on 
Southern African tokens, including the following: 


South African Numismatic Society Journal, N°1-10 (Sept 1964-May 1978), 
listing almost every issue of 255 tokens from 112 different towns, 
companies, etc. 


Newsletter of S.A.N.S., Vol. 4, N%11 (June, 1955), article by Lt. Col. J. L. 
Knobel, lists more than 450 tokens from 64 geographical locations. 


Monthly Bulletin of S.A.N.S. - frequent articles 1966-present. 


Engelbrecht, C. L.; Money In South Africa, Cape Town, 1987, pg 126- 
130, 5 colored plates. 


S.A.N.S., Catalogue of Coins, Medals & Banknotes Exhibition, Cape 
Town, 1964, pg 49-53. 


Knobel, J. L., The Token Coinage of South Africa, in SANS Magazine, 
1947, pg 27-30. 


In addition, Spink offered several hundred South African tokens, many 
plated, in their Numismatic Circular, June and July/August, 1981. Spink did not 
assign provenance to this collection, but it was the property of Richard J. Ford 
of Troy, Michigan according to a personal letter to me from Dr. Theron. 
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A Bibliophile’s Paradise: The 1992 Early American Coppers 
Convention and the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Library 
Wayne Homren 


As copper fans gathered in St. Louis for the 1992 Early American 
Coppers convention (April 2-5), the bibliophiles in attendance began comparing 
notes. In the hallway outside Thursday evening’s Half Cent Happening, NBS 
members John Burns, Charles Davis, Wayne Homren, and Fred Lake 
exchanged greetings. Charlie had flown in from the Boston area and Fred had 
made the long trek up from Florida. 

John and Wayne had driven from Pittsburgh that day. Their traveling 
companion was Robert Zavos, copper collector and fellow PAN member who 
recently held a buy-or-bid sale of his duplicate catalogues and periodicals. 
Other NBS members seen at the convention included Del Bland, Alan 
Davisson, Dan Demeo, Dennis Loring, Chris McCawley, Dennis Mendelson, 
Robert Metzger, Eric Newman, Phil Ralls, Jeff Rick, Terry Stahurski, and Tony 
Terranova. 

The first topic of conversation was "Whodunnit?", that is, what 
nefarious prankster had recently sent bogus auction notices to several prominent 
bibliophiles as an April Fool’s joke. The notices described a cache of literature 
including many catalogues in fine leathers which could only have come from the 
estate of B. Max Mehl. The auction was to take place at Mehl’s former 
building in Fort Worth on Wednesday, April 1. A number of recipients were 
sufficiently intrigued by the notice to go to great lengths to contact the 
auctioneer "M. N. Daycius" (check "mendacious" in the nearest dictionary....). 

Legend has it that after the 1935 ANA convention in Pittsburgh, 
George Clapp, having grown tired of Mehl’s mannerisms, adopted the word 
"mendacious" for encoding information on coin holders in his collection. The 
1992 prankster is as yet unidentified, although several in attendance had some 
well-considered theories. 

Other conversation revolved around the question, "Where’s Armand?" 
Armand Champa had planned to attend the convention, but last-minute 
scheduling difficulties scuttled his plans. Armand and other bibliophiles who 
skipped the convention missed a number of opportunities to see some rare and 
valuable numismatic literature. For example, two fine exhibits were on display 
throughout the convention. The first was Dennis Mendelson’s collection, 
virtually complete as to editions and fine bindings, of literature relating to early 
coppers. Starting off with W. W. Hays’s copy of Maris’ 1869 work Varieties of 
the Copper Issues of the United States Mint in the Year 1794 and continuing 
through Sheldon’s Penny Whimsy, many of us saw for the first time an 1881 
Andrews, 1870 Maris, 1923 Chapman, 1925 Newcomb in leather, and a 1931 
Clapp in leather. 

Another interesting exhibit consisted of a sclection of various types of 
literature, leading off with a 1931 St. Louis newspaper article describing the 
prolific numismatic interests of an enterprising 20-year old named Eric P. 
Newman. The intervening years have not diminished Newman’s zeal for 
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numismatics and penchant for acquiring knowledge. Newman’s lifetime of 
collecting led to the formation of the Mercantile Money Museum at the 
Mercantile Bank Building in downtown St. Louis. 


The Scouting Trip 

Having spent the morning walking the bourse floor and chatting at Fred 
Lake’s table, Charlie and I lunched together at a nearby restaurant. 
Conversation topics included recollections of a mutual friend and bibliophile, 
Bob Wester of New Hampshire whose library was about to be auctioned off. 
At Charlie’s suggestion, we wandered off in search of The Money Museum, 
hoping to map out the area prior to Friday evening’s reception. Several blocks 
and streetmap consultations later, we arrived at the Mercantile Bank building. 

As luck would have it, Eric Newman greeted us in person. After 
introducing them to curator Thomas Serfass, he led an abbreviated tour of the 
Museum. Filling a large rectangular room, the museum held about forty cases 
of informative numismatic exhibits ranging from ancient to modern times. Two 
audiovisual mannequins representing Benjamin Franklin and an anonymous 
counterfeiter provided commentary relating to several exhibits. Newman’s two- 
story office and library were located at the back of the exhibit area. 

Several special exhibit cases were in preparation for the evening 
reception. When Mr. Newman was called away to a meeting, we were sure to 
verify that the library would indeed be open to visitors during the reception. 
Our appetite whetted, we returned to prowl the convention bourse floor. 


The Reception 

In an operation reminiscent of the 1988 Invasion of Louisville, three 
buses ferried E.A.C. members from the convention hotel to the Mercantile 
Bank around 5pm Friday. Awaiting them was a sumptuous catered buffet 
dinner in the upper lobby, just outside the Money Museum entrance. Long 
lines formed, but moved quickly, offering all a chance to taste a number of the 
available dishes with individual tubs of ice cream served for dessert. Mr. 
Newman and the Mercantile Bank deserve a heartfelt thank-you from E.A.C. 
for such a generous spread. 

After dinner, people began filtering into the Museum. The bibliophiles 
made cursory examinations of the coin displays, feigning interest over the 
blazing early Half Cents and an unbelievable Silver Center Cent. Moving 
quickly to the rear of the museum, they descended upon the library. 


The Newman Numismatic Library 

The library is a two story office with a spiral staircase leading up to a 
mezzanine level. While the library’s emphasis is on U. S. coins and currency, 
there was a good representation of literature on Great Britain and other 
countries. Visitors quickly became aware that this was a working research 
library, not a showcase. Ultra-rare items were placed upon the shelves 
alongside commonplace books, ordered by subject matter. 
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Eric Newman discusses his library with interested E.A.C.ers on the 
ground level as others ascended to the catwalk-like mezzanine level. 
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Jeff Rock fails to convince Newman that his recent Miller reprint is 
superior to Eric’s 1920 original. 
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For example, both editions of Dr. Maris’ legendary Copper Issues of the 
Mint of the Year 1794 pamphlets (1869 and 1870) were found loosely tucked in 
with other Large Cent literature, without the full baby calf solender box one 
might encounter in another well known library. David Bullowa’s copy of 
Riddell’s rare 1845 Monograph on the Silver Dollar sat alongside other recently- 
published silver dollar books such as Miller’s Morgan and Peace Dollar 
Textbook. An absolutely pristine copy of Newlin’s Half Dimes, with an original 
(?) plain paper dust jacket still crisp, sat next to a Hewitt reprint of the same 
title. 

Nearby were three copies of The Fantastic 1804 Dollar, co-authored by 
Newman, Bressett, Breen, and Glaser in 1962. Two of the copies were the rare 
initial printing, completed before the announcement of the discovery of the 
famed King of Siam proof set. Pasted on the flyleaf was a typewritten note 
signed by Newman: 


This is the printing with the erroneous Chapter IX. It is not 
the final changed and corrected printing. By August 26, 1962 
all the changes to 60 pages were written up by me but the 
book was not ready for sale until October 1962. 


Chapter IX was originally titled "The Diplomatic Gift 
Delusion," and was later rewritten and renamed "The Origin 
of the 1804 Originals.” Nearby was a related item of 
interest, a scarce 1931 pamphlet by Wayte Raymond titled The 
Stickney 1804 Dollar. 


Time flew quickly as experienced bibliophiles and the merely curious 
examined book after book, and listened intently to Eric’s explanations. Charlie 
examined numerous auction catalogs, taking copious notes for his soon to be 
published book. Several visitors took photographs of the library, Eric, and the 
guests. In time, we reluctantly boarded the buses for the return trip to the 
convention hotel, where the E.A.C. Educational Forum was soon to begin. The 
capacity crowd was treated to interesting presentations and Q & A with 
presenters Eric Streiner, Phil Ralls, Dennis Loring, and Eric Newman, who 
discussed the centering of planchets at the early U.S. Mint. 


The Return Visit 

Back on the bourse floor Saturday morning, I found myself admiring 
Mendelson’s Large Cent literature exhibit with Eric Newman. Ever the 
student, Newman’s first remark was "Well, what can you teach me about this?" 
After reviewing the exhibit Newman wondered aloud how he would dispose of 
the large poster-sized drawing of a screw press he had made for the previous 
night’s talk. I volunteered to take it off his hands, and soon was accompanying 
Eric out to his car to retrieve it. Realizing an opportunity was presenting itself 
to return to Newman’s library, I inquired if we might be able to return to the 
Museum. To my delight, Eric quickly agreed. Realizing that others would also 
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jump at a chance to revisit the library, John Burns and Charlie Davis were 
quickly added to the guest list. Soon the foursome was soon back at the 
Mercantile Bank building, with the return to the library delayed slightly as Eric 
treated the group to ice cream cones at Woolworth’s lunch counter. 


How it All Began 

Once at the library, the three of us scattered to examine literature in 
each of our areas of interest. Some of the items reviewed are listed in the next 
section. Somewhere along the way, I asked Eric how he came to be interested 
in numismatic literature. 

It was around 1939 or 1940. Dealer B. G. Johnson operated the St. 
Louis Coin and Stamp Company and had recently sold a copy of S. S. Crosby’s 
Early Coins of America to the St. Louis Public Library for $25.00. Although he 
wanted a copy of his own, young Eric could not afford it. Soon he was 
borrowing many titles from both the public library and Johnson’s private 
numismatic reference library. 

Johnson’s library included many books on foreign coins, but Eric had 
little interest in them at the time. Soon he began acquiring his own books, and 
by the time Johnson passed away, Newman had acquired a sizable basic library. 
He then acquired a number of needed titles from Johnson’s heirs. Newman 
continued augmenting his library throughout the years, and today is still an 
active bidder in numismatic literature sales. 


Selected Titles 
Items which caught the eye of visiting bibliophiles include the following: 


Brewster, Abel, A Plan for Producing An Uniformity in the 
Ornamental Part of Bank or other Bills where there is danger of 
Forgery, and for furnishing the Public with a Convenient and 
Infallible Test for the same, Philadelphia, 1810 (wherein 
Brewster calls Jacob Perkins a liar for claiming his system had 
been patented) 


Douglass, William, A Discourse Concerning the Currencies of 
the British Plantations in America, Especially with Regard to 
their Paper Money with a postscript thereto, London, 1751 (a 
reprint of a 1740 Boston edition) 


Eastman, H. G., Eastman’s Treatise on Counterfeit, Altered, 
Spurious Bank Notes, with Unerring Rules for the Detection of 
Fraud in the Same, 3rd edition, 1859 


Foote, H. C., The Universal Counterfeit and Altered Bank Note 
Detector. There were two editions of this little pamphlet, 
described as extremely rare by Kolbe (Adams sale, 6/18/90. 
lot 412). As the visitors were poring over the counterfeit 


Late Notes 


We have been informed by Dan Hamelberg that he has prepared a 
large poster size print of the color photograph of large cents that was used on 
Lester Merkin’s Helfenstein catalogue. This standard size poster (20x30") with 
a semi gloss finish was produced from one of the original transparencies and is 
a stunning reproduction. Dan has graciously donated the poster to N.B.S. and 
it will be auctioned off at the General Meeting in Orlando Florida, August 14 
which is scheduled for 10:30. As the Early American Coppers Meeting 
immediately precedes N.B.S. in the same room, we will have the poster on 
display there as well as at the N.B.S. table. All proceeds will go to N.B.S., and 
anyone not planning on attending the convention may wish to submit a mail bid 
to your editor who will be pleased to execute it. Many thanks to Dan for his 
generosity! 


We also wish to report that due to the changing of the dates for the 
Long Beach Expo, the Dennis Mendelson Library sale conducted by George 
Kolbe has been rescheduled to Saturday October 17. 
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detector shelf, Newman inquired, "How many Footes do I 
have?" to which the reply was "Two, of course. Doesn’t 
everyone?....” 


Fry, Richard, A Scheme for Paper Currency, 1908 (reprint of a 
1739 edition) 


Gallahue, A.C., Counterfeit Bank Note Expositor, or a Short 
System of Detecting Counterfeit Money, New York, 1854 (ex- 
libris George and Melvin Fuld) 


Gouge, William, A Short History of Paper Money and Banking 
in the United States, 2nd ed., 1835 


Johns, John F., unpublished manuscript, Part I: Continental 
Currency, Part II: The Continental Currency Historical and 
Explanatory 


Mickley, Joseph J., Dates of U.S. Coins and Their Degrees of 
Rarity, 1858 


New York Coin and Stamp, April 23, 1892, The Woodside 
Collection, with plates. 


W. Elliot Woodward, May 21-25, 1888, Sale 95, Vicksburg [, 
with plates. 


What We Didn’t See 

What many visitors did not realize was than not all of Newman’s library 
was at the Money Museum office. Many rare volumes are stored in bank 
vaults, such as the following: 


Attinelli, E. J., Numisgraphics, or A List of Catalogues in which occur 
Coins or Medals, Which Have Been Sold By Auction in the United 
States, 1876 


Ormsby, W. L., A Description of the Present System of Bank 
Note Engraving, New York, 1852 


Perkins, Jacob, Perkins’ Bank Bill Test; consisting of original 
impressions from the Permanent Stereotype Steel Plates of 
Massachusetts Paper Currency, 1809 
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Summary 

The visit to St. Louis was a delight for bibliophiles, and we thank Mr. 
Newman for being such a gracious and generous host, and the Early American 
Coppers Society for creating the opportunity and providing such an enjoyable 
convention. 

Collectors planning a trip to St. Louis should make a point to stop at 
the Mercantile Money Museum, Podium Level, Mercantile Tower, Seventh & 
Washington, St. Louis, Missouri, 63101. The Museum is open 9 to 4 daily, 
including weekends and holidays. Admission is free. For inquiries, call (314) 
425-8199. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


@ We thank Dave Bowers for noting in a recent Coin World column that the 
last issue of The Asylum got his vote for the best ever. We were non plused, 
however, by his referring to it as a "chatty newsletter." 


1 At the recent Long Beach Expo, bibliophile John Bergman acquired a 
bound volume containing unusual copies of two John Haseltine sales. The first 
was the April 9, 1873 Balmanno sale, printed on one side of the paper and on 
large paper. The second was the February 25, 1873 Chubbuck sale, with five 
photographic plates, printed on one side of the page, and in large format. A 
notation in the hand of J. Colvin Randall noted that this collection was the 
property of John Haseltine when sold, and that the special edition was one of 
five printed thus. This format was not reported by either Attinelli or Adams. 


4 | Meanwhile, at the recent Garden State Numismatic Association show in 
New Jersey, we were shown a copy of Frank Stewart’s 1924 History of the First 
United States Mint. While appearing to be the usual red cloth version, this copy 
contained a presentation inscription from the author noting that it was one of 
a few copies bound with an extra plate. The plate turned out to be a sepia 
toned portrait of the author bound in between the second and third signatures. 
We would be most interested to know if any of our readers have seen a similar 


copy. 


41 We thank Pete Smith and Wayne Homren for expressing their support of 
and willingness to participate in our periodical index project. Obviously if the 
project has any chance of getting off the ground, not to mention succeeding, we 
will need a more more grass roots interest level, and we look forward to 
hearing from additional Society members. 
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THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel Orosz 


America’s last frontier is Alaska; space, or so Star Trek assures us, is the 
final frontier. But in the world of numismatic literature, there is no end of 
frontiers to be explored. Even in recent and popular series like Bowers and 
Ruddy, there is still one unplumbed area, namely The Triple Cities Coin 
Exchange. Dedicated bibliophiles have compiled lists detailing the publications 
of the Empire Coin Company, Hathaway and Bowers, Bowers and Ruddy, and 
Bowers and Merena. Dave Bowers was a dealer on his own from 1955 to 1958, 
and again briefly in 1960, and Jim Ruddy went solo in 1960 and early in the 
1970s, but these solitary efforts produced only a handful of publications, all 
quite familiar to bibliophiles. 


Jim Ruddy’s first individual dealership initially under his own name, then 
as the Triple Cities Coin Exchange, lasted from 1953 to 1958 and produced a 
few publications, most noticeably the catalogue of the Claude Collier sale in 
1956. Most of these emissions were quite ephemeral, and to the best of your 
columnist’s knowledge, have never been enumerated. What follows is a 
provisional listing of Jim Ruddy’s price lists, an effort which certainly contains 
omissions. Although Mr Ruddy himself has contributed to it, his files are 
undoubtedly incomplete; he created these lists as "snapshots" of his inventory at 
a given moment and never meant them to be saved. Besides, during the 
Eisenhower era, who would have dreamed that anyone would care about price 
lists more than three decades into the future? 


James F. Ruddy, a researcher at the ANSCO division of the General 
Aniline and Film Company of Binghamton, New York, placed his first ad in the 
national numismatic press in the July 5, 1954 issue of Numismatic News. For 
the next three months, he did business simply under his own name. Only one 
publication is known from this brief interlude in Jim Ruddy’s dealership. This 
is a one pager (8 %x11) headed by James F. Ruddy/ 25 Spruce Street/ Johnson 
City, N.Y., which is flanked by illustrations of two large cents: to the left a 
Flowing Hair Wreath type, and to the right a Liberty Cap type. This list is not 
dated. Its body consists of three columns of coins for sale and are headed 
respectively by "Large Cents," "Indian Cents," and "Nickels." 


Although there is no date on the list itself, we do know the date of issue 
as Ruddy himself has a copy in his files marked "October 1954." This is 
confirmed by his ad in the October 20, 1954 issue of The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, a quarter pager found on page 1260. This ad offers many of the 
same coins that are featured in the list, although there are some variations as 
well. The advertisement, by the way, was headed "Triple Cities Coin and Stamp 
Exchange" which suggests that the October 1954 list was the last to be issued 
under the banner of James F. Ruddy. 
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The second list that we know of proves that "Triple Cities Coin and Stamp 
Exchange" was also a short-lived name for Jim Ruddy’s business. This 8 /x11 
two page list, which also comes from Ruddy’s files, was issued in December 
1954, although the copy itself is undated. It is headed by the shortened banner 
"Triple Cities Coin Exchange;" so much for philately! There are no illustrations 
flanking the header as there were on the previous list, but there is a depiction 
of a Draped Bust Large Cent on the second page. Again, confirmation of Jim 
Ruddy’s dating can be found in the Scrapbook, for this list is repeated verbatim 
(except for the large cent illustration) on page 1471 of the December 20, 1954 
issue. 


The third known list is in the collection of your columnist and is also 
headed "Triple Cities Coin Exchange." Like the first two, it is printed on 8 Yx11 
paper, produced on a duplicating machine, and omits a date of emission 
sequence of any kind. Unlike the first two, however, it lacks illustrations and 
has been expanded to three pages. Page 1 of the list offers large cents and is 
identical to the Triple Cities ad in the September 20, 1955 number of the 
Scrapbook. Page 2 of the list (Half Cents to Half Dollars) matches the October 
20, 1955 Triple Cities ad in the same publication. The third page featuring 
Indian Cents does not match any known published advertisement. 


The fourth and final known list also resides in your columnist’s collection. 
It is identical to the third list physically, although the material it describes is 
somewhat different. Standing Liberty Quarters and Indian Cents on page one; 
more Indians and wholesale lots are on page 2, and an assortment of Large, 
Indian and Lincoln Cents along with Two Cent pieces comprise page 3. The 
most interesting thing about this copy of that list is that portions of page 2 have 
been overscored with red pencil, presumably by Jim Ruddy, to indicate coins 
which had been sold. This list was issued about February 1956 for some of the 
material overlaps with the Triple Cities ad in the Scrapbook for February 20, 
1956. These last two lists formed the subject of an article published in Rare 
Coin Review N&7 (Bowers & Merena’s house organ) entitled "A Numismatic 
Whendunit" and is partially illustrated on page 46 of that publication. 


In summary, we know of four lists issued by Jim Ruddy. One was 
distributed in October 1954 under his own name, and three were sent out under 
the banner of Triple Cities - December 1954, September 1955, and February 
1956. The long gaps after 1954 suggest that there are probably other lists that 
are undiscovered or at least undescribed, and some that are perhaps gone 
forever. They were so ephemeral, after all, that few were saved. At any rate, 
as any new finds are described, this list will quickly become obsolete. This is, 
of course, as it should be. As Sherlock Holmes cricd, "The game’s afoot!" 
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JAMES F. RUDDY 
25 Spruce St. 
JOHNSON CITY, N.Y. 
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All items have been carefully sraded and are guarenteed to be satisfactory 


or your money refunced if coins are returned within three days. Please add 
15¢ for postage on orders under $5.00. 
LARGE CENTS INDIAN CENTS ; NICKELS 
1783 VG Wreath full dete, 1857 VG ¢ 1.00 I6e7 VG-r $1.00 
lib. end lettering £35.06 2353 F 2.50 1868 F 1.25 
1794 F &.00 1855 VG 21.50 1869 F 2.00 
L7e7 er ee WEIS 1.00 1882 VF Dark 1.50 
1800 VG Fine pits 1. 5On 2 B6ORs 2.002863 Bre sline pata) 
GOLL! ; - 
The best investment todey 1254 VF 15.00 
Agaaee : 1335 VI plus 15.00 
Gold loliers LESS XF Z0.00 
1850 C as. XF rere - sz.ell nick 1565 yx ; mse S 
on rev. rim 100.00 O4c at. Unc. 25.00 
TRIPLE CITIES COIN EXCHANGE 
LARGE CENTS 
1793 S$ 11B L.F. VG-F Planchet chip, 1912 G So 50 
rev. incused on obv., rare $50.00 1813 S 252 VG+ 7.00 
1794 S 30 F-VF derk 17.50 1813 S 293 R2 VG-F 10.CcO 
1794 S 59 R4G 4.00 1814 S 294 cross 4 F 450 
1794 S 62 RS Oov. G rev. Fr. 5.00 1814 S 285 plain 4 F 4.50 
1794 S 69 k4 Obv. F rev. V.Fr. 12.00 1814 S-VG 1.50 
1794 G 3.00 1816 N 1 K6 Highest degree of 
1795 S 77 R4 Obv. VG rev. G 3.00 rarity VG 10 10.00 
1795 S 78 Fr 5. OOmELoLO My 2.00 
1795 Obv. VG rev. Fr. 6.00 1817 N 14 VF* sharp 3.00 
1796 S 91 R3 L.Cap. Obv. VG 1817 N16 #£F-VF 15 sters 7.50 
rev. V. Fr. 12.00 1817N16 CG 15 sturs 1.75 
4.00 
TRIPLE CITIES COIN EXCHANGE 
Standing Liberty Quarters 
va VG-F F VE xF 
LOL er € 1.00 € 3.00 
1917 8 I $5.50 ¢ 7.50 
VOLT Dys 2.25 8.00 
1917 I1 1.75 
1917 D II 3.50 
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TRIVIA QUIZ 


1. An American numismatic dealer reprinted only titles by authors whose name 
began with his own last initial, Name him and three titles he reprinted. 


2. A favorite coin for embossing on the front boards of eighteenth century 
works was the 1849 Double Eagle. Name at least three titles depicting this coin. 


3. Name The first American catalogue with photographic plates. 
The first American catalogue with color plates. 
The first American catalogue with halftone plates within the text. 


4. The careers of two American cataloguers began with auctions that closed on 
the same day. Combined, their sales numbered nearly 450. Who were they? 


5. By 1916, every copper and silver denomination, except one, authorized in the 
eighteenth century was supported by a standard reference work. What was 
lacking, and by what nomenclature is it now referenced. 


6. In December, 1911, B. Max Mehl suspended publication of The Mehl 
Monthly. What reason did he give? 


7. In what year did the A.N.A. allow sales of coins (ie a bourse) in addition to 
the traditional exhibits at Annual Conventions? 


8. What was the first auction sale, public or mail bid, to be comprised entirely 
of numismatic literature? 


9. What do Edgar Adams, Jeremiah Colburn, Thomas Mabbot, David Proskey, 
and Jack Collins all have in common? 


10. What is wrong with this letterhead? 


MAIL ADDRESS 
P.O. DRAWER 976 


BMAX MEHL 


“Numismatist 


AUCTION DEPARTMENT Fort Worth,Texas 


November 23rd, 1931. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
P. Scott Rubin 


As this issue is published just prior to the A.N.A. Convention in 
Orlando August 11-16, I would like to remind each of you that we have a Club 
table, and I hope that you will stop by to say "Hello." There, we will be glad to 
discuss with you participation in the periodical index project suggested in the 
last issue, your becoming a regional representative for N.B.S. or any other issue 
you may wish to address. 
Only a few members have 


Congratulations to David Hirt for sending in 


indicated interest in these the lone correct solution to last issue’s trivia 
two area, and we need to quiz, the answers for which are as follows. 
show OES support from “A” Sale Woodward Leonard & Co 
the membership to make Bryant Low Daniel Kennedy 
Sees Bushnell Chapman Bros Bangs & Co 
these activities work. Crosby Haseltine Bangs & Co 
We are an inter- Deats Frossard Geo Leavitt & Co 
. . . Dickeson Mason Birch 
national organization and Durand Smith & Sampson Bangs & Co 
s Finotti Woodward Irving Buildings 
would like to see your Gay Strobridge Clinton Hall 
area of interest lead to an Gregory S. H. Chapman Samuel T. Freeman 
icle i If Hills Low Boyd 
article in The Asylum. Lilliendahl Strobridge Bangs, Merwin & Co 
MacKenzie Cogan Leavitt, Strebeigh & Co 
you find what you collect eee ey ais 
to be of interest to you, I Merritt Frossard Bangs & Co 
: Newcomb Raymond & Macalister Morgenthau 
am certain there are Stickney Henry Chapman Davis & Harvey 
others who will find it Thurston Harzfeld Bangs & Co 
° : Wilson (WWC) Raymond Anderson Galleries 
interesting to them. The Wilson (JB) Elder The Collector’s Club 
Wood Frossard Bangs & Co 
byword for members Woodin Adams Kennedy Auction Room 


should be contribute. 


fig FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 ¢ SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Nuinisinatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y’ Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Nuonismatic Books Books on Collectibles 
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i, The Money Tree 
— 1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 
We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 
Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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BIBLIOHOLISM* 


‘THE LITERARY ADDICTION 
Tom Raabe 


k 
bib/li/o * ho «lism: (bib! lé a hol iz' am) [< Gr biblion ] 
n. [BIBLIO + HOLISM ] book, of books: the habitual longing to 
purchase, read, store, admire and consume books in excess. 


A HILARIOUS GUIDE FOR BOOK LOVERS THAT 
BRINGS BOOK ADDICTION OUT OF THE CLOSET 


1991, 179pp. Delightful Illustrations, Card Binding. 
$8.95 + Postage $2.55 = $11.50 (If possible, U.P.S.) 


Be the first on your block to order this little gem! 


Frank and Laurese Katen 
P.O. Box 4047, Colesville Sta. 
Silver Spring, Md. 20914 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to British 
numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized references. Our 
update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 18th Century British 
trade tokens was nominated for the I.A.P.N. Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins and classical European 
numismatics 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogues and periodicals related to 
these series. 


Our coin catalogues discuss the background and history of the coins we sell. 
Catalogues are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 
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SCCSCC CCS CC ECE CE CECE EC EEC CECE CECE CECEEE 
Now Available 


John W. Adams 


UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 
on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. C. Adams ¢ A.N.A. Sales ¢ Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder ¢ Federal Brand ¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein * Kagin’s ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company * Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ® Stack's 


ParT IIs DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC BIBLIOPHILE AND COMPRISES 
HISTORIES OF THE AUCTION FIRMS AND DETAILED LISTINGS OF THEIR 
CATALOGS WITH COMMENTS ON SALE HIGHLIGHTS AND OTHER FEATURES 


Part II Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC RESEARCHER AND CONSISTS 
OF TABLES GRADING THE CONTENT OF EACH OF THE SALES IN TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WITH A FINAL GRADE FOR OVERALL IMPORTANCE 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 USA 
Tel: [714] 338-6527 +» Fax: [714] 338-6980 
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FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 


TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 


English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 
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American Numismatic Literature 


An Annotated Survey of Auction Sales 1980-1991 
edited by 
CHARLES DAVIS 


We are pleased to announce the first all-in-one bibliography for 
numismatic researchers and bibliophiles alike. American Numismatic Literature 
is a compilation of extracts from over 100 auction sales of numismatic literature 
coupled with the editor’s observations as to numismatic quality, utility, and 
rarity. Over 1,200 titles important for American numismatic research including 
standard references, monographs, periodicals, and sale catalogues are listed. 
For scarce or rare works, all known auction appearances during the past 12 
years are cited, and for titles more readily available, a representative sample is 
included. While the extracts taken as a whole will indicate a work’s past avail- 
ability and its value in terms of dollars, sidenotes have been provided to give 
our observations of its numismatic merit, the quality of production, binding or 
textual variants not seen at auction, or bits of related numismatic lore. And for 
all catalogues listed in John Adams’ Numismatic Literature, Volume 1 and Elder 
sales in Volume 2, we have noted the coins depicted on and production quality 
of each plate. George Kolbe, who was kind enough to review early drafts, notes: 


"A remarkable job ... A wonderful addition to American numismatic 
bibliography. I look forward to seeing it in print soon." 


The book will be 8%x11" format, 230 pages, and is being published by 
Quarterman. It is currently at the publishers, and we anticipate a late 
September availability. Three bindings are being offered: 


e Black cloth, 500 copies $85.00 
e Half leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by Alan 
Grace, limited to 35 numbered copies $225.00 
® Full leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by Alan 
Grace, limited to 15 numbered copies $400.00 


[New Jersey residents should add 6% sales tax] 


Copies are offered only by the undersigned, and none will be available 
from the publisher or from any other outlet. Until September 15, as a pre- 
publication discount, the edition in cloth will be numbered and offered @$75.00. 
After that date, unnumbered copies only will be sold @$85.00. Remittance in 
full must accompany each order for the edition in cloth. A deposit of $100 is 
required to reserve either edition in leather. 


CHARLES DAVIS 
P.O. Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07962 
Fax: (201) 993-5179 = Tel: (201) 993-4431 


ANNOUNCING THE 


September 19, 1992 
MAIL BID SALE OF THE 
WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH WISSLEAD 
LIBRARY 


[with selected additions] 


The Wisslead Library features complete, uniformly bound sets of 
periodicals including: The Canadian Numismatic Journal, The Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, The Numismatist, Whitman Numismatic Journal, 
World Coins and more. Ancient and modern world numismatics, United 
States auction sale catalogs and books are all well represented. The large 
format quarto catalog will be arranged topically and will contain upwards 
of 2000 titles. 


If you received our last catalog (The Paramount Library), you will auto- 
matically receive The Wisslead Sale. We are offering the catalog free to 
all NBS members, however many are not on our mailing list. To insure 
that you receive a copy, we must have a postal card requesting same by 
August 1st. Thereafter catalogs will be priced at $5 in the U.S. and $10 to 
all foreign addresses. 


AUCTION REPRESENTATION 


If you are unable to attend any of the major literature sales please 
consider our services. We will research values, carefully view all lots and 
represent your interest faithfully and confidentially. We have already made 
plans to attend the August 17, 1992 Empire Coins sale of ancient literature 
to be held the day following the A.N.A. Convention, in Ormond Beach, FL 
and the George F. Kolbe sale of the Dennis Mendelson Library, mid 
October, in Long Beach, CA. For further details, contact: 


John F, Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 
Telephone: 310-421-0171 


Numismatic News 
is first rate 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS is a first-rate publication 
that is timely, journalistically sound, and well 
worth the subscription price.” 


Mike Ellis, Alabama 
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definitely want the best choice. That's numis 
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NUMISMATIC NEWS your complete Mmismatic n 


hobby weekly. 


Fort Worth no... 
In NUMISMATIC NEWS, youcan Marks ime Hees 
count on the latest news first; the ee ue tsts 
hobby's most respected value guide, : 
"Coin Market;" the field's only full- 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby’s 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry's most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a i | Srinner ¢ 
special bonus, you'll receive a FREE | eee. 
classified ad every week asa | 
subscriber. That's a *260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 


subscription several times over. 
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numismatic news 700 E. State Street, 


FEATURING COIN MARKET lola, WI 54990 


L) YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! QO Check or Money order (to Numismate News) 
2OisSlies amr just *9°° MasterCard QO VISA 
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John W. Adams 


UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 
on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. C. Adams ¢ A.N.A. Sales ¢ Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder ® Federal Brand ¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein ¢ Kagin's ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company ¢ Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ® Stack's 


ParT I Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC BIBLIOPHILE AND COMPRISES 
HISTORIES OF THE AUCTION FIRMS AND DETAILED LISTINGS OF THEIR 
CATALOGS WITH COMMENTS ON SALE HIGHLIGHTS AND OTHER FEATURES 


ParT II Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC RESEARCHER AND CONSISTS 
OF TABLES GRADING THE CONTENT OF EACH OF THE SALES IN TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WITH A FINAL GRADE FOR OVERALL IMPORTANCE 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 USA 
Tel: [714] 338-6527 » Fax: [714] 338-6980 
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NON-NUMISMATIC BOOKS AS SOURCES OF REFERENCE 
DR. FRANCES GARDINER DAVENPORT 
John J. Ford, Jr 


As recorded 8/14/1992 at the N.B.S. General Meeting in Orlando and transcribed by the editor 


There have been 
many articles written 
about numismatic 
authors. We all know 
about S. S. Crosby, J. W. 
Haseltine, Edgar H. 
Adams, Lyman Haines 
Low. We certainly know 
about current day authors 
such as Dave Bowers, 
Michael Hodder, Bob 
Julian, and Eric Newman. 
Well, I have a numismatic 
author that you have 
probably never heard of. 
It’s a lady; her name was 
Frances Gardiner Daven- 
port. She was born in 
1870 and died in 1927. 
Dr. Davenport or Miss 
Davenport (she never 
married) died at an early 
age. She was only 57, and 
her passing was a 
tremendous loss _ to 
American historians and, 
I believe, indirectly to 
numismatists. She was a guiding force, a motivating factor, in what I call 
secondary numismatic books, works that are not particularly on numismatics, 
but which are tremendously relevant to our interests. To make this clear, let 
me go back to the beginning. I am a collector, along with my friend John 
Adams and a few other misguided people, of the series known in the trade as 
"Betts Medals." "Betts Medals" are medals relating to the Americas made 
contemporancously from the middle of the sixteenth century to the Treaty of 
Paris in 1783, which ended the American Revolutionary War. These medals 
were principally struck by European powers in their constant struggle for 
domination in the new world. They commemorated battles, peace treaties, 
individuals, and events of many kinds. The series gets its name from Charles 
Wyllys Betts, who spent his entire lifetime gathering information and who died 
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without publishing anything of real consequence. In that regard, at least, he is 
undoubtedly my personal mentor. 

I, unfortunately, am a perfectionist, similar to my friend Jack Collins. 
I get great pleasure from studying and collecting. I also get chewed out by my 
friends and colleagues, like John Adams and Mike Hodder (among others) to 
get some of my research on paper, which I have long intended. I’ve got to do 
it. I am just going to have to take the phone off the hook or take it off the wall 
and throw it away. In any event, fifty years ago, as you are presumably tired of 
hearing, I was a full time employee of Stacks then located on 46th St. in New 
York City. They paid me $18.00 a week and they bought my lunch. I was given 
the job of attributing and cataloguing anything the Stacks brothers were not 
really familiar with. And that covered almost the entire American numismatic 
series. One of the principal unfamiliar candidates was a series of medals which 
nobody knew much about, one that no one gave a damn about. These 
happened to be "Betts Medals." The first one I remember was a Dutch piece 
with a ship on it. When I showed it to J. B. Stack and expressed interest in it, 
he said "Johnny take it for 75¢.". Obviously I didn’t have much money, but 
anything at 75¢ was a good deal, then as now. Besides I always liked history. 
So I started collecting these medals a half century ago. 

During my employment (November 1941 to December 1942) the Stack 
brothers sent me to Philadelphia to cherry pick Ella Wright. Miss Wright was 
an elderly, kind lady who had been Henry Chapman’s secretary for many years 
and who was trying to run the business following his death in 1935. She had a 
tremendous pile of interesting material; all the regular United States coins - half 
cents to silver dollars were just about gone, but many of the colonials, tokens 
and medals were still there. I was well versed, well relatively well versed in the 
odd ball series; I mean for an 18 year old kid; how well versed can you be? 
The main reason I was knowledgeable to any extent is that Stacks had a library. 
They even had a librarian, can you believe that! Well, that was because Mrs Ed 
May, the wife of their foreign coin guy, needed a job. She had little else to do, 
so she rearranged and dusted the books all day long. She was a very nice lady, 
and very, very helpful to me. Mrs May would give me a book to study every 
other day. I had a 50 minute commute on the Long Island Railroad from New 
York City to suburban Rockville Centre, so I would take a book home most 
nights and read most of it and get familiar with the rest of it on the train. I 
started with U.S. 19th century auction catalogues. I remember well the Clay 
Sale which was so interesting, I forgot to change trains at Jamaica. The train 
I took that one particular winter evening had a change to Rockville Centre in 
Jamaica, and, if you stayed on, you went to Long Beach, which was about eight 
miles from where I lived. Since I was so absorbed in the Clay Sale catalogue, 
I forgot to change, and I ended up in a town right before Long Beach. As I 
had only 4¢ in my pocket, I had to ask for a nickel here and a dime there to get 
bus fare back to Rockville Centre. But that’s how immersed I got into these 
auction catalogues and books. So my early experiences with numismatic 
literature were in reading a book or two a week on the Long Island Railroad 
commuting to and from work. I think that Edgar H. Adams California Gold 
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Coinage took three days 
or six commutation trips 1 ' , : 
which was about five | Cwopean Treaties bearing on the History 
hours of actual reading | of the United States and its Dependencies 
time. to 1648 

In any event, I 
started collecting Betts 
Medals in 1942, and I 
have been collecting them 
ever since. There are 600 
or so medals in the series; 
I forget the exact number. 
This includes the Admiral 
Vernon medals and the 
Proclamations. The total 
has to exceed 600 pieces. 
John Adams became a 
convert ten years ago; 
Dick Margolis, Lucien 
LaRiviere and others are 


EDITED BY 
FRANCES GARDINER DAVENPORT 


also interested in "Betts 

Medals." Last Fall, our STHen aut 

interests broadened. 

Michael Hodder and I ie erkaaa iil HAIL kai es 


simultaneously discovered 1917 
a set of books consisting 
of four volumes, 
European Treaties Bearing on the History of the United States and its 
Dependencies. These were published by the Carnegie Institution of Washington 
as part of their Publications of the Department of Historical Research. The set 
was for people particularly those in universities who wanted to learn pre 
Revolutionary American diplomatic history. This particular set of four volumes 
was Carnegie Publication N® 254. The first volume appeared in 1917, the second 
in 1928, the third volume in 1934, the last in 1937. Dr. Davenport died (of 
cancer) in 1927 as I mentioned earlier. To give you an idea of the magnitude 
of her work, she spent twenty-three years to write two volumes, the second of 
which was so compre-hensive and complex that they broke it into two separate 
books (for a total of three). 23 years! To appreciate this, you have to 
remember that Dave Bowers knocks out a creditable book in 23 days. The 
problem was that Dr. Davenport was a late starter. She obtained a PHD in 
Chicago in 1904 when she was 34 years old. The lady had to learn German, 
Spanish and Portuguese - she already knew French - to be able to handle the 
various treaties. She also had to be involved with Latin which was not too bad 
as she was well versed with French and Spanish. She had to learn to be fluent 
not only in present day, which means early this century, but in the archaic forms 
of the languages. She had to differentiate between the Gregorian and Julian 
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calendars. That was the most complicated mess in her efforts because one half 
of Europe had one calendar, and the other half had the other. The only reason 
this continued and took such a long time to resolve was the religious factor. 
The Catholic nations wanted to stick with the newer version, the Julian 
reckoning, and the Protestants, who wouldn’t do anything the Catholics did, 
stuck with the Gregorian. Russia was the last one to catch up, and that was in 
1815. She not only annualized these treaties, the ratifications, the personalities, 
she wrote a comprehensive explanation of what was going on. It is difficult to 
understand how complicated all this must have been (and still is). 

So I obtain a set of the Davenport books and I think immediately of C. 
Wyllys Betts, whose work was published posthumously in 1894, by J. W. Scott. 
As I said earlier, Betts never published anything during his lifetime. He 
gathered all of his information and then died, with everything in note and 
manuscript form. His brother, Frederick H. Betts, with the assistance of W. T. 
R. Marvin, the editor of the American Journal of Numismatics, and Lyman H. 
Low put the material together for publication. They did a great job, and as 
Betts had done such a great job of gathering the information, the book is still 
the standard text today, nearly 100 years later. As I said, it described over 600 
medals. To my knowledge, C. Wyllys Betts never went to Europe. If you 
visited Europe during his life time, it was easily a twelve to fifteen day trip by 
ship, and if you wanted to go from, say Leipzig to Berlin, it was an overnight 
deal. It was simply a time intensive proposition. Then when you got there, if 
you could locate the various documents, they would be in Latin or something 
else. So therefore, for all the peace treaties prior to 1783, with a few 
exceptions, the Betts book does not concern itself with the corresponding 
medals. And these medals are extraordinarily pertinent. For years I have seen 
such medals in auction catalogues from time to time and paid no attention to 
them. Yet they are now shown to be extraordinarily important if you are going 
to collect American colonial history illustrated by contemporary medals, which 
is the technical title of the C.W. Betts book. If you add the medals that I am 
now aware of to the Betts series, I, at my advanced age, have probably at least 
another 600 "new" medals to look for. Most of which are held in high esteem 
by our European friends, and they are not easy to find as John Adams and I are 
finding out. 

For instance, The Treaty of Breda, as finalized in July and August, 
1667, was a complicated deal but the guts of it were between the Dutch and 
British with strong French ramifications. Louis always seemed to have his 
hands in everything. That’s "Louis the Magnificent" or Louis Quatorze. The 
Treaty of Breda essentially gave New York to the British from the Dutch, 
Arcadia to the French from the British, and Martinique from the French to the 
Dutch or vice versa. It involves the Americas to’a great deal, and for years I 
saw Treaty of Breda medals come and go and did not realize that they had any 
direct connection with America. 

This past May I purchased a silver medal commemorating a situation 
that I found amusing. This was a piece originally in the Duke of 
Northumberland Collection sold by Sotheby’s in 1980 (12/3/1980). The Duke 
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died in the middle of the eighteenth century. Apparently he owned one of 
those big manor houses of the type that has been passed down through history 
to the heirs and descendants. Finally we arrive at the point in time where the 
guy who currently lives in the manor house can’t afford to live in it, even if he 
moves tourists through it twenty four hours a day at three pounds a head. You 
just can’t maintain such houses; they’re nearly 300 years old and falling apart. 
So they start by selling off artwork, then everything else from the original Duke 
of Northumberland’s collections. The Duke has been dead for 230-240 years, 
and they didn’t get to the medals until 1980. Since he quit collecting in 1746, 
most of the stuff he had is original and pretty nice. This is particularly true 
since nobody ever bothered looking at the medals for 200 years. One of the 
silver medals in the sale in 1980 (one I recently obtained) was Louis XIV facing 
to the right - it was about a 2%" medal. Louis, by the time this medal was 
actually made (1679), didn’t put Louis the Fourteenth on medals any more, he 
just put Louis Magnus, or Louis the Magnificent. He was really quite a modest 
guy. On the reverse of the medal I purchased, the work of one Levin 
Zernemann, there is a pastoral scene with cattle and doves together with a 
herald flying above displaying a scroll proclaiming "Of peace and the man I 
sing" meaning Louis brings peace to the world. Now this guy has to be one of 
the biggest PR men in history. The medal was made in Germany; [I later 
ascertained that the only other known specimen is to be found in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris. Now this medal was resold this year by 
Sotheby’s and they had no idea what it really commemorated, although they did 
know it has something to do with the Treaties of Nymwegen (1678-79). (The 
original ticket was with the medal which identified the 1678 treaty.) The first 
Treaty of Nymwegen, between France and the United Netherlands, signed on 
August 10, 1678, provided that each party should retain any place in the world, 
the places then in its possession. Medals commemorating this treaty of course 
pertain to the Americas. However, my Northumberland medal commemorates 
the "act for the cessation of hostilities in America, concluded between France 
and Brandenberg at Nymwegen in May 1679." My original thought was what 
does the Elector of Brandenberg have to do with Louis XIV. And you're 
wondering what does this have to do with America. Well, Dr. Davenport bailed 
me out. Brandenberg was at war with France and Sweeden. The Elector, 
Frederick William, was forced by Louis XIV to give back Pomerania to Sweden. 
An armistice was signed. However, the Elector wanted to get even with Louis 
Magnus. He had two Dutch frigates outfitted and sent to American waters to 
attack French shipping. The French king sent a squadron to take or sink the 
Brandenberg frigates. Before the armistice was broken in the West Indes or on 
the Atlantic coast, the two rulers got together. Louis XIV (Magnus) 
subsequently proclaimed himself a great peacemaker, as my Northumberland 
medal illustrates. There were several different medals made commemorating 
the 1679 Treaty of Nymwegen, and all are extreme rarities. All that I am aware 
of convey the message that Louis brought peace to the world because he was 
the benefactor of mankind and a nice guy. He was probably neither. This is 
why history fascinates me. And here I have at this stage of my life a whole new 
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series of medals to collect. But most of these, thank God, were in Collection 
Le Maistre. Pax In Nummis published by Schulman in 1912. This was the 
collection of a man who collected nothing but medals relating to peace treaties. 
And since we are talking about treaties and their ramifications, Pax in Nummis 
is an excellent source for detailed descriptions of the medals (in French). The 
collection is by no means complete; it was lacking the two 1679 Nymwegen 
pieces in the Northumberland collection that I obtained, but it is a really good 
start as it is probably 80-90% complete. 

So this was the whole purpose of telling you about Dr. Davenport and 
the three books that were probably her life’s work. The books were originally 
published by Carnegie in an edition of 200-250 copies as they assumed that they 
had a very limited market. The publication of course was widely distributed, 
and when out of print, became rare. It was then reprinted by a guy by the 
name of Peter Smith. The Smith firm recently sent six sets to an intellectually 
oriented surplus house (which shall remain anonymous) where Mike Hodder 
and I found them. Hodder, Adams and I have three of the sets. The other 
three went somewhere else. So I called up the Peter Smith people and said 
what’s the story with these books. They replied that they had something like 22 
of Volume II, 34 of Volume III, and 40 of Volume IV, but only 6 of Volume 
I. The reason for the lack of copies of Volume I was attributed to the binding 
operation. The binder, being a clown, mangled many of the copies of the initial 
volume. So I bought all six sets offered and saw they went to the right people. 
The book is now available from University microfilm @$68/volume, which is 
a lot of money. The Smith firm sold me the six they had for $60/set which I 
thought is very reasonable. I think he reprinted 500 sets in total but they’re all 
gone now except for the few copies of Volumes 2, 3, and 4. The first volume 
covers the Papal Bulls of the 15th century, when Papacy made diplomatic 
decisions, up to the Treaty of Westphalia (Munster) in 1648. Dr. Davenport 
wrote Volume II to cover 1650 to 1715 (closing with the complex Treaty of 
Utrech), but she died just after completing the minor Treaty of Madrid (Dec. 
3-14, 1715). Volume II was finally published in 1928 and 1934. Think about 
how slow the process was, just to re-edit Volume II and polish it up took from 
1928 to 1934. And this was with a staff of really educated people. These 
volumes took you up to the close of 1715. Since the series went to the end of 
the War of 1812, one of her colleagues, a Charles Oscar Paullin, compiled the 
last volume. Jt was not up to the Davenport standards. He did not translate 
most of the treaty texts and give all the explanations and so forth. So from 1715 
through our period, 1783 - the end of American Revolution, the work is not as 
comprehensive, but most of the Treaties involved are luckily between England 
and France. After the War of the Spanish Succession, England and France 
were the dominant players, and a lot of the treaties are in English, so it isn’t 
that difficult to follow. But the information, the history, in these four volumes 
is unbelievable. And it opens up a whole new collecting area. 

John Adams gave you another facet of this last night in discussing the 
obscure sources he explored to solve the mystery of the 1781 "Happy While 
United Medal." He proved that there are a lot of books out there that are not 
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purely numismatic works, that are not purely books on coins, tokens, medals or, 
paper money per se, which directly influence numismatics. As a current 
example of that, Michael Hodder, my intellectual mentor, runs around the 
bourse to obtain knowledge not like all the idiots just to make money. Because 
in the long run, he realizes that knowledge is the asset that no one can take 
away from you and which you can get the greatest gain from, particularly in 
personal satisfaction and accomplishment. Yesterday, here, he ran into a book 
dealer (I won’t mention his name), who had a book which nobody would pick 
up. It was titled The Proceedings of the New Haven Historical Society, 1914. 
New Haven! Can you think of anything less imposing than New Haven. In it, 
he found several pages on the engraver Anderson Little, who worked at the end 
of eighteenth century into the nineteenth, and about whom very few people 
know anything. And it had 30-40 pages of listings of Connecticut silversmiths 
and their marks. These, of course, include those punches with initials that they 
tried out on large cents, a series of interest to Dave Bowers. So for $20, Mike 
Hodder obtained all this generally unpublished material. All information you 
can’t find anyplace else. So there is more to numismatic literature than having 
an 1870 Maris. And I have been long preaching this - and this is another 
feather in my cap or fly in the ointment depending on how you look at it - you 
can collect numismatic literature as collectibles, or collect books for what they 
really are - primary sources of knowledge. 


THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel J. Orosz 


It is an irony of history that American numismatics began to come 
together just as America itself was falling apart. It is an irony but it is not an 
accident. There was no question that the Union was disintegrating in the late 
1850’s -- Kansas was bleeding, John Brown tried to foment a slave rebellion at 
Harper’s Ferry, and Northern Abolitionists were squaring off against Southern 
"Fire Eaters." One reaction to this collapse of the republic was a heightened 
interest in its heritage. Historical societies multiplied during the 1850s, Mount 
Vernon was preserved as a shrine to Washington, and the heretofore modest 
hobbies of autograph and coin collecting experienced sudden boom times. 

The Civil War, of course, came in the next decade, and its leaders have 
been studied and re-studied by generations of scholars. The concurrent rise of 
coin collecting in America, however, is a subject virtually ignored even by 
numismatic historians. Most of these chroniclers have been content to note in 
passing that Edward Cogan held a sale of coins on November 1, 1858 which 
marked the start of the modern era of the hobby and that his pioneering efforts 
were soon joined by men like W. Elliot Woodward. American numismatics 
then came of age with the advent of the brothers Chapman in the late 1870, and 
the rest is, well, history. 
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Cogan and Woodward were giants of the early American coin trade, 
but they did not launch the numismatic hobby by themselves. They were the 
beneficiaries of at least a century of American numismatic activity, for one 
thing, and for another, they had a lot of help from the city that the twentieth 
century would come to call "The Big Apple." Cogan was living at Philadelphia 
at the time, and Woodward in Roxbury, so they did not directly serve America’s 
largest metropolis. The leading dealer in New York City was Augustus B. Sage, 
who from 1858 to 1860 matched Cogan sale for sale. (For more on Sage, see 
this column in Vol X N21 of The Asylum.) Sage left numismatics to fight on the 
Union side in the Civil War, never to return to the trade, and is largely 
forgotten by today’s collecting fraternity. Even more obscure than brother 
Augustus, however, is another leading dealer of the 1850s Gotham, John K. 
Curtis, who will occupy center stage for the rest of this issue’s Printer’s Devil. 

The estimable Emmanuel J. Attinelli provides a biography of Mr. 
Curtis on page 21 of Numisgraphics. Born in England on December 11, 1828, 
Curtis emigrated to the United States in 1841 and soon adopted the trade of 
watchmaker. In 1843, he commenced collecting coins, and in 1857 he opened 
a watchmaking, jewelry, and general curiosity business at N°83 Bleecker Street, 
New York City. This makes him, as Attinelli notes, "one of the earliest in the 
field as a dealer in this country." 

John K. Curtis rapidly made a mark on the growing hobby of 
numismatics. He ran a thriving over-the-counter dealership, was an issuer of 
storecards, and the consignor of a number of coin collections at auction. A 
little detail on all three activities may serve to remind us of the contributions 
that Curtis made during the formative years of numismatics in America. 

As a coin dealer, Curtis was one of the first to buy and sell on a large 
scale. Attinelli notes that in 1858 Curtis spent the enormous sum of $700 to 
secure the "Siegfried Collection" from Easton, Pennsylvania. By way of 
comparison, Cogan’s first sale that same year realized $128.63. By 1860, he had 
opened a second shop at 882 Broadway, and circumstantial evidence suggests 
that the coin trade was brisk at both locations. 

The storecards that Curtis commissioned form the best-remembered 
portions of his legacy. The cards were issued from 1859 to 1861 and are all 
attributed to the noted engraver Charles H. Lovett. The obverses usually 
advertised Curtis’s business, but the reverses ranged widely in subject matter 
from the celebrated (George Washington, Rulau 529) to the obscure (Johannes 
Allen, a Scottish antiquarian, Rulau NY 175-78). Perhaps the most popular 
reverse is "The Antiquary," which depicts a seated collector peering at a coin 
through a magnifying glass, with the rueful legend: "A real antique, but alas! It 
is indecipherable." (Adams NY 179-82). One other reverse was issued picturing 
the troopship Great Eastern. The cards were struck in a variety of metals, and 
a number of the reverses were muled. All are scarce to rare and popular when 
examples occasionally come onto the market. For more detailed information 
about them, see George and Melvin Fuld’s column "Token Collector’s Pages, 
The Numismatist, November 1960, also reprinted by Quarterman, 1972. 
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John K. Curtis also found time to leave a mark on the world of 
numismatic literature. The indispensable Martin Gengerke reports that Curtis 
consigned material to seven numismatic sales from June 1859 to February 1872, 
all offered by Bangs, Merwin & Co. In addition, the busy Mr Curtis issued 
price lists, according to Attinelli, in 1858 (18pp), 1859 (42pp), and 1861 (1p). 
This last was a lottery scheme whereby collectors purchased chances for coins 
at a dollar each. The sheet was headed by a come-on that covered all the 
bases: "To numismatists in Particular And to Everybody in General." 

Some of the material that Curtis consigned to auction was decidedly 
pedestrian, but by no means all. The Bangs sale of December 13-14, 1860 for 
example, contained Curtis’s personal collection of 98 Large Cents, complete by 
date 1793-1857 including a very fine 1793 Chain Ameri, a "perfect impression" 
1799, and an 1833 (1823?) with Lafayette counterstamp. Another 35 Large 
Cents were offered and included a very good 1799. The sale appears not to 
have been catalogued by one of the nameless ignorami (as John Adams would 
say) at Bangs, but was probably done by Curtis himself. If so, he did a 
creditable job by the standards of the day, even if he occasionally overused the 
modifier "perfect." 

Curtis’s numismatic career, like that of his fellow New Yorker Augustus 
B. Sage, was effectively ended by the Civil War. He did not issue another store 
card after 1861 and after consigning to five auctions during 1859-60, he took a 
hiatus until 1867. In that year he contributed a lot of Chinese coins to the June 
27 Bangs auction which fetched, according to Attinnelli, all of 55 cents. Curtis 
faded from the hobby entirely after the February 19, 1872 Bangs sale, where the 
370 lots he consigned brought $103.62. Perhaps this represented the remainder 
of his collection or the residue of his stock. 

The back cover of the Bangs sale of Curtis’s collection on December 
13-14, 1860 assured his customers that he had "no intention of retiring from the 
very interesting pursuit of collecting and disposing of Gems of the Numismatic 
Art." That declaration notwithstanding, within a year, Curtis virtually ceased his 
coin-related activities. This early exit caused him to join the colossi of the 
cradle age of American numismatics whose contributions - and even names - 
were soon largely forgotten with the passage of time. John K. Curtis, one of 
the pioneer purveyors of "Gems of the Numismatic Art," surely deserves to be 
better remembered by a hobby that he served well, although not for long. 


THE DENNIS MENDELSON LIBRARY SALE 
Charles Davis 


I remember the phone call from Armand Champa in late May. 
"Charlie, I have good news and bad news. The good news is that there is a 
great American library coming on the market. The bad news is that it’s Dennis 
Mendelson’s." I was really quite stunned because Dennis, who had been 
assembling his library for only a short period of time, had, for all intents and 
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purposes completed his collection of all known varieties, editions, and bindings 
of the classic works on large cents and had turned his attentions to the great 
nineteenth century auction catalogues. Large format Chapmans were complete, 
small Chapmans 60%, and Woodwards 97% with only two of the 34 plated sales 
lacking. At the end of three years, he had reached the point where the checking 
off of each missing item would have required good fortune (in both senses of 
the word) and months if not years between each triumph. The fact that Dennis 
was calling it quits was especially shocking since only several weeks earlier he 
had chased this writer all over St Louis during the E.A.C. Convention to garner 
two of the rarest Woodwards - Sales 101 and 105 with plates. 

The sale was quickly scheduled by George Kolbe to be held in 
conjunction with the Fall Long Beach Expo, and I imagine any reader taking the 
time to read this column has obtained a copy of the lavishly produced catalogue. 
In its small quarto format with only two or three lots per page, its full 
descriptions, black and white and color photographs, this is an "award winning 
catalogue" that will, as usual, be ignored when honors are bestowed in favor of 
the offerings of the mainstream auction houses. If the catalogue has a fault, it 
is in its stiff "perfect" binding that virtually requires a two handed spine cracking 
to function properly. As Kolbe notes that only 75 sets of unbound text were 
reserved for the two sewn signature hardbound editions, we would recommend 
contacting him to determine availability. 

The Mendelson library, while replete with rarities in many American 
series, specialized in works on large cents. Never before had a complete 
collection of the predecessors of Sheldon and Newcomb been offered, and one 
work, the 1881 edition of the Andrews pamphlet on the late dates, has not been 
located i in any previous auction sale. 

Given the pre-election economy and the general state of the coin 
market, this was probably not the best time to present such an offering of 
numismatic rarities, especially ones that concentrated so heavily in only certain 
areas. Yet the results on an across the board basis were somewhat satisfactory 
with items bringing slightly less than 90% of estimate. 

If there was a single theme that ran through the sales room, it was that 
research material was in great demand, while the bibliophilic rarities did less 
well. The 1869 and 1870 editions of Maris on the Cents of 1794, small tracts 
that were issued without illustrations, did not sell, and we assume that the 
reprints in the 1976 Adams - Quarterman anthology apparently satisfy otherwise 
potential buyers. Likewise the 1923 Chapman work on the same subject, nearly 
identical to its 1926 second edition sibling which may be had at 10% of the 
price of its older brother, was panned by the crowd. The catalogues of Thomas 
Elder, the most impossibly difficult series in American numismatics to complete, 
found appreciative buyers for sales with plated large cents (Miller, Bartlett) 
while the other Elders and the rare and magnificent W.W.C. Wilson sale did 
sell, but often after only a single advance. 

The offering of Woodward sales was a mixed bag. The rare "A" and 
92nd sales brought $500 and $575 respectively, and may have established 
records for unplated catalogues. The balance, mostly offered in fine Alan 
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Grace bindings, was largely ignored by the gallery as many had been so severely 
trimmed years ago that portions of plates were badly cropped. The plated 
Vicksburgh sales, here making their initial public auction appearance in many 
years, brought $1300 and $1500 respectively, and probably reflected the tightness 
of money for rare items not fitting into the large cent realm. 

If there was one grouping that showed strong and gratifying strength, 
it was the area of the plated Chapmans, virtually neglected in recent New York 
sales. Only two of the 39 catalogues, Bushnell and Barker, did not interest the 
floor with the remaining 37 aggregating $28,000 on estimates of $25,000. 
Obviously the large cent crowd has begun to appreciate the superior plates and 
competent descriptions in these catalogues. 

The most intriguing lot in the entire sale was, however, the set of 20 
photographs of the George Clapp collection of large cents prepared by the 
A.N.S. Curiously composed, each plate depicted 36-45 obverses, each coin lying 
in its original black cardboard box which had been lined up in 4x9 or 5x9 or 
configurations. Given the recent controversy surrounding portions of the Clapp 
collection, "permanently" impounded at the A.N.S. in 1947, but more recently 
seen in other cabinets, we were not surprised at the $2700 hammer price. As 
an interesting sidelight to this lot, an individual at the A.N.S. questioned the 
authority of the cataloguer to offer the photographs stating that they had never 
been sold by them. We can only visualize the facial omelette delivered when 
that individual was presented with a 1985 bill of sale signed by Leslie Elam, a 
copy of which was included with the lot! 

We certainly congratulate Dennis for assembling such a magnificent 
library in such a short period of time and look for him to remain active in our 
circles, and when the bug bites again, for him to fulfill the task so nearly 
completed here. 


DR. HENRY BRONSON: PHYSICIAN AND HISTORIAN 
Michael Sullivan 


Henry Bronson was born in Waterbury Connecticut January 30, 1804. 
The son of a wealthy lawyer and country court judge, Bennet Bronson, Henry 
was afforded the opportunity to attend fine grammar schools opening the door 
for many future successes. Following in his father’s footsteps, Henry entered 
Yale College in 1824 and was graduated in 1827 with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. 

After Yale, young Bronson relocated to West Springfield, 
Massachusetts to start his professional career as a physician. In 1831 he 
married Sarah Miles, daughter of Samuel Lathrop, a wealthy lawyer and 
congressman. Probably influenced by Lathrop’s other daughter who resided in 
Albany, Bronson joined in partnership with Alden March, M.D., a highly 
regarded surgeon in Albany and a professor at the Albany Medical college. 
Bronson made a solid impression upon the Albany populace. 
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Disaster struck North America in the Summer of 1832 with the 
outbreak of Asiatic Cholera in Canada. The disease spread quickly along all 
lines of communication. Bronson was commissioned by several prominent 
gentlemen at whose head was the Mayor and was directed to proceed to 
Montreal and other points in Canada infested with the pestilence and avail 
himself of every opportunity to study the history of the disease and report to the 
committee such hygienic measures as he would recommend as reliable 
preventatives. Based on his observations, Bronson reasoned that maintaining 
a balanced diet, avoiding excesses of alcohol and/or apothecary drugs, and 
cleaning filth and wastes would prevent or at least deter the spread of cholera. 

It is unclear whether Bronson’s two-week trip to Canada had any 
profound effect on the people and social practices of the residents of Albany, 
but the town was struck with the disease by July 3. His observations and 
published letters provided him public recognition which prompted a group of 
physicians to consider him as president of the Philadelphia Medical College. 
Bronson returned to Waterbury to establish a medical practice and in 1842 
accepted a professorship at Yale College, where he taught until 1860. Bronson 
died November 26, 1893 at the age of 89. © 

Bronson’s medical contributions alone may not have made him a living 
figure of history, but his 
historic writings and 
research certainly do. 
His travels throughout 
Connecticut over a period 
of 28 years provided him 
with numerous 
opportunities to develop 
an extensive background 
in Connecticut history. 
His first book, The 
History of Waterbury, 
Conneéciicut, tse. 
contains 30 steel engraved 
portraits and local scenes. 

Bronson also 
prepared historical and 
biographical papers 
pertaining to the medical 
history of New Haven 
County which were read 
before the New Haven 
Colony Historical Society 
1872 - 1876 and which 
were later published by 
them in 1877.  Sub- 
sequently he wrote 
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Chapters of the Early Government of Connecticut with Critical and Explanatory 
Remarks on the Constitution of 1639, also appearing in the Society’s papers. 

Bronson also penned an important but little known contribution to 
numismatic literature titled A Historical Account of Connecticut Currency, 
Continental Money, and Finances of the Revolution. This monograph was 
originally read before members of the New Haven Colony Historical Society in 
1863 and published in their papers in 1865. Given Bronson’s medical 
background and other writings, it may appear unusual that he chose to study 
and write about colonial currency. He may have been influenced by his father, 
who was an original stockholder, director, and first president of The Waterbury 
Bank, the first in that city. This, with his interest in financial and political 
issues, probably lead to his interest on Connecticut Colonial Money. 

He wrote the monograph about the same time John Hickcox was 
writing A History of the Bills of Credit or Paper Money Issued by New York 1709 
to 1789 (1866), and Henry Phillips was writing Historical Sketches of the Paper 
Money of the American Colonies ... and Continental Paper Money (1865). The 
sole numismatic reference on Colonial currency cited by Bronson was Joseph 
Felt’s An Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency (1839). Bronson’s 192 
page monograph includes a brief history of New England Currency, the 
Massachusetts coinage of 1652, Connecticut’s colonial coinage, and an in-depth 
history of the various emissions of Connecticut’s bills of credit. This particular 
work is scarce, and Frank Katen stated that he had purchased only two copies 
during his tenure in business, none being included in the Fuld library. Prior to 
1989, only a single copy was offered at auction (Kolbe 11:926). Since 1989, 
copies have been offered by Kolbe, Money Tree, and Davis. 


Ref: Hubbard, Stephen G. Biographical Sketch of the Life and Writings of the 


Late Professor Henry Bronson, Papers of the New Haven Colony Historical 
Society, Volume VI, 1900; Photo credit: Dick Naven, Portland Oregon 


FROM THE EDITOR 
Q@ We have received the following letter from Kay Champa: 


At the Chicago A.N.A. Convention, I was presented an award of 
appreciation. Due to visiting a relative in the area, I did not get to attend the 
N.B.S. meeting. I wanted to thank each and every one of you. I have never 
before received this kind of recognition. I wanted to make this year’s 
convention, but due to being hospitalized, I was unable to attend. I want to 
thank those of you who remembered me by sending cards and flowers and by 
remembering me in you prayers. As many of you know, I am dealing with the 
uncertainty of my disease. Knowing I have such supporting friends helps me 
deal with these difficult times. Thanks to all of you from the depth of my soul. 
Kay is currently battling Multiple Sclerosis. Our hearts and our prayers go out to 
her, Armand and their two daughters. 
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1 We extend grateful thanks to Dan Hamelberg and Dave Bowers for their 
donations to the Society’s fund raising auction. Dan, as reported in the last 
issue, prepared a poster size print of the photograph that graced the cover of 
the 1964 Helfenstein catalogue. Handsomely framed and accompanied by a 
custom made box to facilitate shipping, it fetched $1,150 from Tony Terranova. 
Then, quite unannounced, and greatly appreciated, we received from Bowers a 
signed draft copy of his Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the United States. 
This was collared by Dan Hamelberg for $550. Thanks to the generosity of 
Dan (twice!), Dave, and Tony, N.B.S. added $1,700 to its Treasury. 


1 Five N.B.S. members received awards during the A.N.A. Convention. 


The Armand Champa Award was presented by Scott Rubin to Joel Orosz 
citing his contributions as editor, board member and columnist. No single 
member has contributed as much to the Society during the past six years 
as Joel, and the recognition was most deserving. 


The Aaron Feldman Award was presented by this writer to Alfred Hoch, 
President of Quarterman Publications, in recognition of a lifetime of 
dedication to numismatic publishing. His quality editions with their 
superb plates and scholarly forewords have made many classics, often of 
higher research value than originals, readily available to collectors who 
would otherwise have not had the opportunity to acquire them. 


In exhibits, the Aaron Feldman Memorial Award was won by Wayne 
Homren for "A Selection of Numismatic Ephemera." Scott Rubin took 
second place with "Auction Catalogues as Information Sources," while Bob 
Metzger took third place with "Tracing a Pedigree through Auction 
Catalogues." 


: New & Used Books (407) 337-4192 
qT While at David & Sherry Collectables 


Sklow’s table at the A.N.A. Free Numismatic Literature 
Convention, we picked up their 


business card and were heasuted Books 
prepared to take them up on 
their offer until they noted that 9476 So. US #1 


their printer confused the Village Green Center David & Sherry Sklow 
words "fine" and "free." Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 Owners 


1 Fred Lake advises us that he is preparing a program for an N.B.S. 
meeting in conjunction with the 1993 F.U.N. Convention in January. Those 
planning to attend that show should check the convention program for details. 
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1 David Lang writes: The Pacific Coast Numismatic Society is proud to 
offer to all persons identifying themselves as members of NBS a complimentary 
copy of its quarterly magazine. The Journal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic 
Society has received the ANA’s first place award as Outstanding Publication. 
The society may be reached at 610 Arlington Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94707. 


1 David Hirt writes: One of the joys of collecting for me is to receive notice 
in the mail that some auction bids I have entered have been successful, and that 
some new treasures will be added to my library. Recently I was the successful 
bidder on a copy of Wayte Raymond’ Granberg Sale of May 9, 1915. This 
completed my collection of the series of Granberg Sales. Many collectors form 
a collection which is sold late in life, or even after death. Some, however, seem 
to enjoy building a collection, selling it, then plunging in to collect again. Isaac 
Wood in the last century and J. F. Bell in this century are two names come to 
mind. Granberg seems to be in the latter group. H.O. Granberg was quite a 
wealthy mining engineer and owner. He was an officer in the A.N.A. for 
several years and served as its president 1915-1917. Interestingly enough, I am 
unable to locate an obituary for him listed in The Numismatist. Granberg first 
sold a collection with B. Max Mehl in 1913, then again in 1919. Between these 
two, he consigned to the before mentioned sale with the Raymond owned U.S. 
Coin Co and to an S. H. Chapman sale in 1918, the latter of which would have 
been the A.N.A. Convention Sale, but which was postponed due to the influenza 
outbreak. None of these sale catalogues could be considered common, and all 
are in demand due to name recognition of the owner. Those by Mehl are the 
most frequently seen. The Raymond and Chapman sales are scarce. 


{| This was the most barren A.N.A. Convention we recall, for bibliophiles 
wandering the bourse floor looking for literature or ephemera in dealers’ cases. 
Usually a Crosby, some Heath counterfeit detectors, or several Mickley medals 
will surface. Even Hank Spangenberger seems to have worked dry the Henry 
Chapman hoard. This year, the sole offering we encountered, and which we 
snapped up on P.N.G. Day, was the letter reproduced on page 19. Sent to 
William H. Woodin, who had consigned 49 lots of Half Eagles and $3.00 Gold 
to the October 20, 1904 "Woodin, Rust et al" sale, its significance lies in the 
inference that the Chapmans did not collect proceeds from floor bidders or 
from those who had bid through the auctioneers at their sales. Davis and 
Harvey, as well as Bangs, Leavitt, Leonard and the other houses of the period, 
functioned as collection points for many of the receipts and settled up with the 
cataloguers 33 (in this case) days later. This extra layer was probably an added 
incentive for the cataloguers to encourage bids through them rather than 
through the auction house as they could accelerate cash flow by receiving direct 
payment from the buyers. The signature is in Henry’s hand and we note that 
it was signed "S H&H Chapman," rather than "SH & H Chapman." The post- 
script notes that a priced catalogue was sent to Woodin this AM - first mail. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Scott Rubin 


This year’s Annual Meeting of the Society was held in conjunction with 
the A.N.A. Convention at Orlando. There we were treated to fine presentations 
by John Ford (see lead article) and Wayne Homren, who presented a slide 
show of views of the current condition of B. Max Mehl’s building in Fort Worth. 
Dan Hamelberg and Dave Bowers graciously provided donations to the 
Society’s auction, which raised $1,700. In addition, the previous evening, under 
the auspices of the Numismatic Theatre, we were privileged to attend the 
Symposium on Numismatic Literature. John Adams presented a paper equal 
to anything heard at the A.N.S. noting how obscure reference material shed new 
light on the Happy While United Medal. Al Hoch fielded questions and 
provided insights on the world of numismatic publishing with emphasis on the 
fine reproduction of plates. Eric Newman and Dave Bowers also added to the 
discussions with their usual insightful remarks. 

At this time, I would like to announce that elections for the Society’s 
officers and Board Members will be held, as provided in the by-laws, at the 
beginning of 1993. Society members wishing to run should make their desires 
known to me or to any board member who will turn them over to the 
nominating committee, which will then prepare a slate of candidates for 
publication in the January Asylum. 


ay FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 @ SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Numisinatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 . Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Nianismatic Books Books on Collectibles 
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os 
SAMUEL HUDSON CHAPMAN Established 1678, MENRVICHAPMANTOR 
ths OF DEALERS IN 
AND p AMERI 
DEALERS IN S. H. & H. CHAPMAN COMNS AND MEDALS, 
ANCIENT ESPECIALLY 
GREEK AND ROMAN IN FINE AND RARE 


coms, Numismatists SPECDAENS, 


PAPER MONEY, 
ENGLISH, NUMISMATIC BOOKS. | 
CONTINENTAL AND No. 1348 PINE STREET COLLECTIONS 
ORIENTAL CATALOGUED FOR 
COINS AND MEDALS. PHILADELPHIA BALE BY AUCTION 
et rae, 


REGISTERED CABLE ADDRESS: ‘‘CHAPMAN, PHILADELPHIA,” 


llth month Sth, 1904 


Mre We He Woodin, 
Dear Sir:— 

Your letter of the 4th receivede We weve under the 
impression that a priced catalogue had been sent you of the sale. We 
certainly ordered it to be done and regret that it did not reach jou. 
Hastily glancing ove: the material, it aggre ates somewhere about $560. 
We do not receive settlement from Davis & Harvey until 33 days after the 
sale has taken place, when we will send j3ou a check to balance. 

We have some superb examples 6f U. S. silver coins in stock. 
Could you send us a list of those you wish to improve, as we might be 
able to send you some of them. We think the gold sold very well undeed 
and hope the result will be entirely satisfactory to youe 


Yours vespectfully, 
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A.N.A. Convention - Orlando 


N.B.S. members John Kraljevich and Rian Thum display their trophy won 
during the World Series of Numismatics 


Your editor and Dan Hamelberg display the Helfenstein poster prepared and 
donated to N.B.S. by Dan and purchased by Tony Terranova 
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A.N.A. Convention - Orlando 


The Numismatic Literature Symposium featured an elite group of panelists: Al 
Hoch, John Adams, Eric Newman, and Dave Bowers. 


Eric Newman and Al Hoch reminisce on the bourse floor. 
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ORLANDO 1992 A.N.A. CONVENTION DIARY 
John Burns 


Wednesday August 12: The clamor of the alarm clock cut through my 
dreams as I rolled over and hit the off switch. Rubbing the sleep out of my 
eyes I looked at the time - 4:00 AM. Staring at the clock I wondered what I 
was doing up at this ungodly hour. Then it struck me. The A.N.A. Convention! 
While I was disappointed that I had been bypassed for the Numismatic Theatre 
Coordinator this year, I was nonetheless looking forward to the convention. I 
headed for the Pittsburgh airport, and after an uneventful flight through 
Cleveland, I arrived in Orlando and was greeted by my roommate Fred Lake. 

After depositing my suitcases and sundries in the room we traveled the 
few blocks to the convention center. The first person I met was our editor 
Charlie Davis who started twisting my arm for an Asylum article before I even 
sat down. The next person I ran into was John Ford who asked me, in his 
inimitable way, "Why the hell haven’t you called me?" Geez John, I didn’t know 
you cared. Seriously, that was quite a thrill for me. I assured him that I would 
call him, and if I was running the Numismatic Theatre for 1993, he would 
definitely be on the list. 

The next person I ran into was my friend, James Taylor, A.N.A.’s 
Education Director. James made my day by telling me my Numismatic World 
Series partner Mark Auerbach was down with food poisoning, and I 
immediately started scrambling for a new one. After unsuccessfully begging 
Dennis Loring, Ken Bressett, Michael Hodder, and Charlie Davis, "Texas" Bob 
Metzger volunteered his services. I was saved! I decided to lurk around the 
N.B.S. table at the back of the bourse and see who showed up. Besides Fred, 
Charlie, and Bob, my good friend Wayne Homren, George Kolbe, John 
Bergman, Myron Xenos, Scott Rubin, and various other book types soon 
wandered back. The main attraction at the table was a magnificent framed 20 
by 30 inch photo poster of the Helfenstein large cent catalog cover, prepared 
and donated by Dan Hamelberg, that was to be auctioned at the N.B.S. 
meeting.Soon 5:00 PM rolled around and Bob and I headed for the Numismatic 
World Series room where we met our Young Numismatist, Richard DiNapoli, 
who would be the third member of our team. We acquitted ourselves rather 
well finishing third with 210 points 

Thursday: I stuck my head in the Numismatic Theatre room to check 
things, then went in and walked the floor and renewed old acquaintances. 
When it got close to noon I went back to the Theatre and introduced Chris 
Connell’s talk on Byzantine coins. Not much else was going on so back to the 
N.B.S. table and bourse until 5:00 PM when Bob, Richard, and I went to root 
for low scores at the second semi-final match of the World Series. Our team 
"Veni, Vidi, Vici" was "on the bubble." If the third place team scored more than 
210 points we would be spectators for the finals on Friday. Luck was with us 
though and we earned the wild card berth for the finals. The team that won 
today’s match consisted of N.B.S. members Scott Rubin, Myron Xenos and John 
Kraljevich. Scott and Myron, being brighter than your average slab dealer, had 
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made John the captain of the aptly named Bookworms, and he led them to a 
quite impressive victory. Not bad at the age of 14! After the match I related 
to John the story of the Roman Emperors when they were given a triumph, a 
slave rode behind them whispering in their ear "You are not a God." 

I found a spot to sit and relax until the N.B.S. Symposium started at 7:00 
PM. Unfortunately Armand Champa could not make it as his wife Kay had 
been admitted to the hospital. All of us wish her the best. The able George 
Kolbe took over with nary a bobble, and the program went off without a hitch. 
The four speakers, John Adams, Dave Bowers, Al Hoch, and Eric Newman 
gave presentations and responded to numerous questions from the gallery. 
Afterwards, books and catalogues, donated and shipped air express by Armand, 
were given out as door prizes with the grand prize, a deluxe version of the John 
Adams Collection of 1794 Large Cents, being won by Myron Xenos. 

Next was the N.L.G. bash where we found a table with Dan Hamelberg 
and David Lisot. MC Wendell Wolka took us on a tour of future A.N.A. 
Conventions with the usual skits and songs followed by the reading of a 
heartfelt yet controversial letter from Walter Breen. As the litany of awards 
started Fred and I slipped out. We were both tired and my back was painfully 
reminding me of its existence. 

Friday: Waking again at 7:30 AM we headed for the E.A.C. meeting at 
9:00. Much of the that crowd stayed for the N.B.S. meeting which followed in 
the same room. John Ford’s talk, Wayne Homren’s slide show of the Mehl 
Building, and well deserved awards to Joel Orosz and Al Hoch preceded the 
auction of the Helfenstein poster and a draft of Dave Bower’s new work on 
Silver Dollars. As the meeting drew to a close I looked at my watch and almost 
died. I was scheduled to introduce Harlan Berk’s talk at noon, and it was now 
12:15. I hustled to the Numismatic Theatre room to find James had saved my 
bacon and introduced Harlan. Feeling like an idiot I apologized to James who 
assured me it was no big deal. Most assuredly I was there to introduce Eric 
Newman at 1:00 PM. Before Eric’s talk, Chet Krause and Cliff Mishler 
awarded Eric a well earned Numismatic Ambassador Award. 

I have to say one of the highlights of the convention was stopping at 
Numismatic Fine Arts table and being allowed to handle some of the better 
coins. How about some superb Roman gold, incredible Greek silver, and 
magnificent Ptolemaic silver dodecadrachms and gold octodrachms. After 
viewing these coins the rest of the bourse paled in comparison. After manning 
the N.B.S. table and walking the floor for a few more hours it was time to 
collect my team for the World series finals. While we didn’t do bad, finishing 
fourth and almost snatching third, Minerva’s Conquerors blew everybody away, 
winning for the second straight year. Unfortunately the Bookworms came 
unglued, and I consoled Master Kraljevich with the old saying "some days you 
eat the bear, some days the bear eats you." 

Saturday: Waking at 7:00 AM was not in my plans but Wayne had 
requested me to assist Rich Fiorentino from the Pittsburgh convention bureau 
in our bid for the 2000 or 2001 A.N.A. Convention. Wayne planned to spend 
the day at Universal Studios with our friend Pete Costoulis. A bribe in the 
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form of his banquet ticket helped immensely. The only thing he didn’t tell me 
was I could have gotten there an hour and a half later. Hmph. In any case I 
think we gave a good presentation, but the board in their infinite wisdom has 
put off making a decision until the mid-winter. 

I was free until 1:00 PM when I performed the last of my Numismatic 
Theatre_duties introducing John Kleeberg. At 2:00, however, was the speaker 
I was looking forward to the most, John Kraljevich. I had been attending the 
Theatre since 1984 and ran it in 1989, 1990, and 1991 but in all that time this 
was one of the most informative, educational, and enjoyable talks I had ever 
been at. Quite a remarkable young man, and he presented me with his outline 
and notes from the talk (signed, of course!). After passing out bourse 
applications for our P.A.N. show in October, there was nothing more I was 
obligated to do so I checked out the exhibits, bought a few things, visited with 
friends and got ready for the banquet. Fred and I walked across to the Peabody 
where the banquet was being held. In the lobby people were milling around 
having a pre-dinner drink. We greeted several people we knew and when the 
doors were opened headed for our table. Including Fred and myself seated at 
the table were Charlie Davis, Bob Metzger, and several Pittsburghers; David 
Deep, Rich Campbell, and Rodger Hershey who just happened to win the 
Peoples Choice award. I have to say A.N.A. banquet fare has been improving 
the past few years. The awards included a 50 year member’s medal to Frank 
Katen, who eloquently modeled the latest in formal attire. 

Sunday: With suitcases collected and A.N.A. desiderata, I proceeded to 
the convention for the last minute flurry of melancholy goodbyes. After selling 
a few items, I stopped at my friend Yasha Beresiner’s table and picked up a few 
items I had him hold from yesterday. It’s always a pleasure to visit with Yasha 
and his lovely wife. A last look at the exhibits, some more goodbyes and it was 
time to hit the road. Not for home but to Ormond Beach where Fred and I 
were to attend the Empire Coins auction of numismatic literature. Checking 
into our hotel we prepared for the night’s main event, the party provided by our 
hosts Dennis Kroh and Desiree Van Seeters. We arrived and were given a 
guided tour of their lovely home/office followed by a party around the pool 
until one of Florida’s ubiquitous rainstorms drove us inside where we viewed 
the sale lots. It wasn’t quite the Bacchanalian orgy we had expected from 
Dennis (anybody with a bust of Caligula by the pool Aas to throw great parties) 
but we attributed this to the early start of the auction. 

Monday: At the auction, we joined bookseller John Bergman. While Fred 
and John were the only bookdealers, several of the ancient dealers were there, 
including Arnie Saslow, Alan Walker, and Joel Malter, along with a smattering 
of collectors. The auction started at 10:00 and ran until 4:00 with a half hour 
break for an excellent catered lunch. The prices were strong with the ancient 
literature, as expected, doing well. I fought Arnie on a few of Edward Newell’s 
fine cloth bound early Sothebys catalogs but was defeated by superior resources. 
I did manage to pick up few items and did better when the U.S. lots came up 
as it seemed only John, Fred and I were still in the bidding. Fred and I decided 
to have a light dinner and after a little driving on the beach we sat on our 
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veranda at the hotel and watched Mother Nature’s light show. We do have 
lightning up North but I thought this was over doing it just a bit. 

Tuesday: I thought I had started to pick up a cold yesterday and waking 
up confirmed it. We checked out, stopped at Dennis and Desiree’s to pick up 
our lots, packed the car we drove across the state to Tampa Airport, where 
Fred and I said our farewells. The empty suitcase I had the foresight to bring 
this year proved helpful as it was loaded with A.N.A. ephemera and purchases. 
Another uneventful trip, except for leaving my eardrums somewhere over 
Cleveland (Important safety tip - Do NOT fly if you have a cold) got me home. 
It was not the best A.N.A. I had ever been to nor was it the worst. The "party 
line" of 11,000 attendance was a bit overstated as most people I talked to 
estimated 7000-8000. I had much more free time this year and was able to 
attend everything I wanted to without worrying about the constraints of running 
the Theatre. I am already looking forward to a good market, good attendance, 
and a good show in Baltimore next year. See you in ’93. 


PERIODICALS WANTED FOR MY LIBRARY 


Choice & Desirable Coins #1 and #2 (Bowers & Hathaway) 
Coin & Medal Bulletin (1916/17 and New Series 1920s - Raymond) 
Coin Topics #14 (Raymond) 
The Elder Monthly, The Numismatic Philistine, and 
the Elder Magazine 
Flying Eaglet: Vol. 1 - all; V2, nos. 1, 3, 15, 17, 20, 22; V3, nos. 4-6; 
V4, nos. 10-12 
Gobrecht Journal #3 
Kelly’s Coin & Chatter: Miscellaneous Issues 
Mehl Numismatic Monthly: All Issues 
Numismatic Scrapbook: July 1935; Dec. ’38; Jan./Dec. ’39; Jan. ’40; 
Jan./Dec. ’46; 1947 - all; Jan./Nov./Dec. ”48; Nov./Dec. ’50 
Raymond: Standard Price Lists, Catalogues, Monographs, Premium Lists 
Sound Currency: Any Issue 


Michael J. Sullivan 
PO Box 32131, Cincinnati, OH 45232 
(513) 533-3134 


26 The Asylum 


NUMISMATIC BIBLIOMANIA SOCIETY 


Officers 
President 
Vice President P. Scott Rubin Secretary-Treasurer 
Wayne Homren Box 6885 Kenneth Lowe 
1810 Antietam St Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 Box 43286 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 Richmond Hts, OH 44143 


Members of the Board 


Armand Champa, Box 22316, Louisville, KY 40222 
Charles Davis, Box 547, Wenham, MA 01984 
Joel Orosz, 4300 Old Field Trail, Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
Jeffrey Peck, Box 657, Oaks, PA 19456 
Michael Sullivan, Box 32131, Cincinnati, OH 45232 
Barry Tayman, 5424 Smooth Meadow Way, Columbia, MD 21044 


THE ASYLUM 
Vol. X No 4 Consecutive Issue N°40 Summer, 1992 


Editor: Charles Davis, NLG 
Box 547, Wenham, MA 01984 


Advertising Rates 


Poll Pager oc sects ee De ek cote ee ee a ge nee ee $60.00 
Inside. Front, Inside? back, Outside Backs ee. so 65.00 
Half Page oie tvs ty oO ne ees ee cee, eee tee 35.00 
Quarter Pagen. pew ae ee en oo ee ter the rs te ee ee 20.00 
Classified \.'. ce su kune as siete eee 10 cents per word, minimum $2.50 


The Asylum is published quarterly on the 15th of January, April, July, and October. Manuscripts 
should be submiited to the editor at least three weeks in advance to ensure their publication. 
Individuals submitting papers in WordPerfect or DOS Text format will receive the undying gratitude 
of the editor as well as the return of their disks. 


NBS Membership: $15 annual dues for North American addresses, $20/year elsewhere. All 
members receive The Asylum for the current calendar year. Requests for membership should be 
submitted to The Secretary, NBS. 

© 1992 Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Fall, 1992 


BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to British 
numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized references. Our 
update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 18th Century British 
trade tokens was nominated for the I.A.P.N. Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins and classical European 
numismatics 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogues and periodicals related to 
these series. 


Our coin catalogues discuss the background and history of the coins we sell. 
Catalogues are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 


ae 
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‘, The Money Tree 

@ 1260 Smith Court 

Z Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 
We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 
Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 


Fall, 1992 


Se Sosa 


Numismatic News is quality | 
from cover to cover 


eg 
< 
t 
= 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS tells me all that | need to 
know about the hobby on a timely basis. | look 
forward to reading NUMISMATIC NEWS and its 
sister publications from cover to cover over the 


peenrecrerrnnnenrennerenn rte 


coming year.” 


Glen Johnson, Illinois 


When a publication holds your 
attention from the first page to the last, 
you know you're onto something good. 
That's NUMISMATIC NEWS your Le 
complete hobby package. Ri ort _ orth paper none 


Marks Treasury 


In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 
count on the latest news first; the 
hobby’s most respected value guide, 
"Coin Market;” the field's only full- 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby’s 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
’ advertisers who deliver what they Loner 
promise; and the coin industry's most ate 
? complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
£ special bonus, you'll receive a FREE 

classified ad every week as a 
¢ subscriber. That's a $260 yearly 
: value that more than pays for your 
: subscription several times over. 


SpuIeY grading beving Second year 


numismatic 


Ba Ss 
Hews 700 E. State Street, 
FEATURING COIN MARKET lola, WI 54990 


OC YES! sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWs! 4 Check or Money order (onmismate Now) 


ia aa a aa ae a aa oe aS 


POSES Ale ss... just *9°° Q MasterCard OU VISA 
Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. Credit Card No. 
epauie Expires: Mo. Yr. 
pcipse Signature 
ity Phone No 
State Zip Mail with payment to: Numismatic News, Circulation Dept. ; 


700 E. State St, lola, WI 54990 GN8 


Senses 


1 staasasaaaanannonennse sa 
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FINE 
NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 
TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 
English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 


Now Available 
American Numismatic Literature 
edited by Charles Davis 


American Numismatic Literature is a compilation of extracts from 
over 100 auction sales of numismatic literature coupled with the editor’s 
observations as to numismatic quality, utility, and rarity. Over 1,200 titles 
including standard references, monographs, periodicals, and sale catalogues 
are listed and evaluated with sidenotes giving observations of numismatic 
merit, production quality, variants or bits of related numismatic lore. For 
classic catalogues, we have reported coins depicted on photographic plates. 


The book is 8x 11" format, 230 pages and has been published by 
Quarterman. The following is a sample of the unsolicited comments from 
individuals who paid full price for their books. 


"I was truly impressed by the depth of information provided, mostly 
importantly, your research notes." ... Rick Bagg 


"What a great work. When it arrived, I stopped everything and spent an 
hour or more looking through it." ... Q. David Bowers 


"I appreciate the marginal notes. They’re priceless. This is a book I have 
needed for years, though I did not know it. The information is more than 
extremely useful. For me, it is indispensable." ... Michael Hodder 


"I congratulate you on amassing and refining numismatic literature into a 
scholarly and fascinating commentary, a permanent contribution to 
numismatic knowledge." ... Eric Newman 


American Numismatic Literature is offered only by the undersigned. 
e Black cloth, 500 copies $85.00 
e Half leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by 

Alan Grace, limited to 35 numbered copies $225.00 


CHARLES DAVIS 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, MA 01984 
Fax: (508) 468-7893 Tel: (508) 468-2933 
ANA 60027 ANS NBS NLG_ EAC 142 


Two Magnificent Works on Chinese Currency 


Ma Fei Hai, General Editor. Encyclopedia of Chinese Monetary History, 
Volume 1: From the Earliest (period) up to Qin Shih Huang Ti (206 BC). 
Shanghai: Shanghai People’s Press, 1988. In Chinese. 1st edition. 1181 
pages including illustrations of the obverses and reverses of 4343 ancient 
monies (including cash, cowrie, knife and spade), 4 superb color plates, 
translation tables of Chinese calligraphy used on ancient coins, lists of 
excavation locations, charts of metal composition and weights, rarity guide 
and index. Folio. Gold silk, top cover fully embossed, spine and top cover 
gilt lettered on black labels. Gold and black illustrated dust jacket. As new. 

$275.00 
A sumptous production and the most comprehensive illustrated coverage ever 
of this coinage. Many of the coins are virtually unknown outside China. 


Ma Fei Hai, General Editor. Encyclopedia of Chinese Monetary History, 
Volume 11: Revolutionary Period People’s Money (1926-1949). Shanghai: 
Shanghai People’s Press, 1989. In Chinese. 1st edition. 647 pages including 
illustrations of the fronts and backs of 1470 paper money notes and a few 
coins, mostly in color, 4 color maps, 3 of which are fold-out, indicating the 
areas of paper money circulation and a rarity guide. Folio. Gold silk, 
decorated to match volume 1. As new $325.00 
Periods covered are: 1) Republic (inc Northern warlords) 1926-1927. 2) 
Soviet 1927-1937. 3) Japanese War, 1937-1945. 4) War of Liberation, 1945- 
1949. The most comprehensive illustrated coverage ever of the notes of this 
period, volume 11 was actually the second in the series. Production costs for 
with the number of color plates would be prohibitive in this country. 


Both volumes $550. Please call or fax your order as we have only three 
sets available. Add for postage, insurance and packaging: Volume 1: 12 lbs, 
$15 (US) or $40 (overseas). Volume 11, 8 lbs, $15 (US) or $35 overseas. 


Available properly packaged from: 


John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 
Tel: (310) 421-0171 Fax: (310) 421-2208 
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Cumulative Index, Volumes VI through X (1988-1992) 
Author Index 


Adams, John W.: 
Additions and Errors [to United States Numismatic 


LS TTT ION | OTROS RAT ee gaa Nias Ars ar VIII /3:7-9 
Bagg, R. A.: 
Deolemrices Current, Parts) scincs ions bub SRUNEIA- oan ¢ VII/2:13-14,16 
Bergman, John F.: 
Howeo Pack Books .....<:..i.0.:.+;2.+.+ 2Ne- AAS Se VIII /2:19-21 
The Sale of the Adolph Hess’ Library ..... 0.2... © whiays IX/3:5-8 


Bisordi, R. L.: 
A Checklist of ANS Numismatic Notes and Monographs VI/3:83-88 
fieaworks of John Muscalus...... ... eisedeist- nls se VII/4:21-23 
Block, David: 
oie ita 0s). VI/3:70; V1/4:101; VII/1:5; VII/2:5; 
VII/3:22; VII/4:5; VIII/1:6; VIII/3:4-6; VIII/4:6; IX/1:25 
Ene Life.of a Journal: Das Noigeld% sarnerspspere Yoo so: VI/4:102-115 
A Sixteenth Century Coin Collector and His Book .... IX/2:12-17 
[review] Elizabeth M. Harris, The Art of Medal Engraving .. X/2:21 
Bourne, Remy: 


Bara Auction SaleyCatalogg . io. 66.56 pe oye copay ae VI/4:115-118 

Reom the President. : casa -endtnienc:} asian’? VII /3:6-7; VII/4:3 
Burns, John: 

1992 Orlando A.N.A. Convention Diary............. X/4:20-25 
*O., s 

Book Prices Current, Part Zow.pngent? sanieer) dacs VII /2:14-15 

About the size OF It) cn ses ore ede wom ke of amen VIT/4:14-15 

Deseribin’ BOOKS i ae ooo a eh eb eetey tosh seed <a VIII /2:12-18 

[review] Remy Bourne, American Numismatic Periodicals 

USD0- 19D ES kx, wins woh ics DR Aes Sesh ana IX/1:17-23 


[review] John W. Adams, United States Numismatic Literature, 
Vol. II, Twentieth Century Auction Auction Catalogs . IX /2:27-29 


2 The Asylum 


PY Ge: 

Books for Collectors. sion). . soe os a) ae and osetia VII/4:27 
Calvin, Frank: 

The Brown Book (Whitman) ......... VIII /4:18-21; IX/1:11-16 


Cochran, Bob: 
[review] Thomas P. Kane, The Romance and Tragedy of Banking 


De eek Pdi and coche kt tales «SMe tis genset arenas VI/1:25-26 
Cohen, David H.: 
Dunhanr sch Gsyer nding Lisl: warok, ts eee neat ee te VIII/1:16-20 
Collins, Jack: 
Glapp<* Onited SiatesiCentster, fake’ tyee te ee VIII /1:14-15 
Cooper, Hugh: 
The Plough, Not the Trowel [review: P. J. Casey, 
Understanding Ancient GOs) tort vo". oi. ewes seg VI/2:59-60 
INomismatics any biblomiania sa. rane oneness oe oe VI/4:119-120 
Daniel, Forrest: 
A Checklist of Numismatic Fiction ...... IX /2:21-24; (A)IX/4:22 
Davis, Charles: 
A Trial List of Quarterman Publications ...........° IX /3:9-12 
The“Armand Champa Bxhibitoe. re co” ose... ee ee IX /4:24-25 
W. Elliot Woodward, A Few Notes and New Plates .... X/1:13-21 
Wood Ward S$ SCLAPDOOKS ieee Al ce ysitee. = 5 vaso sbees X/2:17-18 
Prom he je ditoreeamn eee rs X/2:18-19; X/3:18; X/4:15-17,19 
Early American Coppers Convention Notes .......... X /2:21-23 
TheDennis-Mendelson Library Sale... 0.9) cic. Pia ee X/4:11-13 
Ford, John J., Jr.: 
Non-Numismatic Books as Sources of Reference -- 
Dr. Frances; Gardiner: Davenportes a"... e/a): seen X/4:3-9 
Gresham, Carling: 
Ao Memorable*Visitsto) Louisville <9). 2. 3.5.7 VI/3:80,C1-C4 
Harrison, Thomas D.: 
Thank You, Wayte Raymonds wow a jerak ices atti s oh gee VIII /1:7-13 
Hibbs, Russell: 
Notes on the Literature of South African Tokens ...... X/3:10-11 


Hirt, David: 
The: John, Allansbibrary: oer: haa. @ etens, oo) Suede 6 ee X/1:6-9 
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Hodder, Michael: 


Development of the Cataloguer’s Style .............. IX/4:5-9 

Rnproving on an*Ae Sy Py Ceeree epee er ee eee aa X/2:3-8 
Homren, Wayne K.: 

saest tedicorial™ Vela geene Sa) hie REE, ek, ot Ae, IX /2:6 

So How Much Did Priced Catalogues Cost, Anyway? .... IX/3:21 

Brome ateoOry Report sends ee) ae a IX/4:21 

Exhibiting Numismatic Literature ......... X/1:21-24; (L)X/2:19 


A Bibliophile’s Paradise: The 1992 Early American Coppers 
Convention and the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Library 


ee MC MRAM Lt teeny X /3:12-18 

Jordan, Reinhold: 

Wier atic AVLIIMOOOKS Sete Pe eee tee at hed oe oy VI/1:13-14 
Katen, Frank: 

pear vile *rOatd' es, sree ee FE IE ee anes as! VII/4:8-12 
Kolbe, George: 

Paited see =~ Ay REmemorance Meme. te ee hea IX /4:27 
Lake, Fred: 

pumucmn Regional NY Bs Se Mectings., ss) ae Pe ne ote X/1:12 
Lowe, Ken: 

Gensisror Carly NUMISIIQUSIS: <7. Prete eds via hates os VII/1:18-19 

PRUE CESIUCOL rns, Sic ns Ste eh oan ge ae VII/4:3 


Malkmus, William: 
Reading Books When You Don’t Know the Language: Hungarian 


Te ee eee acho Mn ee a ee ene VIII /2:4-8 
Margolis, Richard: 
A Little-known Mid-19th Century Work on French Medals 
7 ESR ach ELE MEAN td ote Ae nity ea 1 Gh iad VII/4:16-19 
Mosvick, James: 
Support Your Local Printing Museum .....,............- IX /3:8-9 
Fire Destroys Miller Print Shop [Lawrence, Kansas] ..... IX/3:20 
Newman, Eric P.: 
PMN IGMALI CHD OOK | POEM | Ok eo o25 opp cous ve Seog eee eush ok ecko VI/4:100 


The Earliest American Publications on American Numismatics 
r AY Rediscovery, Max. + 4ee0e as. WO. WOE OME. ORES le X/3:3-9 
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Nicely, Tom: 


The Life and Times of J. Francis Ruggles ........... V1I/3:71-80 
"Numisman": 

Confusion. Rains Suprenies).. 0)... i. es ae VII/2:19 
Nuxoll, Elizabeth M.: 

Revolutionarysbinancese fs. 2 buws overt oe degeat dete VII/2:5,7-12 
Orosz, Joel J.: 

HY GheAthe GE GEOL cates ee) ces cee dee ae VI/1:2,52. Vipaat 

Rie: Mast, WOEd Paiste. Aes ea aon owe VI/1:29; VI/2:60-61; VI/3:90 

POnees avers, Devil oe sre tetas: VI1/3:89; V1I/4:121-122; VII/1:20-21; 


VII/2:20; VII/3:19-21; VII/4:24-26; VII/1:22-24, VII/2:21-23; 
VIII /3:21-23; VIII /4:22-23; IX/1:24-25; IX/2:24-26; IX/3:22-23; 
ely. «eee IX /4:18-20; X/1:4-6; X/2:14-17; X/3:19-21; X/4:9-11 


Why, Collec Books boul Coins? sa... 6. oe os ha IX/2:18-21 
Raisig, L. Miles: 

fhe (asévol the Missing Consonant 0. 0... 35 oan VII/3:8-11 
Reppeteau, L. V.: 

ThesAccidental-Numismatist: 2.0.5... 55 2 es ous VII/3:14-17,21 

Haves ViourGnetk ede ead’s 75a Ws cory ee IX /4:10-12 


Rock, Jeff: 
Books on Copper Worth Their Weight in Gold 
Seay ACME WE 6 loca oh oe ce VI/1:18-25; V1/2:39-47,50-57 
Books About U. S. Silver and Gold Coins Prior to 1837 and 
Pioneer and Territorial Gold 
 guehes, Beet ete a3 VIII/3:10-18; VIII /4:7-15; [X/1:4-10; [X/2:7-11 
Rubin, P. Scott: 
More on ANA Auction Catalogs ......... VII/3:18; (L) VII/4:6 
Shirley Who? or Can You Name the Stacks of the 1930s? 
eee Soe ei ins oft sks 13 ee oe ve ore 3g oo VII/4:12-13 
President’s Page 
EYscsate IX /2:5; IX/3:4; [X/4:4; X/1:4; X/2:24; X/3:23; X/4:18 
The Most Important A.N.A. Auctions of Each Decade 


NAV ai ied Cres We) SE ORG NN tage Wh 1X /3:12-19 
ANA. Convention: Notebook. aris ter snk ope pce IX /4:22-24 
The Printing History of the Gilbert Half Cent Book .... X/2:10-14 


Bolender Shapsh ween 6 sist) 408 bygone os ortho: » ceae cee ogee ee X/2:20 
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Smith, Pete: 
Preei900: Fixed: Price Lists"and"UyS) Coppers’ 2°. 17" - VII/1:9-15 
A. M. Smith’s Coins and Coinage: A Trial List, IX/4:13-18;(A)X/1:11 
Sullivan, Michael J.: 


The Museum of Bookbinding [Bath, England] ....... IX /3:24-25 

Dr. Henry Bronson: Physician and Historian ......... X/4:13-15 
Szego, Alfred: 

LnosiearcestiPrivaterLibraryos ft e oe eet 3D. RLS. VII/2:17-18 

The Modern’ Photocopy Machine ro VII/3:12-13 

(hcaMiysteryoot ErcélerGnecchi se. Pir Bake. TI VIII /2:9-11 

GermansStates*Bibliographyh 0% we Ae ee VIII/3:19-21 
Victor-McCawley, Chris: 

The Noyes Early and Middle Date Cent Books ........ X/1:9-11 
Wester, Robert: 

Ormsbys Bank Note:Engraving tit ee Pere. eee VIT/1:21 
Wilson, Cal: 

In Memoriam: Kenneth Eason Maples .............. VI/2:58 


Wilson, John: 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society Reg’l Meeting, St. Louis, . VI/1:7-9 
Zander, Randolph: 


The Yudin Library [in Library of Congress] ......... VI/1:11-13 
Zavos, Robert: 

The Raresty Numismatic:Titles.(... Pe ees Me VIII /1:20-21 
(anonymous): 

HOoOkmETICES, Uncurrenat nas her ature ERIS St VII/1:22-23 

BindingostCasing? 298 Y eed. We AO RPP Ras, VII/4:20 


Subject Index 


Book Sales and Prices: 


HOMmer MI ayrl98S) te eee RPM eet ee. es ass VI/3:81-82 
Davisi Qhree 191988) We Perret. Sees as oe ek tee (L)VII/1:8 
Book Prices Uncurrent (1812) [anonymous] ......... VII/1:22-23 


Book Prices Current, Part 1 [Bowers and Merena: Norweb III 
(Nov4l08s)] [oy R. AtiBagel*.aeceete oe ee VII /2:13-14,16 
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Book Sales and Prices: (cont) 
Book Prices Current, Part 2 [Kolbe-Spink (Dec. 1988), 
Money Tree V (March 1989), Function Assoc. I (May 1989)] 
Pe lbylOn Cx Me Mees 2... ae ee aaa VII/2:14-15 
Kolbe (Oct. 1992 Mendelson Library Sale) .......... X/4:11-13 
Books by Title: 
ABC for Book Collectors by John Carter 
farticlesbyiwy. Co". & 0c". A. i dees alee VII/4:27 
American Numismatic Periodicals 1860-1960: An Illustrated 
Collectors Guide by Remy Bourne [review by "O. C."] IX/1:17-23 
Art of Medal Engraving, The, by Elizabeth M. Harris 


[review. by -Dayid Block}... .)-. eae eee X/ 22% 
Bank Note Engraving by W. L. Ormsby 

farticle: by Robert*Wester]ie es. a. 4... 2 VIT/1:21 
Coins and Coinage by A. M. Smith (1881) 

[article by !ReteSmith] ] eee ee IX/4:13-18; (A)X/1:11 


Description des Médailles, Jetons, Monnaies, ... 

Napoléon III ... by Charles-Narcisse Verly (1853) 

[article, by Richard Margolis} 443,..%-J.a.eee as VII /4:16-19 
Discours sur les Médailles et Graveures Antiques ... 

by Antoine Le Pois (1579) [article by David Block] . IX/2:12-17 
Easy Finding List by William F. Dunham 


[atticle by David H. Cohen]... .cint Ate VIII /1:16-20 
Encyclopedia of Liberty Seated Half Dimes by Kamal Ahwash 
[article by Robert; Zavos] V0 3. ... 2) See VIII /1:20-21 


European Treaties Bearing on the History of the United States 
and its Dependencies by Frances Gardiner Davenport 


farticle’by John J Ford: Jrjmeen: © aoe eee X/4:3-9 
Guide to Coin Investment, A, by Robert Bilinski (1957) 

[columns by Joel J. Orosz] ........ VIT/4:24-26; VIII/1:22-24 
Historia Numorum by Barclay V. Head 

farticle by" V2 Reppeteauly.... 4... 1. eee IX /4:10-12 
History of Currency in the British Colonies by Robert 

Chalmers [article by L. V. Reppeteau] ........ VII/3:14-17,21 


Modern World Coins by Richard S. Yeoman 
[article by Frank Calvin] ......... VIII/4:18-21; [X/1:11-16 


Index, Volumes VI-X i 


Books by Title: (cont) 
Papers of Robert Morris, The, ed. Elizabeth M. Nuxoll 


farticle; by, Elizabeth M. Nuxoll Mir? PPPa seas. VII /2:5,7-12 
Profit March .... The, by George W. Haylings 

[column-by,Joclils Orosz)\ ioe eens es tek VIII/1:22-24 
Romance and Tragedy of Banking, The, by Thomas P. Kane 

review by, Bob Gochran}yraeqer re ere fe VI/1:25-26 
Tokens of Southern Africa by E. J. Maynard 

article. by Russell-Hibbs}i> se See. ee ee X/3:10-11 
Understanding Ancient Coins by P. J. Casey 

incview. by: Hugh ,Gooper| as ages fd dese VI/2:59-60 
United States Cents of the Years 1798-1799 by George W. 

Glapp. farucle by Jack Colliis|#2" +) Paya! Xo .* VIIT/1:14-15 


United States Coins with a Good Numismatic Future by 
Theodore J. Venn (c 1921) [column by Joel J. Orosz] [X/3:22-23 
United States Half Cents, The, by Ebenezer Gilbert 


rariacicaby. bk Scoth Rupin}.. Weta. salt ses eee X/2:10-14 
United States Large Cents 1793-1814 by William Noyes 

tarticle. bysChris: Vactor-McCawley]), i e.vebiet. 2. X/1:9-11 
United States Large Cents 1816-1839 by William Noyes 

article by-Chris, Victor-McCawley}i.ci rr 2 es X/1:9-11 


United States Numismatic Literature, Vol. I, Nineteenth 

Century Auction Catalogs by John W. Adams 

[addenda and errata by author] ................ VIII /3:7-9 
United States Numismatic Literature, Vol. II, Twentieth 

Century Auction Catalogs by John W. Adams 


Preview Dye Or Cre rnn Ae Ee eed IX /2:27-29 
Catalogs: 
Bibliotheca Americana by William Elliot Woodward (1869) 
farticic by, Charles Davis | -turacy. fe Vanes Pieris X/1:13-21 
Development of the Cataloguer’s Style 
Farticlerby:MichaeltHodder| acre 8°") Bo he ese ots IX/4:5-9 


More on ANA Auction Catalogs 
farticle*by PuScott.Rubiape.) Al Mbt VII/3:18; (L) VII/4:6 
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Catalogs: (cont) 
Most Important A.N.A. Auctions of Each Decade 


“(survey by P. Scott) Rubin}ije.dt aw walaai oe IX /3:12-19 
New Netherlands’ 60th Sale Catalog 
[article’ by:Michael: Hodder] wey.) b tonid wel aneeten X/2:3-8 
Nineteenth Century Auction Catalogs [addenda and errata to 
Adams: Vol: Liby author] /i).'. tegeviont) dat od veshee VIII/3:7-9 
Pre-1900 Fixed Price Lists and U. S. Coppers 
{article by*Pete Smith]: <0 ete. (Genie Pa eee VII/1:9-15 


Rare Auction Sale Catalogs [article by Remy Bourne] 
Oey: SO, San ee. ine Sat eR aad ge VI/4:115-118 
So How Much Did Priced Catalogues Cost, Anyway? 
[article by Wayne K. Homren}igey jist. ud clokinud sual! IX/3:20 
Triple Cities Coin Exchange [column by Joel J. Orosz] 


re ie EPR RE CT ST eee a eee IX /3:19-21 
Twentieth Century Auction Catalogs 
[review of Adams‘ Vol.JI iby, "Op@s Waa? . 3 tan IX /2:27-29 
Departments: 
Book Notices) sag. eugee et Gee ayes ei eee VI/4:118; 1X/4:21 
From ‘the Editor: [Joel:JOroszl ime ee pe VI/1:2,5; V1/2:37 
[David Block} Min wa vor VI/3:70; V1/4:101; VII/1:5; VII/2:5; 
VIT/3:22; VII/4:5; VIII/1:6; VIII/3:4-6; VIII/4:6; IX/1:25 
[Charles: Davis] (.22e eee X/2:18-19; K/3:18; X/4:15-17,19 
From the President [Remy Bourne] ......... VII/3:6-7; VII/4:3 
[Ken Lowe] "jcc do sar tats nat Sait log ie Red ieee VII/4:3 
[Re Scott; Rabin] ices tee eee IX/2:5; IX /3:4; IX/4:4; X/1:4 
X/2:24; X/3:23; X/4:18 
Guest Editorial /[|WaynetK, Homren|), 42 aete L087). oo IX/2:6 
The Last Word [Joel J. Orosz] ..... VI/1:29; VI/2:60-61; VI/3:90 
Letters: to’ the Editor) jeaon ete tae VI/1:5-6; VI/2:38; V1/3:70; 


plies Bee. Bus Oe Ree VII/1:5-8; VII/2:6; VII/4:5-7; VIII/1:5 
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